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The  following  pages  were  written  in  pro- 
fecution  of  my  plan  for  rendering  medicine 
more    extenfively  beneficial  to  mankind. 
They  treat  of  a  difeafe  which,  at  once,  tends' 
to  poifon  the  fprings  of  happinefs,  and  to 
debafe  the  human  race.    To  (hew  men  how 
far  It  IS  in  their  own  power,  by  due  care  and 
attention,  to  prevent  its  deftrudive  influence 
is  the  profelTed  de%n  of  the  enfuing  treatife* 
How  far  I  have  fucceeded  in  the  execution  of 
this  defign  muft  be  left  for  others  to  de- 
termine ;  but  if  thefe  hints  Ihould  in  any 
meafure  conduce  to  put  the  young  and  un- 
wary on  their  guard  againft  the  direful  con- 


*  fcquenccg 


ii  ^  PRELIMINARY 

fequences  of  this  infidious  malady,  I  fhall 
think  my  time  and  attention  have  been  ex- 
tremely well  beflovved. 

Many  reafons  have  induced  me  to  fcledt 
the  Venereal  Difeafe  as  the  fubjed:  of  a  fe- 
parate  treatife.     It  is  one  of  thofe  com- 
plaints which,  for  the  patient's  peace  and 
happinefs,  he  often  finds  it  neceffary  to  con- 
ceal ;  and,  fortunately  for  him,  this,  by  due 
care,  m.ay  . generally  be  efFedled.  Befides, 
other  difeafes   are  often   removed  by  the 
efforts  of  nature,  or  difappear  of  their  own 
accord  ;  but  in  the  lues  venerea,  nature  can- 
not effea  a  cure.    A  good   conftitution^  is 
doubtlefs  in  favour  of  the  patient,  but  no 
conftitution  can  conquer  the  virulence  of  this 
poifon.    Whoever  trufts  to  that  will  be  dif- 
appointcd.    As  a  fpecific  remedy  is  dif— 
covered,  its  properties   onght  furely  to  be 
made  known  to    the   public.    Since  the 
powers  of  the  Bark  were  underftood  by  all, 
every  one  can  cure  an  ague  j  yet  this  difeafe 
proves  often  more  obftinate  than  a- confirmed 
pox. 

Unfortunately  for  thofe  who  labour  under 
the  venereal  difeafe,  its  treatment  has  fallen 
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fnto  bad  hands.    Not  only  Quacks  of  all 
defcriptions  undertake  to  cure  it ;  but  every 
idle  fellow  who  does  not  chufe  to  follow 
fome  ufeful  employment,  fets  up  for  dodtor, 
alTumes  fome  well  known  name,  and  adver- 
tifes  an  infallible  remedy  for  the  Venereal  dif- 
eafe.    The  apothecary *s  man,  or  even  the 
apothecary's  nian's  man,  often  paffes  for  an 
adept  in  curing  this  malady.    Nor  is  it  un- 
common, for  the  fellow  who  brufhed  the  fur- 
geon's  coat,  or  cleaned  his  fliop,  to  ftep  into 
his  mafter*s  ftioes,  and  fometimes  into  his 
tharidt,  by  his  pretended  fkill  in  curing  the 
lues  venerea.    Thefe  noftrum -mongers  not 
only  fell  the  fame  medicines  to  all  their  pa- 
tients, hoiVever  widely  their  fymptoms  may 
differ ;  but,  unfortunately  for  them,  the  nof- 
trum  often  dqes  not  contain  a  fingle  grain  of 
xvhat  we  know  to  be  abfolutely  neceffary  for 
their  cure. 

The  credulity  of  mankind  in  regard  to  me- 
dicine, is  truly  aftonifliing.  Even  thofe  who 
affed  to  be  fceptical  in  other  matters  are  the 
eafy  dupes  of  every  pretender  to  a  fecret  me- 
dicine :  they  will  negled  the  advice  of  the 
moft  flulful  phyfician,    and  run  after  the 
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ignorant  quack,  becaufe  he  promifes  them 
a  fudden  cure ;  but  alas  !  this  fudden  cure, 
nine  times  out  of  ten,  turns  out  to  be  no  cure 
at  all,  and  the  difeafe  is  by  this  means  trifled 
with,  till  it  becomes  altogether  incurable. 

The  moft  frequent  dupes  to  quackery  are  the 
young  and  unwary.  They  credit  the  contents  of 
every  puff  that  is  put  into  their  hands  as  they 
walk  the  flreets,  and  fwallow  with  eagernefs 
the  drugs  it  recommends.    I  would  beg  leave 
jufl  to  hint  to  fuch  inexperienced  youths, 
that  the  advertifing  quack,  is,  ten  to  one,  mor^ 
ignorant  of  medicine  than  themfelves,  that 
his  fole  aim  is  to  take  their  money,  and  when 
he  has  got  that,  he  cares  no  more  for  the  pa- 
tient.   I  am  warranted  to  fay  this  from  daily 
obfervation,  and  am  forry  to  add,  that  too 
many,  from  woeful  experience,  know  it  to  be 
true.    So  great  however  is  the  influence  of 
quackery  over  the  young  mind,  that  I  have 
feen  one  of  thofe  unfledged  gentlemen,  while 
I  was  writing  a  prefcription  for  him,  take  up 
a  newfpaper,  and  cafting  his  eye  on  an  adver- 
tifement,  which  promifed  to  do  in  a  few  days 
what  I  had  told  him  would  require  weeks, 
if  not  months,  to  complete,  put  my  pre- 
fcription 
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fcription  in  his  pocket,  and  hafte  away  to  the 
performers  of  quick  cures. 

No  great  fkill  is  neccfTary  to  dry  up  a  chan- 
cre, fo  as  to  make  it  appear  healed  in  a  few 
days.    This  they  call  curing  the  pox ;  but, 
if  ever  the  pox  exifted,  it  cannot  be  cured  in 
this  manner.   I  know  of  numbers,  how- 
ever,  who   avow    this  as   their  common 
pradice.    Need  any  one  be  furprifed  to  find 
obftinate  ulcers,  and  carious  bones  as  the  con- 
fequence  ?   The  pra^itioner,  whofe  fole  ob- 
jedl  is  to  touch  the  patient's  money,  will 
patch  him  up,  and  get  him  off  his  hands,  as 
foon  as  he  can.    Let  all  who  wifli  to  preferve 
their  conftitution,  beware  of  fuch  cures. 

Some  authors  would  perfuade  us  that,  in 
whatever  fhape  the  venereal  difeafe  appears. 
It  never  fails  to  do  great  injury  to  the  confti- 
tution.    I  grant  that,  in  fome  conftitutions, 
this  may  be  true,  but  am  inclined  to  think 
that  the  mifchief  done  by  the  venereal  difeafe* 
IS  often  owing  to  wrong  regimen,  and  impro- 
per treatment.  The  proportion  of  thofe  who 
are  able  to  obtain  good  advice,  and  obferve  a 
proper  regimen,  does  not  amount  to  one  in  a 
hundred.    All  the  reft  muft  put  up  with 
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fuch  advice  as  they  can  obtain,  and  follow  the 
beft  regimen  that  their  circumflances  will  per- 
mit. By  far  the  greater  part  are  obliged  to 
follow  their  neceffary  employments,  however 
hurtful  they  may  be,  during  the  whole  time 
they  are  taking  medicine. 

It  is  eafy  to  fay,  that  every  man  alflided 
with  the  venereal  difeafe,  ought  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  befl:  advice  j  but  how  is  he  to 
obtain  it  ?  The  beft  advice  is  not  eafily  pur^ 
chafed.  Befides,  men  affii6led  with  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe  are  often  in  fituations  where  no 
medical  affiftance  of  any  kind  can  be  had. 
Thefe  are  the  men  for  whom  the  following 
obfervations  were  'thrown  together.  They 
are  not  defigned  to  fuperfede  the  phyfician, 
but,  in  fome  meafure,  to  fupply  his  place 
where  he  cannot  be  had  j  and  to  prevent  thofe 
who  are  not  able  to  employ  him,  from  becom- 
ing the  prey  of  ignorance  and  avarice, 

It  is  a  jufl:  obfcrvation,  that  there  is  a  greater 
difference  between  a  good  phyfician  and  a  bad 
one,  than  between  a  good  phyfician  and  none. 
When  I  fay  a  bad  one,  I  mean  the  fclf- 
created  dodor,  who,  while  he  knows  no- 
thing, undertakes  every  thing.    A  man  of 
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common  imderftanding,  with  the  affiftance 
of  books,  will  condud:  his  own  cure  better 
than  many  of  thofe  who  make  a  trade  of  cur- 
ing the  lues  venerea.  Nor  is  it  a  matter  of 
fmall  importance  for  a  man  to  know  when  he 
is  properly  treated.  It  is  on  the  ignorance  of 
the  patient  that  the  Charlatan  prefumes.  He 
knows  there  is  no  danger  of  detedtion  while 
the  patient  is  taught  to  dread,  even  the  lealt 
dip,  in  medical  knowledge. 

A  man  fliould  at  leaft  have  as  much  in- 
formation about  this  malady  as  to  know  when 
he  has  got  it.    Many  have  their  pockets 
picked,  by  taking  medicines  for  the  difeafe, 
who  never  had  it ;  while  others  are  fuffered 
to  linger  under  the  complaint  for  years,  being 
all  the  while  told  that  they  had  it  not.  I  lately 
faw  a  remarkable  inftance  of  the  latter,  in  ^ 
young  man,  who  applied  to  me  to  know  whe- 
ther or  not  he  had  the  malady,  as  his  medical 
attendant  had  told  him  it  was  no  fuch  thing. 
I  never  faw  the  lues  more  ftrongly  marked, 
and  advifed  him  immediately  to  begin  a  courfe 
of  mercury,  which  he  did  ,  but  not  being  able 
toobferve  a  flrid:  regimen,  it  was  ten  months 
before  he  was  well,  though  his  mouth  was- 
kept  fore  during  moft  of  the  time. 

If 
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If  men  may  fall  into  fuch  hands,  it  is  furely 
high  time  that  they  were  taught,  at  leaft,  to 
know  the  fymptoms  of  this  too  common  mala- 
dy. To  talk  of  makingallmenphyficians,isthe 
extreme  of  folly.    Surely  the  man  who  writes 
a  catechifm  does  not  intend  to  qualify  his 
readers  for  becoming  dodors  in  divinity  ;  yet 
fuch  is  the  folly  of  men,  or  rather  the  preju- 
dice of  the  faculty,  that  whoever  attempts  to 
throw  a  little  light  on  the  public  mind,  with 
regard  to  difeafes,  is  immediately  branded 
with  the  intention  of  making  every  man  a 
phyfician.    Would  to  God  that  phyficians 
were  fo  eafily  made  !  To  be  a  phyfician  is  the 
bufinefs  of  a  man's  life,  and  the  candid  will 
confefs  that,  to  the  laft,  he  has  flill  much  to. 
learn, 

It  is  often  a  difficult  matter,  in  the  cure  of 
this  difeafe,  to  perfuade  patients  to  take  mer- 
cury for  a  fufficient  length  of  time.  The 
wifli  to  be  foon  well  is  natural,  but  it  is  pro- 
dudive  of  much  mifchief.  The  vidims  to 
quick  cures  are  innumerable :  yet  men  will 
run  after  thofe  who  promife  them,  though  to 
their  own  deftrudion.  Few  days  pafs  in 
which  I  do  not  fee  inftances  of  the  danger 
^rifing  from  impcrfedt  cures  of  the  lues  ve- 
nerea 4 
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perea  j  and  I  have  realbn  to  believe,  that  thofe 
which  are  not  feen,  nor  regarded,  are  ftill 
more  numerous. 

Nor  is  the  difficulty  much  lefs  in  getting 
men  to  take  mercury  in  fufficient  dofes.  Mer- 
cury may  be  taken  for  any  length  of  time, 
but  if  it  is  not  adminiftered  in  fuch  quanti- 
ties as  to  produce  fufficient  effed:s  on  the  fyf- 
tem,  it  will  not  fubdue  the  poifon.  This, 
however,  is  not  an  eafy  matter  to  eftim.ate. 
The  difference  of  conftitutions  is  fuch,  that 
two  perfons  can  hardly  be  treated  exactly  in 
the  fame  way,  and  our  condudl  muft  be  re- 
gulated chiefly  by  its  effects  on  the  fyftem. 

Much  has  been  faid  in  favour  of  the  alter- 
ative mode  of  adminiftering  mercury;  and 
it  were  greatly  to  be  wifhed,  that  it  could  be 
depended  on  for  completing  the  cure  ;  but 
with  that  view  I  dare  not  recommend  it. 
No  doubt  it  may  fucceed  in  certain  cafes,  but 
it  is  not  to  be  trufted  as  a  general  mode  of 
treatment.  When  the  conftitution  is  too  ir- 
ritable to  bear  even  the  flighteft  degree  of  fa- 
livation,  the  mercury  may  produce  its  effeds 
taken  as  an  alterative.  It  may  likewife  be 
proper  after  a  liberal  ufe  of  mercury,  when 

it 
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it  is  deemed  neceflary  to  keep  up  the  mercu- 
rial adlioa  on  the  fy ftem,  to  adminifler  it 
in  this  manner. 

•  It  would  be  eafy  to  bring  forward  a  num- 
ber of  cafes  to  prove  the  danger  of  trufling  to 
the  alterative  method  of  cure ;  but  the  fol- 
lowing fhall  fuffice. 

Some  years  ago  a  merchant  from  North 
America  put  himfelf  under  my  care,  for, 
what  the  London  phyfician,  to  whom  he  firft 
applied,  had  treated  as  a  cancer  in  the  nofe. 
I  fufped:ed  the  cale  to  be  venereal,  and,  from 
the  patient's  own  account  of  the  matter,  there 
remained  no  doubt  of  it.  Before  he  left 
America,  he  had  taken  mercury  for  above 
twelve  months,  and  all  the  while  the  difeafe 
was  preying  upon  the  nofe,  till  it  had  eat 
away  both.the  alee  7iaji^  as  they  are  called,  oc- 
cafioned  an  amazing  degree  of  pain,  and  ren- 
dered him  a  Ihocking  fpedacle. 

Onlookingover  hisapothecary'sbill,Icould 
perceive  that  the  gentleman  had  ufed  a  fuf- 
ficicnt  quantity  of  mercury  to  have  perform- 
ed a  cure,  provided  it  had  been  taken  in  a 
fourth  part  of  the  time.  Indeed  the  event 
proved  the  truth  of  this  obfcrvatian.    I  put 
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him  on  a  courfe  of  mercury  and  diet  drink, 
confined  him  to  the  houfe,  and  in  lefs  than 
two  months  his  'nofe  was  perfecftly  healed, 
and  continues  fo  to  this  day.  The  deformity, 
however,  for  which  he  has  to  thank  his  Ame- 
rican dodor,  muft  defcend  with  him  to  the 
grave. 

About  four  months  ago  one  of  thofe  un- 
happy females  who  often  contract  the  lues 
venerea,  but  are  feldom  thoroughly  cured,  ap- 
plied to  me  for  a  fore  leg.  The  fore  was  a 
little  above  the  ancle,  had  been  long  open, 
and  fhewed  no  difpofition  to  heal.  She  faid 
fhe  believed  it  was  owing  to  an  ill  cured  pox, 
and  added  that  fhe  had  been  taking  mercury, 
as  an  alterative,  for  upwards  of  twelve 
months,  without  the  fmallcft  benefit.  As  I 
was  entirely  of  her  way  of  thinking,  I  ad- 
vifed  her  to  take  the  corrofive  fublimate  of 
mercury,  in  fuch  dofes  as  to  keep  her  mouth 
fore,  for  feveral  weeks,  and  like  wife  to  wafh 
the  fore  frequently  with  the  folution  of  fub- 
limate, as  ftrong  as  fhe  could  eafily  bear  it. 
I  was  agreeably  furprifed  to  fee  her  come 
back  within  fix  weeks,  to  return  me  thanks 
for  the  cure,  with  her  leg  perfedly  healed, 

and 
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and  in  all  other  refpedls  well.  I  have  been 
long  in  the  habit  of  treating  thcfe  fores,  which 
I  took  to  be  venereal,  with  the  fublimate,  and 
have  feldom  been  difappointed  in  its  eflPedls. 

The  next  cafe  that  1  lhall  mention  is, 
that  of  a  gentleman  refident  in  London, 
who  had  every  opportunity  of  taking  the  very 
beft  advice,  yet  followed  the  worft.  He 
thought  he  could  follow  his  bu/inefs  and 
take  mercury  at  the  fame  time,  with  fafety 
and  effed:.  This  he  tried  for  a  feries  of  years, 
his  nofe  all  the  while  fuflPering  a  gradual  di- 
minution. This  was  imputed  to  fome  other 
caufe,  till  at  length,  that  organ  totally  dif- 
appeared.  He,  when  too  late,  applied  to  an 
eminent  pradtitioner  in  that  line,  who  told  him 
he  had  never  taken  the  medicine  properly ; 
put  him  under  a  courfe  of  mercury ;  confined 
him  to  the  houfe  for  fome  months,  and  made 
a  complete  cure  of  him.  He  now  enjoys  the 
bleffing  of  perfedl  health,  if  health  in  fuch  a 
mangled  condition  can  be  called  a  blefling,  or 
deemed  worth  the  enjoying. 

After  a  very  liberal  admmiftration  of  mer- 
cury there  will  often  remain  fome  marks  of 
the  disorder.    In  this  cafe,  if  the  alterative 

method 
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tnethod  is  piirfued,  thefe  will  difappear,  and 
this  mode  of  treatment  will  get  the  credit  of 
the  cure,  while  it  was  wholly  owing  to  the 
mercury  previoufly  adminiftered.  Whatever 
may  happen  in  flight  degrees  of  infedlion,  or 
where  the  fyftem  has  been  previoufly  impreg- 
nated with  mercury,  I  would  not  advife  any 
one  who  has  got  a  confirmed  pox  to  truft  his 
cure  {oldy  to  the  alterative  mode  of  admini- 
fl:ering  mercury  ;  otherwife  he  may  have 
caufe  to  regret  the  injuries  done  to  his  con- 
fliitution,  when  it  is  too  late  to  repair  them.* 

*  The  eafe  with  which  fome  people  treat  thefe  mat- 
ters, where  life  is  concerned,  is  to  me  aftonifhing.  A 
young  gentleman  lately  applied  to  me  who  was  all  over 
covered  with  venereal  blotches.  He  had  been  treated  oa 
the  alterative  plan  for  a  confiderable  time,  but  without 
effea.  I  changed  the  mode  of  treatment,  and  he  was 
cured  in  about  two  months.  While  under  my  care  he  ^ 
met  his  old  dodor,  as  he  was  pleafed  to  call  him,  and 
told  him  what  I  was  doi-ng.  He  faid  I  would  make  his 
mouth  ftink  like  the  devil,  fo  that  he  could  not  go  into 
genteel  company.  This  is  delicacy  with  a  vengeance!  A 
man,  rather  than  have  a  fore  mouth  for  a  few  weeks,  is  to 
be  eat  up  with  the  lues  venerea  ;  yet  there  are  men' who 
fwallow  iheie  doarines,  becaufe  they  coincide  with  their 
own  wiflies. 
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Many  retard  their  cure,  and  fometinie3 
even  prevent  it,  by  leaving  off  the  mercury  as 
foon  as  it  affed:s  the  mouth,  and  taking  open- 
ing medicines  to  carry  it  out  of  the  body. 
In  fadt  the  mercury  is  too  apt  to  run  off  by 
ilool,  and  never  has  its  full  effedl  on  the  fyf- 
tem  when  carried  off  too  quickly,  either  by  the 
bowels  or  the  mouth.'  The  great  art  in 
adminiflering  mercury  is  to  regulate  the  dofe 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  keep  the  fyflem  fully 
faturated,  without  forcing  it  off  by  any  of  the 
outlets.  This  may  generally  be  done  by  gra- 
dually increafing  the  dofe,  till  the  mouth  is 
fore,  and  then  keeping  it  fo  by  fmaller  dofes. 

There  is  no.  difeafe  where  the  patient  is  fen 
much  inclined  to  impofe  on  the  phyfician  as 
in  this.  He  will  feldom  tell  the  truth,  and, 
perhaps  never  the  whole  truth;  but  what  is  ftill 
worfe,  he  feldom  implicitly  follows  the  doc^ 
tor's  directions,  with  regard,  cither  to  regi- 
rnen  or  medicines.  It  is  indeed  to  be  regret- 
ed  that  many  patients  cannot  obferve  a  pro- 
per regimen;  but  it  is  always  in  their  power 
to  be  honeft,  and  not  impofe  on  the  doctor 
by  throwing  one  half  of  their  medicines 
away^,   while  he   thinks   they  have  taken 
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the  whole.  This,  inflead  of  cheating  the 
dodor,  is  cheating  themfelves,  and,  if  they 
are  difappointed  of  a  cure,  they  certainly 
deferve  it.  The  danger  of  doing  too  much 
is  not  lefs  than  of  doing  too  little.  A 
patient,  who  wiflies  for  a  fpeedy  cure,  will 
often  take  a  double  or  treble  dofe  of  the  me- 
dicine prefcribed  to  him.  Such  a  man 
may  efcape,  but,  by  this  condu(5t,  he  never 
fails  to  endanger  his  life. 

Some  patients  think  it  is  the  bufinefs  of  the 
dodor  to  find  out  their  diforders,  without 
being  told  any  thing  about  them.  They 
treat  phyficians  as  conjurors,  and  think 
they  need  no  information.  A  patient,  who 
wifhes  for  a  cure,  cannot  be  too  open  and 
explicit  with  his  doctor.  He  fliould  not  only 
impart  every  circumftance  he  knows  concern- 
ing his  difeafe,  but  follow  the  dodor's  di- 
redions,  as  far  as  it  lies  in  his  power. 

Few  things  are  more  difficult  than  to  af- 
certain  the  time  when  the  patient  is  complete- 
ly cured.  It  is  more  a  matter  of  obfervation 
than  of  calculation.  The  quantity  of  mercury 
taken,  the  time  the  patient  has  ufed  it,  and 
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'the  preparation  he  took,  muftall  be  conficfef-* 
ed ;  but  they  will  not  afcertain  the  point. 
Even  the  difappearing  of  the  fymptoms  is 
fallacious,  as  they  will  fometimes  return ; 
efpecially  where  the  patient's  habit  leans  to 
the  fcrofulous  or  fcorbutic.  The  fafeft  me- 
thod is  always  to  continue  the  medicine  for 
fome  time  after  the  fymptoms  have  difap- 
peared ;  unlefs  in  cafes  where  the  mercurial 
adion  has  ceafed,  or  the  patient's  ftrength  is 
exhaufled  ;  when  he  muft  be  put  on  a  courfe 
of  tonic  medicines,  with  nourilhing  diet,  and 
allowed  the  benefit  of  country  air,  and  fea- 
bathing,  if  neceffary. 

Many  abfurd  opinions  ftill  prevail  concern- 
ing this  difeafe,  which  lead  to  very  improper 
pradices.  Such  opinions  generally  die  away 
as  the  public  mind  becomes  more  enlighten- 
ed ;  but  as  that  is  by  no  means  the  cafe,  with 
regard  to  medicine,  we  fliall  mention  a  few  of 
them,  only  to  fliew  how  little  foundation 
they  have  either  in  reafon  or  common-fenfe. 

One  of  the  mod  abfurd  notions  that  evet 
entered  the  mind  of  man  is,  that  1  difeafe 
may  be  cured  by  communicating  it  to  another. 
Yet  in  moft  countries  this  has  been  believed, 
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and  is  at  prefent  in  this,  with  regard  to  the  ve^ 
nereal  diforder.  We  might  as  well  fuppofe 
that  one  mad-dog,  by  biting  another,  would 
receive  a  cure ;  or,  that  the  wretch  expiring 
under  the  plague,  would  recover  by  commu- 
nicating the  difeafe  to  thofe  around  him. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  fay  whether  an  at- 
tempt to  obtain  a  cure  by  communicating  the 
dife-dfe  to  another,  is  more  wicked  or  abfurd. 
Certain  it  is,  however,  that  under  this  impref- 
lion,  innocence  is  betrayed,  and  loathfome 
difeafes  are  diffeminated,  without  the  poffi- 
bility  of  any  advantage  being  derived  from 
it.    On  this  falfe  idea  infants  are  abufed,  and 
the  moft  flagitious  crimes  perpetrated,  to  re- 
move what  will  yield  only  to  the  proper  an- 
tidote;  and,  what  Ml  tends  to  aggravate  the 
crime,  this  antidote  is  known  to  all,  and  is  fo 
eafily  purchafed,  that  all  may  obtain  it. 

Nor  is  the  idea  of  retaliation  lefs  wicked. 
Becaufe  a  worthlefs  woman  has  communi- 
cated the  difeafe  to  a  diffipated  man,  is  he  en- 
titled to  tranfmit  it  to  as  many  as  he  can  ? 
■The  perfon  who  adts  on  this  principle  may 
as  well  alledge  that,  becaufe  he  has  been  rob- 
bed on  the  highway,  he  has  a  right  to  make 
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reprifals,  by  taking  every  man's  money  he 
meets.  The  law  would  tell  him  otherwife  ; 
and  it  is  pity  there  fhould  not  be  a  law  to 
punifh  the  unprincipled  libertine,  who  makes 
it  his  boaft  that,  byway  of  retaliation,  he  has 
communicated  the  difeafe  to  as  many  women 
as  he  poffibly  could. 

This  condudt  is  not  only  bafe,  but  criminal. 
The  man  who  knowingly  communicates  a 
difeafe  to  another,  which  proves  fatal,  cannot, 
in  my  opinion,  be  confidered  in  any  other 
hght  than  that  of  a  murderer.  Nor  is  the 
crime  much  lefs  where  the  conftitution  is 
ruined. "  A  perfon  had  better  be  killed  at  once, 
than  left  to  drag  out  a  life  of  pain  and  mi- 
fery,  under  the  influence  of  a  loathfome  dif- 
eafe. 

The  man  who  flops  another  on  the  high- 
way, takes  a  trifle  from  him,  and  puts  him 
in  fear  of  his  life,  is  hanged  ;  while  the  ma- 
rauder on  the  public  health  efcapes  with  im- 
punity, is  looked  upon  as  a  man  of  gallantry, 
and  makes  fport  of  that  which  proves  fatal 
to  another.  But  fporting  with  difeafe  is 
fporting  with  human  life,  a  thing  of  the  moft 
fcrious  nature,  though  too  little  regarded  ei- 
.  ther 
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ther  by  thofe  who  communicate  this  malady 
to  others,  or  by  many  of  thofe  who  pretend 
to  cure  it. 

As  regular  trad:s  on  this  fubjedt  abound, 
I  have  contented  myfelf  with  throwing  toge- 
ther fome  loofe  obfervations,  chiefly  by  way 
of  caution>  without  much  attention  to  compo- 
fition  or  arrangement.  Indeed  the  whole  was 
the  amufement  of  fome  leifure  hours  in  a 
coffee-houfe,  where  I  thought  my  time  might 
be  worfe  employed,  than  in  furnifliing  fuch 
hints  to  my  readers  as  I  have  often  had  caufe 
to  wifh  my  patients  had  been  acquainted 
with.  Though  a  flight  degree  of  knowledge 
will  not  make  a  man  a  phyfician,  it  may 
teach  him  to  know  when  he  has  occafion  for 
one  J  and,  what  is  of  no  lefs  importance,  it 
will  inform  him  when  he  has  fallen  into  bad 
hands  :  nor  will  any  one  queflion  its  utility,! 
where  no  regular  affiftance  of  any  kind  can 
be  obtained* 

Every  attempt  at  theory  has  been  carefully 
avoided,  as  it  is  apt  to  millead  the  weak 
mind,  and  draw  off  the  attention  from  fads, 
the  knowledge  of  which  is  our  fureft  guide 
in  the  cure  of  difeafcs.     The  fpcculative 
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phyfician  may  amufe  himfelf  with  plaufible 
theories,  and  evenbeheve  that  he  can  cure  all 
difeafes  by  his  favourite  fyftem  ;  but,  when 
he  comes  to  realpradlice,  he  will  find  that  his 
art  can  only  be  learned  at  the  patient's  bed- 
fide.  The  knowledge  of  difeafes  is  acquired, 
like  that  of  men,  by  obfervation.  Reading, 
no  doubt,  has  its  ufc,  but  it  will  never  make 
a  phyfician,  any  more  than  it  will  an  expert 
mechanic,  or  a  complete  feaman.  I  would  ra- 
ther truft  myfclf  in  the  hands  of  an  expe- 
rienced nurfe,  than  of  a  theoretical  phyfician. 
I  have  known  more  inftances  than  one  of  a 
phyfician  falling  a  facrifice  to  his  own  theory. 

Although  my  motive  in  publifliing  the  fol- 
lowing Trad:  is  to  lefiTen  the  fum  of  human 
evils  ;  yet  I  lay  my  account  with  all  the  ob- 
loquy and  abufe  that  the  faculty,  and  their 
emilTaries,  can  befi:ow  on  me.  I  have  expe- 
rienced a  liberal  fhare  of  it  already,  and  this 
attempt  is  not  likely  to  lefi^en  their  malice,  or 
conciliate  their  efi:eem.  It  is  a  real  misfor- 
tune to  an  author,  to  anticipate  the  age  in 
which  he  lives.  All  who  cannot,  or  who 
dare  not,  think  for  themfclvcs,  are  fure  to  be 
his  enemies  :  while  the  fordid  part,  who 
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think  their  trade  in  danger,  allow  him  no 
quarter.  Little  do  thcfe  malevolent  fpirits 
know,  that  their  condudt  is  the  dired  way  to 
eftahlifli  what  they  wifh  to  fupprefs.  Ufeful 
works  will  force  their  way  in  fpite  of  all  op- 
pofition,  and  are  often  aided  by  it. 

The  man  who  attempts  any  thing  out  of  the 
common  road,  has  not  only  the  ignorant  and 
interefted  to  contend  with,  but  has  all  the 
prejudices  of  pafl:  ages  to  overcome.  Men 
are  tenacious  of  eftabliflied  opinions,  and 
quit  with  reludlance  the  paths  in  which  they 
have  been  accuftomed  to  tread.  The  moft 
abfurd  cuftoms  gain  a  fandtion  from  time, 
and  it  is  deemed  a  kind  of  facrilege  to  attempt 
to  overturn  them.  In  this  predicament  ftands 
medicine  at  prefent ;  and  the  author,  who 
endeavours  to  free  it  from  trammels,  and  ex- 
tend its  utility,  is  fure  to  create  an  hoft  of 
foes. 

In  other  branches  of  fcience  men  confider 
themfelves  as  entitled  to  have  an  opinion. 
But  whoever  has  dared  to  think  for  himfelf, 
in  matters  relating  to  health,  and  was  not  of 
the  faculty,  has  been  looked  upon  as  an  in- 
truder, and  held  up  to  ridicule.  Even  in  di- 
4  vinity. 
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vinity  fome  excellent  books  have  been  writ- 
ten by  laymen  ;  but  phyfic  is  ftill  engrofled 
by  the  faculty,  and  has  fucceeded  accordingly. 
While  the  fcience  is  confined  to  a  fet  of  men 
who  live  by  it  as  a  trade,  it  never  will  be  on 
a  liberal  footing.  The  little  arts  ufed  to  dif- 
guife  and  conceal  it,  only  rexider  it  fufpici- 
ous,  and,  inftead  of  gaining  refpeft  to  its  pro- 
fcffors,  ferve  to  hold  them  up  to  contempt. 
While  phyficians  affed:  myflery,  they  are  fair 
game  for  men  of  wit,  and  their  art  will  con- 
tinue to  be  the  flanding  butt  of  ridicide  and 
burlefqiie. 

To  bring  medicine  put  of.  the  fchools,  to 
lay  open  its  hidden  treafures,  and  to  teach  men 
how  to  make  a  proper  ufe  of  them,  have  been 
i-cferved  for  the  prefent  age.  Something  in- 
deed has  been  done,  but  much  ftill  remains 
undone,  and,  in.  all  probability,  many  years 
will  elapfe  before  mankind  in  general  become 
acquainted  with  the  extenfive  utility  of  the 
medical  art.  Legiflators  have  not  availed 
themfelves  of  its  ufe,  becaufc  they  did  not 
know  it ;  and  thofe  who  fliould  have  taught 
ihcm  have  taken  away  the  key  of  know- 
ledge^ 
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ledge*.  Profeffional  men  have  been  afraid  to 
deviate  from  the  paths  of  their  predecefTors, 
left  they  fliould  draw  cenfure  upon  them- 
felves,  and  incur  the  hatred  and  refentment  of 
their  cotemporaries. 

Thofe  who  have  attempted  to  extend  the, 
benefits  of  medicine  to  mankind,  have  been 
few  in  number,  and  ill  requited  for  their  la^. 
hour.  This,  however,  fhall  not  difcourage 
me  from  endeavouring  to  render  medicine 
more  extenfively  ufeful.  While  I  entertain 
a  full  perfuafion,  that  men  may  derive  many 
and  folid  benefits  from  a  more  general  ac- 
quaintance with  medicine,  I  fhall  never  ceafe 
to  give  them  all  the  information  in  my  power, 
both  with  regard  to  the  prevention  and  cure 
of  difeafes.'  I  know  the  confequence  will  be 
frefh  torrents  of  abufe  from  the  faculty,  but  I 
am  prepared  for  the  worfl  they  can  do.  While 
the  refl  of  mankind  are  on  rny  fide,  I  can 
laugh  at  the  malice,  and  defpife  the  refent^ 
ment  of  the  faculty. 

After  the  death  of  my  worthy  friend  and 
collegiate,    the  late  Dr.  John  Gregory  of 

*  A  code  of  laws  for  the  prcfervatioii  of  health,  pro- 
perly digeftcd.  and  duly  executed,  would  be  of  more  ufo 
\o  mankind  than  all  the  efforts  of  the  faculty. 

Edinburgh, 
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Edinburgh,  I  confidered  myfelf,  Dr.  TiiTot 
excepted,  as  the  fole  labourer  in  this  vine- 
yard. Dr.  Gregory  often  told  me  that  he  and 
I  entertained  the  fame  fentiments  with  regard 
to  the  emancipation  of  medicine,  and  that  we 
ought  to  ftand  by  and  fupport  one  another. 
But  alas  he  fell !  to  the  lofs  of  medicine  and 
of  mankind,  and  I  was  left  to  combat  the 
whole  phalanx  of  phyfic.  This  was  my  opini- 
on till  a  late  publication  undeceived  me,  and 
proved  that  liberality  of  fentiment,  even  in 
phyfic,  is  not  confined  to  any  particular  fpot 
of  the  Globe. 

That  my  old  School-fellow  Dr.  Rufli  of 
Philadelphia  has  the  fame  liberal  fentiments 
concerning  medicine  as  I  entertain,  is  evident 
from  his  late  publication  on  the  epidemical 
fever  which  committed  fuch  ravages  in  that 
city.  In  this  treatife,  the  doctor  not  only 
fliews  his  liberality  of  thinking  in  medical 
matters,  but  alfo  his  benevolent  wiflics  for 
the  whole  human  race.  •  In  proof  of  this  I 
fliall  take  the  liberty  of  making  a  few  ex- 
trads  from  a  work  intitled  "  An  Account  of 
the  bilious  remitting  Yellow  Fever,  as  it  ap- 
peared in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  in  the 
Year  1793,  by  Benjamin  Rusn,  M.  D. 

!*  The 


observations; 


"  The  hiftory  of  the  yellow  fever  in  the 
Weft-Indies  proves  the  advantage  of  trufting 
patients  to  their  own  judgement.  Dr.  Lind 
has  remarked  that  a  greater  number  of  failors, 
who  had  no  phyficians,  recovered  from  the  fe- 
ver, than  of  thofe  who  had  the  beft  medical 
affiftance.  The  freili  air  of  the  deck  of  a  Ihip. 
a  purge  of  fait  water,  and  the  free  ufe  of  cold 
water,  probably  triumphed  over  the  juleps  of 
the  phyficians. 

*'  By  committing  the  care  of  this  and 
other  peftilential  difeafes  to  the  people,  all 
thefc  circumftances  which  pre#nted  theuni- 
verfal  fuccefs  of  purging  and  bleeding  in  our 
late  epidemic,  will  have  no  operation.  The 
fever  will  be  mild  in  molt  cafes,  for  all  will 
prepare  themfelves  to  receive  it  by  a  vegetable 
diet,  and  by  moderate  evacuations.  The  re- 
medies will  be  ufed  the  moment  the  difeafe  is 
felt,  or  even  feen,  and  the  contagioa  genera- 
ted by  it,  will  be  feeble,  and  propagated 
only  to  a  fmall  diftance  from  fuch  patients. 
There  will,  then  be  no  difputes  among  the 
Phyficians,  about  the  nature  of  the  difeafe, 
to  diftra^a  the  public  mind,  as  thev  will  fel- 
dom  be  confulted  in  it. 
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*  They  have  narrow  conceptions,  not  only 
of  the  divine  goodnefs,  but  of  the  gradual 
progrefs  of  knowledge,  who  fuppofe  that 
all  peftilential  difeafes,  (hall  not,  like  the. 
fmall  pox,  fooner  or  later,  ceafe  to  be  the 
fcourge  and  terror  of  mankind. 

*  For  a  long  while  air,  water,  and  even 
the  light  of  the  fun,  were  dealt  out  by  phy- 
licians  to  their  patients  with  a  fparing  hand. 
They  poffeffed  for  feveral  centuries  the  lame 
monopoly  over  many  artificial  remedies.  But 
a  new  order  of  things  is  rifing  in  medicine, 
as  wxU  as  in  government.    Air,  water,  and 
light,  are  taken  without  the  advice  of  a  phy- 
fician,   and  Bark  and  Laudanum  are  now 
prefcribed  every  where  by  nurfes  and  mif- 
trelles  of  families,  with  Mety  and  advantage. 
Human  reafon  cannot  be  flationary  on  thefc 
fubjeds.    The  time  muft,  and  will  come, 
when,    in  addition  to  the  above  remedies, 
the  general  ufe  of  Calomel,  Jalap,  and  the 
lancet,  (liall  be  confidcred  among  the  moll: 
effential  articles  of  the  knowledge  and  rights 
of  men. 

*  It  is  no  more  ncccflary  that  a  patient 
fliould  be  ignorant  of  the  medicine  he  takes 
to  be  cured  by  it,  than  that  the  bufinefs  of 
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government  fliould  be  condudled  with  fecrecy 
in  order  to  infure  obedience  to  jufl  laws. 
Much  lefs  is  it  neceffary  that  the  means  of 
life  fliould  be  prefcribed  in  a  dead  language, 
or  dictated  with  the  Iblemn  pomp  of  a  Ne- 
cromancer. The  efFedts  of  impoflure  in 
every  thing  are  like  the  artificial  health  pro- 
duced by  the  ufe  of  ardent  fpirits.  Its  vigor 
is  temporary,  and  is  always  followed  by 
miferyand  death. 

*  There  are  many  things  which  are  now 
familiar  to  women  and  children,  which  were 
known  a  century  ago  only  to  a  few  men  who 
lived  in  clofets,  and  were  diflinguiflied  by 
the  name  of  Philofophers. 

'  We  teach  a  hundred  things  in  our  fchools 
lefs  ufeful,  and  many  things  more  difficult, 
than  the  knowledge  that  would  be  neceffary 
to  cure  a  yellow  fever  or  the  plague. 

*  I  would  as  foon  believe  that  Ratifia  was 
intended  by  the  author  of  nature,  to  be  the 
only  drink  of  man,  inflead  of  water,  as  be- 
lieve that  the  knowledge  of  what  relates  to 
the  health  and  lives  of  a  whole  city,  or  na- 
tion, fliould  be  confined  to  one,  and  that  a 
fmall  or  priviledged  order  of  men.  But 
what  have  phyficians  ?    What  have  univcr- 

fities 


PRELIMINARY 


fities  or  medical  focieties  done,  after  the  la- 
bours and  fludies  of  many  centuries  towards 
leflening  the  mortality  of  peftilential  fevers? 
They  have  either  copied  or  contradid:ed  each 
other  in  all  their  publications.  Plagues  and 
malignant  fevers  are  ftill  leagued  with  war 
and  famine  in  their  ravages  upon  human  life. 

*  Botallus  in  France,  and  Sydenham  in 
England,  it  is  true,  long  ago  ufed  the  proper 
remedies  for  thofe  diforders  with  umverfal 
fuccefs,  but  they  were  unable  to  introduce 
them  into  general  pradlice.  The  reafon  is 
obvious.  They  recommended  thein  in  their 
writings  only  to  phyficians.  At  the  expence 
of  an  immenfe  load  of  obloquy,  I  have  ad- 
dreffed  my  publications  to  the  people.  The 
appeal,  though  hazardous,  in  the  prefent 
ftate  of  general  knowledge  in  medicine,  has 
fucceeded.  The  citizens  of  Philadelphia  are 
delivered  from  their  fears  of  copious  evacua- 
tions, of  cold  air,  and  cold  water,  and  above 
all  of  a  fore  mouth  from  mercury,  in  the 
fure  of  the  yellow  fever,  and  the  pride  and 
formalities  of  medicine,  as  far  as  they  relate 
to  this  difeafc,  are  now  as  completely  difcard- 
ed,  in  our  city,  as  the  deceptions  of  witcht- 
craft  were,  above  a  century  ago. 
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What  Dr.  Rufli  thinks  a  bold  meafure,  at 
this  time,  I  undertook  above  thirty  years  ago, 
and  have  ever  fince  been  the  butt  of  medical 
mahce.  The  period  is  not  yet  arrived  when 
medical  publications  may  be  addrefTed  to  the 
people  with  impunity.  The  fame  fpirit  of 
perfecution  has  been  excited  againft  Dr.  Rufh. 
beyond  the  Atlantic  ocean,  which  I  have  ex- 
perienced on  this  fide  of  it.  In  all  probabihty 
fome  ages  will  elapfe  before  phyficians  can 
be  convinced  that  their  art  will  never  be  truly 
honourable,  nor  extenfivcly  ufeful,  till  it? 
dodrines  are  laid  open,  and  candidly  fubmit- 
ted  to  the  examination  of  all  men.  While 
difguife  of  any  kind  is  pradlifed,  quackery 
will  prevail,  and  medicine  will  be  little  bet- 
ter than  a. piece  of  mummery. 

There  is  not  a  greater  miftake  than  to  fup- 
pofe  that  diffufing  medical  knowledge  en- 
courages quackery.  Quackery  is  founded 
on  ignorance.  The  man  who  writes  a  me- 
dical prefcription,  couched  in  myftical  cha- 
rafters  and  in  an  unknown  tongue,  counte- 
nances quackery,  the  very  exigence  of  which 
depends  on  difguife.  Jf  the  faculty  wifhtofun- 
prcfs  the  e  pefts  of  focicty,  the  advcrtiihl 
quacks,  they  muft  h.y  afide  all  manner  of  dut 

guifc 


3:xx 


PRELIMINARY 


guife,  and  ad:  like  honeft  men.  While  quacks, 
and  ignorant  retainers  to  phyfic,  engrofs  the 
largefl:  fliare  of  thepradlice,  medicine  will  not 
be  ableffing  to  mankind.  But  this  will  always 
be  the  cafe  till  men  become  fo  enlightened,  in 
medicine,  as  to  be  able  to  diftinguifh  between 
the  real  phyfician  and  the  mere  pretender. 

As  my  former  publication  has  been  garbled 
and  ferved  up  in  a  variety  of  forms,  I  make 
no  doubt  but  this  will  fhare  the  fame  fate.  It 
is  my  duty  therefore  to  inform  the  public 
that  no  medical  book,  bearing  my  name,  ex- 
cept this,  and  the  domeftic  medicine,  print- 
ed by  Mr.  Strahan  of  London,  is  genuine. 
This  caution  is  the  more  neceffary,  as  the  fize, 
type,  paper,  title,  and  matter  of  my  book 
have  been  fo  clofely  imitated,  that  whole 
Ipurious  edition^  have  been  fold. 

Men  have  been  emboldened  to  commit 
thefe- frauds,  from  a  pcrfuafion  that  I  was 
dead.  A  report  to  this  purpofc  was  circu- 
lated, by  the  faculty,  foon  after  the  publica- 
tion of  my  book  ;  no  doubt  with  a  view  to 
hurt  my  pradtice.  It  had  a  tendency  how- 
ever to  promote  the  fale  of  the  book*,  and 

«■  The  works  of  dead  auUiors  arc  generally  more 
cflcemcd  thin  lliofc  of  the  living. 

has 
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has  been  to  me  a  perpetual  fource  of  amufe- 
ment.  I  have  feldom  gone  into  mixed  com- 
pany without  hearing  many  things  which 
never  could  have  reached  the  ears  of  an  au- 
thor fuppofed  to  be  alive.  This  will  enable 
me  to  tell  the  faculty  many  things  they  little 
think  I  know  j  and,  by-and-by,  I  fhall  ten- 
der them  fome  whofefome  ADVICE,  with- 
out a  fee.  At  prefent  I  fhall  content  myfelf 
with  giving  them  one  hint,  which  is,  to  ad- 
here a  little  more  clofely  to  truth.  The  mif- 
reprefentations  which  have  been  circulated 
concerning  the  Domeftic  Medicine,  and  its 
author,  would  fill  a  folio  volum.e;  and,  what 
to  fome  willappear  furprifing,  it  confifts  with 
his  knowledge,  that,  by  thefe  mifreprefenta- 
tions,  even  Royal  Ears  hare  been  abufed. 

I  am  forry  to  obferve,  that  of  all  thofe 
^vho  have  attempted  to  imitate  my  book,  no 
one  has  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  improve  upon 
It.  This,  however,  I  confider  as  very  pradi- 
cable.  It  was  a  juvenile  performance,  and  is 
m  many  things,  defediive.  Thefe  defers  I 
have,  from  time  to  time,  endeavoured  to  fup- 
ply,  as  the  frequent  editions  afforded  me  op- 
portunities.  But,  as  the  book  is  now  become 

too 
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too  bulky  to  admit  of  any  farther  additions^ 
they  muft  appear  in  a  feparate  volume*. 

As  medical  treafures  of  immenfe  value  flill 
lie  concealed  from  the  public  eye,  it  is  my 
fupreme  wifli  to  bring  them  to  light,  for  the 
benefit  of  my  fellow  men.  Should  I  live  to 
accomphfli  this  important  purpofe,  I  hope  it 
will  be  thought  that  I  have  not  lived  altoge- 
ther in  vain.  If  mankind  is  benefitted,  my 
end  is  anfwered.  The  faculty  may  then  vent 
their  fpleen  in  what  manner  they  pleafe. 
Their  cenfure  will  always  conflitute  my  high- 
efl  praife. 

*  I  intend,  as  foon  as  leifure  -vvill  permit,  to  publifli  a 
fecond  volume  of  the  Domeftic  Medicine,  by  way  of  Ap* 
pendix.  This,  befide  many  new  articles,  will  contain  the 
pra£lical  obfervations  of  above  thirty  years,  which  have 
elapfed  fince  the  firft  part  was  written.  When  that  is 
completedj  I  hope  it  will  render  the  work  not  altogether 
unworthy  of  the  favourable  reception  with  which  it  has 
been  honoured  by  the  public. 


INTRODUCTION. 


THE  venereal  difeafe  has  for  many 
years  proved  the  feourge  of  Eurdpci 
When  and  how  it  was  introduced  into  this 
part  of  the  globe,  are  queftions  of  very 
little  importance.  To  check  its  progrefs 
however,  and  prevent  the  ravages  it  makes 
on  the  human  fpecies,  are  objeds  of  the 
iirft  confideration.  Thefe  ravages  are 
more  exteiifive  than  is  generally  imagined. 
Though  few  die  under  the  difeafe,  yet  its 
effeds  prove  fatal  to  many.  Number- 
lefs  conftitutions  are  inevitably  ruined, 
even  before  the  patient  is  aware  of  his 
danger,  or  the  proper  fteps  have  been 
taken  to  prevent  it4 

Nor  do  thefe  fufferings  affedt  the  guilty- 
alone  ;  the  innocent  are  often  involved 
m  them  :  Even  the  infant  unborn  is  pu- 
ni{hed  for  the  vices  of  its  parents,  Society 

fl  itfelf 
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itfelf  is  a  fuiferer.  Inftead  of  a  robul^' 
and  healthy  race,  men  become  weak  and 
puny  ;  are  eaten  up  with  the  fcrophula  and 
ether  difeafes,  till  at  length,  become  un- 
fit for  fuftaining  the  common  functions 
of  life,  they  dwindle  off  .  the  face  of  the 
earth. 

It  hm  ^ong  been  my  opinion  that  much 
of  the  mifchief  occafioned  by  the  vene- 
real difeafe  might  be  prevented  ;  and  that 
whoever  effeds  this  purpofe  will  be  one 
©f  the  greateft  benefadors  to  fociety. 
This  important  purpofe  can  only  be  ef- 
fected by  teaching  men  how  to  avoid  the 
malady  j  and,  when  they  have  been  fa 
unfortunate  as  to  catch  the  infedion,  to 
point  out  the  means  by  which  its  bad  con- 
fequences  may    generally  be  obviated. 
And  here  I  will  venture  to  fay,  that  if 
men  were  taught  to  do  what  is  in  their 
own  power,  and  had  refolution  to  put  it 
in  pra£tice,  there  v.'ould  feldom  be  occa- 
fion  for  the  phyfician,  and  little  reafon  to 
dread  the  confequences  of  the  venereal 
infedioDr 

While 
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Willie  men  are  kept  in  the  dark,  and 
told  that  they  are  not  to  ufe  their  own 
underftanding,  in  matters  that  concern 
their  health,  they  will  be  the  dupes  of 
defigning  knaves  ;  and  a  difeafe,  the  moft 
tradable  in  its  nature,  and  almoft  the  only- 
one  for  which  we  poffefs  a  fpecific  reme- 
dy, will  be  fuffered  to  commit  its  ravages 
on  the  human  race,  and  to  embitter  the 
moft    delicious   draught    that  Heaven 
has  beftowed  for  the  folace  of  human 
life. 

In  the  firft  edition  of  my  Domeftic  Me- 
dicine the  venereal  difeafe  was  not  in- 
ferted.    The  reafons  which,  at  that  time, 
induced  me  to  leave  it  out  were  of  a  de- 
licate nature.    Though  time  and  expe- 
rience have  long  convinced  me  that  they 
were  groundlefs  ;  yet  there  are  not  a  few 
who  have  exprelfed  a  wifh  to  fee  this 
difeafe  treated  of  at  more  length,  and  in 
a  feparate  volume.    With  this  wilh  I  am 
inchned,  on  many  accounts,  to  comply. 
Several  circumftances  attending  this  diC- 
order,  which  do  not  apply  to  any  other, 
render  it  highly  necelTary  that  every  one 

^  2  fhould 
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Ihould  be  acquainted  both  with  its  fymp- 
toms^  and  method  of  cure. 

The  venereal  difeafe  arifes  from  the 
gratification  of  the  ftrongeft  pafiion  which 
Nature  has  implanted  in  the  human  breaft ; 
a  paffion  which  has  often  acquired  its  full 
ftrength  before  reafon  has  affumed  her 
throne,  and  which  not  unfrequently  fets  ~ 
reafon,  even  in  the  full  plenitude  of  her 
power,  at  defiance.  Nature  never  in- 
tended that  the  propagation  of  the  fpecies 
Ihould  be  left  to  the  cool  didates  of  reafon. 

Though  the  power  of  this  paffion  is 
acknov/ledged  by  all,  yet,  in  moft  coun- 
tries, a  degree  of  turpitude,  unlefs  under 
certain  circumftances,<  is  annexed  to  its 
Gratification.    This  lays  the  foundation 

to 

of  concealment,  which  too  often,  both  in 
a  moral  and  medical  view,  produces  tragi- 
cal confequences.  Shame,  fear,  or  falfe 
modefty,  have  induced  many  a  young 
man  to  conceal  his  fituation,  till  the  dif- 
eafe has  become  incurable,  which,  if  taken 
in  the  firft  ftage,  would  not  have  occa- 
fioned  the  fmalleft  degree  of  danger,  or 
done  the  leaft  injury  to  his  conftitution. 

What 
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Wliat  pity  that  a  young  man,  tlie  hopes 
of  his  country,  and  the  darling  of  his 
parents,  fhould  be  fnatched  from  all  the 
profpeds  and  enjoyments  of  life,  by  the 
folly  of  one  unguaixied  moment,  and  by  a 
•difeafe  which  is  not,  in  its  own  nature,  fa- 
tal ;  and  which  never  proves  fo,  unlefs 
from  negled  or  improper  treatment !  Yet 
ithefe  diftreffing  fcenes  occur  every  day, 
while  the  afflidled  parents  ofte]i  remain,, 
in  ignorance  with  regard  to  the  real  caufc 
•of  their  misfortune. 

When  the  unhappy  fufFerer  by  this 
■difeafe  perceives  his  fituation,  the  fame  in- 
clination to  conceal  it,  too  often  induces 
him  to  apply  to  thofe  pefts  of  fociety, 
the  advertifmg  quacks,  who,  while  they 
promife  a  fudden  and  fecret  cure,  gene- 
rally difappoint  him.  Every  man  con^ 
verfant  in  the  cure  of  this  difeafe  will 
readily  own,  that  the  moft  deplorable 
cafes  he  meets  with  are  thofe  which  have 
been  under  the  care  of  quacks  ;  till  the 
patient,  convinced  of  their  ignorance,  had 
recourfe  to  proper  advice. 

^3  The 
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The  quack  not  only  holds  out  the  lures 
of  expedition  and  concealment,  but  of 
clieapnefs.  To  fome  patients  this  is  a 
matter  of  great  importance :  In  this  ex- 
pectation, however,  they  are  fure  to  be 
difappointed.  When  the  quack  finds 
that  the  patient's  pocket  will  hold  out  no 
longer,  he  generally  difmiffes  him,  telling 
him  he  is  cured,  or  leaving  him  to  find  a 
remedy  where  he  can.  No  doubt  the 
moft  ignorant  pretender  may  fometimes 
fucceed ;  but  as  untoward  circumftances 
will  frequently  occur,  it  is  fafer  to  be  in 
the  hands  of  one  who  knows  how  to 
treat  them,  than  of  him  who  pradtifes  at 
random,  and  treats  every  cafe  alike. 

We  daily  fee  a  pill,  a  powder,  or  a  drop 
advertifed,  to  cure  the  venereal  difeafe. 
It  would  be  equally  proper  to  advertife  a 
pill  or  drop  to  cure  all  difeafes.  The  dif- 
ferent fymptoms  of  the  venereal  diforder 
require  as  different  a  method  of  treatment 
as  any  two  difeafes  whatever.  Indeed, 
properly  fpeaking,  it  is  two  difeafes ;  or, 
at  leaft,  appears  under  two  fuch  diflierent 
I  forms, 
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forms ,  as  to  require  a  totally  difFerent  mode 
of  treatment.  Whoever  advertifes  any 
one  noftrum  for  the  cure  of  this  difeafe, 
evidently  knows  nothing  about  it :  The 
different  forms  under  which  it  appears, 
not  only  require  difFerent  medicines,  but 
even  the  fymptoms,  at  difFerent  periods  6f 
the  fame  fpecies,  differ  widely  from  one 
another,  and  are  not  to  be  treated  in  the 
fame  manner. 

The  whole  art  of  medicine  confifts  in 
difcrimination.     Any  man  may  know 
tlrugs,  but  few  know  how  to  apply  them. 
When  a  man  tells  ns  that  mercury  will 
cure  the  venereal  difeafe,  he  Informs  us  of 
nothing,  unlefs  he  points  put  the  fymp- 
toms in  which  mercury  is  proper,  and  alfo 
the  manner  in  which  it  ought  to  be  ad- 
miniftered.    Mercury  adminiftered  at  ran- 
dom, which  I  fear  is  too  often  the  cafe, 
muft  do  more  mifchief  than  good. 

One  great  misfortune  attending  thofe 
^ho  are  affliaed  with  this  malady  is  the 
neceffityof  difguife.  In  many  fixations 
ot  life  a  man  may  be  ruined  by  its  bein^ 
iaiown  that  he  laboured  under  the  vene! 

^  4  real 
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real  dlfeafe.  The  peace  of  many  a  fa^^ 
mily  has  been  broken  by  the  miftake  of 
an  unguarded  moment,  when  all  the  in-f 
jury  might  have  been  repaired,  and  the 
matter  kept  an  abfolute  fecret,  had  the 
unfortunate  perfon  known  how  eafy  a 
thing  it  is  to  remove  this  malady  on  its 
Erft  appearance.  Were  any  apology  ne- 
eeflary  for  extending  the  knowledge  of 
this  difeafe,  the  above  would  be  more 
than  fufficient. 

Tn  all  difeafes  it  is  of  importance,  as 
foon  as  poflible,  to  know  the  nature  and 
tendency  of  the  complaint :  But  in 
none  morefo  than  in  the  venereal.  This 
dreadful  malady,  which,  in  its  advanced 
ftages,  ^commits  fuch  ravages  on  the  hu^ 
man  fyftem,  as  to  deftroy  even  its  moll 
foHd  parts,  may  be  difarmed  of  all  its  vi- 
rulence by  fome  gentle  applications  on  its 
firft  appearance.  To  negligence,  or  to  tri- 
fling with  the  firft  fymptoms,  we  owe 
all  the  niifchief  arifmg  from  the  venereal 
difeafe. 

Other  difeafes  often  attack  men  una-, 
wares ;  but  this  is  feldom  the  cafe  with 

the 
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the  venereal  difeafe.  .  It  is  generally  the 
effed  of  .an  overt  ad:,  of  which  the  pa- 
tient muft  have  been  confcious,  and  has 
confequently  reafon  to  expert  it.  Thus 
•warned,  he  is  prepared  to  meet  the  difor- 
der  in  its  moft  early  fhape,  and  to  ufe 
fuch  means  for  preventing  its  further  pro- 
grefs,  as  will  be  pointed  out  in  the  fequel. 

A.  truly  diftrefsful  Htuation  frequently 
occurs,  which  makes  an  acquaintance  with 
the  early  fymptoms  of  this  diforder  ne- 
ceffary.  It  may  be  communicated  in  a 
variety  of  ways,  and  is  often  caught  by 
nurfes,  and  by  married  women,  whofe 
hufbands  lead  dilTolute  lives,  but  who 
either  want  honefty  or  refolution  to  warn 
them  of  their  danger.  The  deplorable 
fituationto  which  fuch  innocent  perfons 
are  often  re<luced,  before  they  are  ap- 
prifed  of  their  danger,  makes  fuch  com- 
munications as  this  highly  necelTary. 

Though  in  nineteen  out  of  twenty 
pafes,  where  this  difeafe  occurs,  the  pa^ 
tient  may  be  his  own  phyfician  ;  yet,  frona 
p.epuliarity  of  conftitutipn,  or  fome  un- 
known 
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known  caufe,  fymptoms  of  an  untoward 
kind  will  fometimes  appear,  which  may- 
render  it  neceffary  to  take  advice.  Thefe 
fituations  will  be  marked,  and  I  would  ^ 
advife  the  patient  always  to  apply  to  a 
man  of  charadier  and  fkill  in  his  profef- 
fion,  but  never  truft  himfelf  in  the  handi 
of  a  quack.  It  will  be  faid,  why  not  ap- 
ply to  a  man  of  Ikill  from  the  beginning  ? 
When  this  is  in  the  patient's  power,  it 
ought  to  be  done ;  but  in  many  fituations 
men  of  Ikill  are  not  to  be  found,  and 
where  they  are,  it  is  not  always  in  the 
patient's  power  to  obtain  their  afTiftance. 
It  is  chiefly  for  men  fo  fituated  that  the 
following  pages  are  compofed.  They  are 
not  intended  to  fuperfede  the  phyfician, 
but  to  fhow  the  patient  what  is  in  his 
own  power  in  fituations  where  better 
afliftance  cannot  be  obtained. 

It  is  acknowledged  on  all  hands  that 
the  venereal  difeafe  is  lefs  fatal  than  it 
was  formerly.  This  does  not  feem  to 
arife  from  any  change  in  the  nature  of 
the  diforder.     Cafes  every  day  occur, 

where 
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where  it  difplays  all  the  virulence  it  ever 
poflelled,  and  the  miferable  vid:ims  to  its 
rage  die  in  a  condition  too  horrid  to  be 
named.  Thank  Heaven,  however,  thefc 
are  few;  and,  if  proper  attention  were 
paid  to  the  firft  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe, 
they  would  be  ftill  lefs  numerous :  In^ 
deed  I  am  inclined  to  think  they  would 
hardly  exift.  During  a  longpradice  I  have 
not  known  one  patient  die  where  due  at- 
tention had  been  paid  to. the. diforder  from 
its  commencement. 

There  is  no  difeafe  which  exhibits  fucU 
ftriking  proofs  of  the  advantages  of  dif- 
fufing  medical  knowledge  as  this.  When 
men  were  totally  ignorant  with  regard  to 
the  nature  and  fymptoms  of  this  difeafe, 
they  confidered  it  as  a  plague,  and  gave'  " 
themfelves  up  for  loft  whenever  they  were 
affliaed  with  it :  Their  friends  and  rela- 
tions abandoned  them,  and  they  were  not 
only  denied  all   medical  affiftance,  but 
often  left  to  perifh  for  want  of  the  iiecef- 
faries  of  life. 

It  was  held  in  fuch  difgrace,  that  whole 
families,  where  it  was  fuppofed  to  be  here- 
ditary, 
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ditary,  were  defpifed,  and  all  connexions 
with  them  avoided.  Individuals  were 
not  allowed  to  come  into  company,  nor 
would  any  one  eat,  drink,  or  fleep  with 
them.  People  were  even  afraid  to  live 
under  the  fame  roof  with  the  patient,  left 
they  (hould  catch  the  infedion.  Nor  was 
this  all ;  a  degree  of  moral  turpitude  was 
annexed  to  this  malady,  which  rendered 
the  unhappy  fufferer  an  objed  of  reUgious 

abhorrence. 

While  fuch  opinions  prevailed  concern- 
ing this  difeafe,  the  confequences  may  be 
eafily  inferred.     The  unhappy  patient 
would  conceal  his  fituation  with  all  pot- 
fible  care,  and  would  fuffer  every  thing 
rather  than  become  an  objed  of  difgrace 
and  ridicule.    I  have  adually  heard  peo- 
ple fay,  that  rather  than  it  fhould  be 
known  they  had  this  malady  they  would 
lofe  their  lives.     While  fuch  fentiments 
as   thefe  prevailed,    it  is    no  wonder 
the  difeafe  ftiould  often  have  proved 
piortal. 

In  a  fever  or  rheumatifm,  even  wh^n 
pccafioned    by    the   patient's  impru- 
dence, 
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dence,  he  is  efteemed  an  objecft  of  com- 
paflion,  and  meets  with  general  corami- 
feration  :  While  the  unhappy  fufferer  un- 
der the  venereal  difeafe  is  feldom  pitied  ; 
nay,  fome  are  even  fo  cruel  as  to  think  he 
fhould  be  fuffered  to  perifh  without  affift- 
ance.  Widely  different  is  the  language 
of  humanity,  which  bids  us  do  all  we  can 
to  relieve  our  fellow-creatures  in  diftrefs, 
from  whatever  caufe  it  may  arife. 

People  now,  who  are  able  to  pay  for 
it,  generally  apply  for  affiftance  on  the 
firft  appearance  of  the  difeafe,  and  feldom 
allow  it  to  proceed  till  it  becomes  incura- 
ble. Unhappily,  however,  this  defcrip- 
tion  of  people  is  not  numerous.  For 
one  that  is  able  to  obtain  projJer  advice, 
ten  have  either  no  advice  at  all,  or,  what 
is  worfe  than  none,  had  advice.  What 
was  formerly  called  the  gentleman's  dif- 
eafe is  now  equally  common  among  the 
loweft  ranks  of  fociety.  It  is  here  the 
poifon  lurks,  which,  I  fear,  will  never  be 
eradicated.  Though  gentlemen  feldom 
fuffer  the  difeafe  to  remain  uncured  ;  yet, 

wlicn 
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when  the  infeftion  has  been  caught,  pef* 
haps  in  its  moft  virulent  form,  by  an  arti*» 
ficer,  a  common  fervant,  or  a  day  labourer, 
it  is  more  than  an  equal  chance  againft 
his  ever  obtaining  a  radical  cure. 

There  isone  clafsof  fociety  amongwhom 
this  difeafe  may  be  faid  to  have  its  ftrong 
hold  :  I  mean  that  defcription  of  females 
commonly  called  ivomen  of  the  town. 
However  thefe  unhappy  perfens  were 
'brought  into  this  fituation,  they  are  cer- 
tainly entitled  to  our  pity,efpecially  when, 
t®  all  their  other  misfortunes,  this  loathe 
fome  and  cruel  difeafe  is  added. 

Very  few  of  this  clafs  of  patients  ever 
get  thoroughly  well.  They  generally  ap- 
ply to  the  moft  ignorant  retainers  to  the 
medical  art,  and  even  to  thefe  they  never 
do  juftice.  They  feldom  take  the  medi- 
cines prefcribed  to  them,  and,  when  they 
do,  they  are  unable  to  obferve  a  proper 
regimen.  Their  necefTities  oblige  them 
to  go  out  in  all  weathers,  and  their  dilfo- 
lute  mode  of  living  is  fuch  as  to  counterad 
the  operation  even  of  the  beft-laid  plan 
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for  efteding  their  cure,  and  to  defeat  the 
endeavours  of  the  ableft  phyfician. 

Though  unable  to  pay  for  advice,  they 
have  much  in  their  own  pov^er,  both  with 
refpea  to  the  prevention  and  cure  of  the 
diforder.    By  a  thorough  attention  to 
cleanlinefs  they  may  often  avoid  the  in- 
fedtion  ;  and,  by  obferving  the  diredions 
contained  in  the  follov^^ing  pages,  they 
will  be  able  to  prevent  the  difeafe  from 
going  fo  far  as  to  endanger  the  conftitu- 
tion.    It  is  not  very  material  whether  a 
difeafe  is  eradicated,  or  rendered  fo  mild 
as  not  to  endanger  life  or  injure  the  health. 
It  is  my  fixed  opinion  that  thofe  two 
fcourges  of  mankind,  the  great  and  the 
fmall  pox,  might  both  be  difarmed  of 
their  malignity,  fo  far  as  to  be  no  longei: 
the  dread  and  terror  of  the  human  race. 
If  this  is  in  the  power  of  medicine,  who 
will  dare  to  fay  that  the  art  is  not  of  the 
greateft  importance  to  focicty  f 

In  a  former  work  I  have  endeavoured 
to  ihow  that  the  fmall  pox  may  be  ren- 
dered  alrnqft  h*rmlefs  by  inoculation; 

and. 
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and,  In  the  following  pages,!  fhall  attempt 
to  prove  that  the  venereal  difeafe  may  be 
difarmed  of  all  its  fting,  by  a  due  atten- 
tion to  its  firft  fymptoms.  When  1  have 
done  fo,  I  fhall  allow  the  Faculty  to  cen- 
furemy  condud  as  much  as  they  pleafe, 
and  fliall  truft  to  thofe  who  reap  the  be- 
nefit of  my  writings  to  vindicate  their 
author* 

If  the  venereal  difeafe  has  become 
milder;  than  it  formerly  was,  this  change 
is  not  owing  to  the  fkill  of  the  Faculty, 
but  to  the  general  knowledge  diffufed 
among  mankind,  concerning  this,  as  well 
as  other  difeafes.  Though  almofl  afhamed 
to  own  it,  I  am  old  enough  to  remember 
a  method  of  treating  this  difeafe  taught 
in  the  univerfities,  which  to  an  apothe- 
cary's apprentice,  of  the  prefent  times, 
would  appear  trifling. 

The  progrefs  made  in  the  knowledge 
and  cure  of  this  difeafe,  fmce  the  publica^ 
tion  of  the  Domcflic  Medicine,  is  a  fuffi- 
cient  apology  for  treating  it  here  at  more 
length ;  efpeci^lly  as  the  opportunities  I 

have 
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have,  lately  had  of  feeing  the  difm-der,-^ 
under  every  form,   Iwe  been  far  more 
numerous  than  during  the  early  period 
of  mypraiflice,    My  knowledge  of  the 
difeafe  then,,  was  chiefly  taken  from' 
booksod  Iklhall  now  do  little  more  than 
tranfcribe  my  own  obfervations,  adding, 
from  other  authors,  fuch  as  have  not  oc- 
CL^rred  to  myfelf    I  fhall  not  wantonly 
rejed  the  fentiments>.:of  other  writers  j 
neither  fliall  I  implicitly  adopt  them ,  un-j 
lels  where  I  have  reafon  to  think  .they 
are- well  founded.  ' 
•  I  -am  forry  to  fay  that  the  condud  of 
.  one  clafs,;of  the,  faculty,  who  claim  a 
kmd  of  exclufive  right  to  the  treatment 
ofthe  venereal  difeafe,  is  a  fcrong  inu 
ducementto  me  to  make  mankind  in 
general  more  acquainted  with  it.  The 
delicate  fituation  in  which  fome  perfons 
who   have  received  the  infection,  are 
placed,  puts  it  in  the  power  of  thofc 
whom  they  entruft  with  their  cure  to 
j^^ake  very  extravagant  demands,  as  thev 
^^now  few  people  would  chufe  to  liti- 
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gate  A  claim  of  this  nature.  I  am  far 
from  faying  that  this  is  the  condud  of 
furgeons  in  general ;  but  that  fome  are 
guilty  of  it  I  well  know  j  and  I  cannot 
help  confidering  it  as  the  moft  infamous 
fpecies  of  impofition  that  can  be  prac- 
tifed  on  any  man. 

It  is  far  from  my  intention  to  write  a 
complete  trcatife  on  the  venereal  difeafe. 
This  has  been  very  fully  accomphfhed 
by  others ;  neither  would  it  fuit  the  na- 
ture of  my  performance,   which  only 
aims  at  exhibiting  fuch  a  view  of  that 
malady  as  will  enable  any  perfon  of  com- 
mon fenfe  to  know  when  he  has  caught 
tbe  infedion  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
fuggeft  the  proper  means  for  preventing 
its  progrefs,  or  removing  it  in  the  early 
fl:ages. 


[    '9  ] 
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prevent  difeafes  mufl:  be'  of  mofe 
importance  than  to  cure  theni.  Lit- 
tle attention,  however,  has  been  paid  to 
this  branch  of  the  medical  art,  efpecial- 
ly  with  regard  to  the  venereal  difeafe. 
Here  the  prophylaxis  has  been  generally 
left  to  quacks,  who,  by  puffing  their  pre- 
tended antidotes,  have  amaffed  fortunes, 
while  credulous  men,  by  trufling  to  their 
lies,  have  been  tricked  out  of  their  mo- 
tley and  their  lives.  I  have  known  a 
dignified  noflrum-monger  infifl  that  a 
gentleman  had  not  the  lues,  merely  be- 
caufe  he  had  ufed  his  lotion  accordinjr 
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to  the  printed  diredions.  In  this  opi- 
nion he  ^erfifted  till  the  patient  had 
nearly  loft  his  life*. 

Men  feldom  give  themfelves  any  trou- 
ble about  a  difeafe  till  they  have  it. 
They  think  it  is  foori  enough  to  apply  the 
remedy  when  .they  feel,  the  diforder. 
Hence  the  bufineis  of  prevention  is  neg- 
lected, and  authors  complain  that  little 
can  be  done  to  e.ffed.this.purpofe ;  while 
the  fad  is,  that  the  proper  means  ar6 
feldom  nfed. 

'  That  hoth  the  clap  and  pox  may  be 
cjfteit.,  prevented,  by  due  attention  to 
tieanlinefs  alone,  does  not  admit  of  a 

r       .  ; 

•  Someyearsagolwasrequeftedto  ^a  as  umpire  be- 
tween a  furgeon  and  his  patient.  Tht  furgeon  infifted  that 
t^e  patent  was.poxed,  while  the  other  denied  it,  and  te^ 
fufcd  to  take  the  proper  medicines.  I.  at  firft  fight,  de- 
clared the  difeafe  to  be  a  confirmed  pox  ;  on  which  the 
Ventleman  produced  a  letter  from  a  titled  quack,  defn-ing 
toto  makehimfclfeafy,  for  that  he  could  not  pofTibly 
be  poxed,  if  he  had  made  ufe  of  his  wafh  accordn.g  to 
^theprinted  dircftiors.  I  told  himlknew  nothmgof  the 
'walh.  but  was  certain  that  no  wafh,  if  ufed  according  to 
risdireaions.  would  ever  prevent  the  infeftion  from  ta.- 
ng  place,  and  that  his  fuuarion  c.hibiced  an  evident  proof 

ofit'  doubt : 
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doubt:  and  even  where  the  pocky  in- 
fedlion  has  been  communicated,  its  bane- 
ful effedls  on  the  fyftem  may  be  obviated 
by  the  timely  and  proper  application  of 
mercury. 

I  do  not  mean  to  quibble  about  names,, 
but  I  maintain  that  a  man  who  has  a 
chancre  only,  cannot  with  propriety  be 
faid  tcbe  poxed.    If  the  difeafe  can  be 
fl-opped  in  this'  fl:ate,   which,  in  moft 
cafes  it  may,  furely  the  pox  is  to'atf  ih^ 
tents  and  purpofes  prevented ;  or  what 
is  nearly  equivalent  to  prevention,  thp 
difeafe  is  rendered  fo  mild  as  to  be  inof- 
fenfive  to  the  fyftem.    When  a  difeafe 
cannot  be  eradicated,  which  I  am  con- 
vinced is  the  cafe,  both  with  regard  to 
the  great  and  fmall  pox,   our  bufinefs 
furely  is  to  render  it  as  mild  as  poffible  j 
and  thank  Heaven,   it  is  now  in  the 
power  of  medicine,  to  difarm  thefe  her- 
culean maladies  fo  as  to  render  their  in- 
fluence on  the  human  conflitution  very 
inconfiderable. 

The 
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'I'he  bufinefs  of  prevention  arranges 
itfelf  under  the  three  following  heads ; 
tiamely,  the  moral,  political  and  medir 
^al  means  of  obviating  this  malady. 

To  the  ^rft  of  thefe,  as  far  as  my  re^ 
GOlledion  goes,  very  little  attention  has 
been  paid  ;  the  fecond,  unlefs  in  feme 
fmall  Hates,  has  been  wholly  negleded  j 
and  the  third,  as  has  been  already  ob- 
ferved,  is  generally  left  in  the  hands  of 
quacks. 

A  young  man  of  good  morals  is  cer- 
tainly lefs  apt  to  fall  into  thofe  fnares 
vvhich,  too  often,  lead  to  dcflruaion, 
than  -one  who  has  never  been  warned  of 
his  danger,  but  is  left  to  follow  the  bent 
of  his  own  inclinations.    Ko  laying  is 
more  true  than,      that  the  wicked  ihall 
tiot  live  half  his  days."— I  have  feldom 
known  a  young  man,  whofe  morals  had 
been  ncgkaed,  who  did  not  dalh  into 
every  vice  as  foon  as  he  was  capable  of 
it    and  whofe  life  was   not,  by  that 
nieans  contracted.  If  parents  knew  how 
neccffary  a  moral  education  is  for  pro- 
*  lon.cruig 
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longing-  the  lives,  of  their  offspring,  they 
would,  perhaps,  pay  more  attention  to  it, 
than  when  they  confider  it  as  merely 
fiibfervient  to  their  happinefs  in  a  future 
ftate. 

An  attention  to  health,  which  ought 
to  be  a  primary  objed;  in  .  the  education 
of  children,  is  feidom  confidered  as  even 
a  fecondary  one  ;  while  trifling  accom- 
plifliments,  of  little  importance  in  the 
purfuits  of  life,   generally  engrofs  the 
attention  both  of  mafter  and  fcholar. 
I  am  happy,  however,  to  find  that  an 
attempt  has  htdy  been  made  by  Dr. 
Faufl:,  a  German  phyfician,  to  imprefs 
the  minds  both  of  teachers  and  their 
pupils,  with  an  idea  of  the  importance 
of  health ;  and  that  this  attempt  has  met 
with  the  warmeft  approbation  of  his 
ferene  highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wirzburg. 

Young  men  are  prodigal  of  life.  They 
throw  it  wantonly  away  at  the  very  time 
it  is  moft  worth  preferving;  nor  do 
they  know  the  value  of  health  till  it 
IS  loft.    Many  a  painful  hour  might  be 

prevented 
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prevented  by  a  few  cautions  duly  im- 
preiTed  on  the  young  mind.  Early  im-f 
preflions  are  feldom  eradicated.  They 
generally  form  the  condud:,  and  become 
the  rules  of  life.  Were  a  young  man 
taught  to  believe  that  the  paths  of  plea- 
fure  lead  to  deflrudion  j  that  if  he  pur- 
fues  them,  he  will  never  arrive  at  ma-t 
ture,  age,  but;  fa]l  the  early  vidlim  of 
loathfome  difeafe ;  he  would  (liun  plea- 
fure  more  than  the  gates  of  hell.  The 
genuine  confequ^nces  of  vice  need  only 
to  be  painted  in  their  true  colours,  in 
order  to  make  it  an  objed:  of  horror  to 
the  youthful  mind. 

Young"  men  ought  not  only  to  be 
taught  to  (hun  the  allurements  of  vice; 
but,  if  they.fliould  be  fo  unfortunate  as 
to  contradt  the  venereal  difeafe,  by  no 
means  to  conceal  it.  Candor  is  a  virtue, 
and,  as  the  poet  fays,  the  firfl  fault  is 
eafieft  to  avow,^  ,iThe  complicaied  mif- 
^hief  arifi.ng  from,  concealment  of  this 
malady  is  only  known  to  thofe  who  have 
4n  opportunity  of  feeing  it  in  every  lhape 
^nd  for^  vinder  which  it  appears.  A 

young 
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young' man  ought  certainly  to' fland  in 
awe  of  parents  and  guardians  but  by  no 
means  to  be  fo  over-awed  as  to  l6fe  his  life 
rather  than  difclofe  his  fituation.  This, 
however,  is  no  uncommon  thine. 

Though  the  beft  guardian  of  virtue  is 
a  good  moral  education ;  yet  a  young  man 
•  who  has  had  every  advantage  of  this  kind 
may  go -wrong  ;  he  will  feldom  however 
perfifl  in  error;  whereas  a  youth,  void  of 
principle  will,  not  only  run  headlong 
into  vice  and  folly,  but  will  feldom  flop 
till  he  has  ruined  both  his  fortune  and 
conftitution. 

As  example  has  m'ore  "inflLience  than 
precept,  it  might  be  of  ufe  to  vouno- 
men  were  they  occafionally  taken  to  places 
where  the  unhappy  fufferers,  under  the 
venereal  difeafe,  are  congregated.  They 
would  there  fee  the  wretched  condition 
to  which  thoughtlefs  youth  may  be  re- 
duced by  the  a6t  of  one  unguarded  mo-i 
ment.  I  have  known  the  firft  miflake 
.made  by  a  young  man,  in  thisxvay,  coil 
him  his  life  ;  and  have  feen  others,  who, 
from  a  finglc  unhappy  connexion,  were 

rendered 
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rendered  incapable,  ever  after,  of  enjoy- 
ing connubial  happinefs. 

Though  parents,  tutors, and  guardians, 
were  to  ufe  every  endeavour  to  keep 
youth  from  the  fnares  laid  for  them  by 
bad  women  ;  yet,  owing  to  the  want  ot 
police  in  moft  great  cities,  they  would 
find. their  efforts  frequently  fruftrated.  It 
is  there  the  corruption  of  youth  is  almofi: 
unavoidable;  and  their  deftrudion,  alas! 
is  but  too  often  the  confequence. 

Much  might  be  done  towards  leffening 
the  ravages  of  this  baneful  malady  by  the 
exertions  of  the  public  magiftrate.  But 
to  affea  this  pUitpofe  would  require  more 
Ikill  and  attention  than  one  magiftrate  in 
a  hundred  is  equal  to.  Undue  interfere 
ence  in  thefe  matters  does  mifchief,  and' 
to  put  them  under  proper  regulations 
would  require  the  moft  confummate  wif- 
dom.  This,  however,  is  no  reafon  why 
lewd  women  fliould  be  fuffered  to  prowl 
about  in  the  public  ftreets  without  the 
leaft  reftraint. 

Were  men  to  be  feen  at  the  corner  of 
every  flrect  in  a  great  city,  armed  with 

fvvords 
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f words  and  bludgeons  to  put  everyone  in 
fear  of  his  life,  who  would  not  comply 
with  their  demands;  the  public  mind 
would  be  quickly  roufed,  and  proper  mea- 
fures  taken  to  fupprefs  them;  yet  the  dan- 
ger is  nearly  equal  from  thofe  unhappy 
females  who  Ik  in  wait  to  enfnare  the  un- 
Xvary  youth  as  he  paffes  along.  The  young 
man  mud  have  uncommon  refolution  in- 
deed, who  car.  always  refill  thefe  tempta- 
tions; yet  by  yielding,  in  a  fingle  inftance. 
be  may  be  undone.  One  flep  leads  on  to 
another,  till  the  unhappy  youth,  im- 
mured in  vice,  finds  it  impoffibleto  retreat. 
It  fignifies  very  little,  if  a  man  is  robbed 
of  his  health  or  property,  whether  it  is 
done  under  the  influence  of  fear  or  love. 

Nor  is  youth  alone  in  danger;  even  age 
find  experience  are  not  always  fufficient 
protedions  againft  the  allurements  of  beau- 
ty, and  folicitation.  Numbers, who  would 
not  go  in  queft  of  an  amour,  are  not  able 
to  refift  the  temptation  when  thrown  in 
their  way  wich  all  its  embcllifhments,  cf- 
pccially  after  the  focial  humour  has  been 
excited  by  wine  and  agreeable  company. 

It 
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It  is  then  the  proftituted  beauty  become? 
dangerous,  and  the  health,  happinefs  and 
peace  of  famihes  are  facrificed. 

Even  the  dehcacy  of  modeft  women  is 
hurt  by  the  number  of  common  proftitutes 
which  they  daily  fee  in  the  open  flreets  ; 
and  their  example  rnufl  have  an  unfavour- 
able influence  on  the  younger  part  of  the 
fex. 

I  fhall  be.  told  there  are  laws  in  this 
country,  forpunifhing  fuch women. True; 
but  are  any  meafures  taken  to  prevent  the 
evil  ?  the  means  ufcd  to  fupprefs  them  are 
at  once  cruel  and  ineffectual.  There  is  no 
want  of  good  laws  in  this  country  for  pu- 
"  pifliing  crimes;  hut  there  are  few,  or  none 
for  preventing  them.  Preventing  crimes, 
like  preventing  difeafes,  would  be  of  in- 
finitely more  importance  than  punilhing 
the  criminal. 

Were  it  my  province  here  to  dip  iiito 
affairs  of  police,  I  fl-iould  think  it  an  eafy 
matter  to  fuggeft  a  plan  by  which  the  pub- 
lic flreets  of  great  cities  might  be  freed 
from  thofe  women,  who,  by  night  and  by 
day,  infeft  them,  without  laying  any  un- 

ncGcfliiry 
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rieccffary  or  improper  reftraints  on  the 
intercourfe  between  the  fex,  did:ated  by- 
nature  and  reaifon.  Indeed  all  undue  re- 
ftraints  on  that  intercourfe  do  mifchief. 
They  lead  to  the  .commiffionof  unnatural 
crimes,  and  I  o  the  formation  of  connexions 
which  prove  injurious  to'  the  dea reft  in- 
terefts  of  fociety. 

.  Proper  laws  for 'the  prefervation  of 
health,  do  not  exift  in  any  eoiintry  with 
which  I  am  acquainted;  .hut: it, does  not 
from  hence  follow  that  they  are,  not  of 
great  importance.  Even  thofelaws  which 
are  made  for  the  protedion  of  property 
are, not,  ii^i  my  opinion,  more  neceffary, 
for  the  happinefs  of  fociety,  than  thofe 
which  relate  ; to  health;  though  every 
man  thinks  he  can  take  care  of  the  latter, 
but  wiflies  the  former  to  be  fecured  by 
penal  flatutes. 

With  the  legiflators  of  ancient  ftates 
health  feems  to  have  been  a  primary  ob- 
je£l  of  confideration  :  nor  do  we  think  it 
would  derogate  from  the  honour  of  mo- 
dern legiflators  were  they  to  follow  the 
example.  Mofes,  who  was  certain! v  one 
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of  the  mofl  anticnt  legiflators  of  whom  we 
have  any  account,  has  evidently  employ- 
ed a  great  part  of  his  excellent  code  of 
laws,  in  laying  down  rules  both  for  the 
prevention  and  cure  of  difeafes. 

I  know  the  wafliings,  feparations,  and 
purifications  enjoined  by  Mofes,  arefup- 
pofed  to  be  religious  inftitutions,  and  to 
have  a  reference  to  inward  purity.  Be  that 
as  it  may,  they  were  certainly  well  calcula- 
ted to  preferve  health  in  that  country,  and 
among  the  people  for  whom  they  were  in-^ 
tended.  Indeed  I  know  no  country  where 
cleanlinefs  can  bedifpenfed  with,  or  is  not 
neceffary  to  the  prefervation  of  health. 

Nor  is  Mofes  lingular  in  this.  Many  of 
thelaws  of  antient  Egypt  related  to  health, 
and,  as  we  are  told,  that  he  was  intruded 
in  all  the  learning  of  that  country,  there  is 
little  doubt  that  he  availed  him fclf  of  this 
information  in  framing  his  code  of  laws, 
many  of  which  are  fo  excellent  as  to  have 
been  adopted  by  the  moft  enlightened 
European  nations. 

As  impure  connexions,  however,  wi?l 
take  place  in  fplte  of  all  precautions  that 
T  '  can 
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can  be  given,  we  fhall  next  proceed  to 
point  out  fome  of  tbc  '  medical  prepara- 
tions, which  have  been  recommended  by- 
way of  preventives. 

Preventives,  as  might  naturally  befup- 
pofed,  confifi:  chiefly  of  waQies  varioufly 
prepared,  and  compofed  of  detergent  in- 
gredients. Here  however  I  muft  begleave 
to  premife  that  all  fpecip  wafhes  are  im- 
pofitions  on  the  public.  They  not  only 
poffefs  no  fpecific  virtues  for  the  preven- 
tion of  the  difcafe  j  but  they  divert  the  at- 
tention from  the  main  objea,  which  is 
walhing,  by  holding  up  the  idea  of  their 
being  poffelTed  of  fome  peculiar  qualities 
calculated  to  counterad  the  poifon,  and 
prevent  its  taking  effed. 

Much  may  be  done  by  wafliing,  if  pro- 
perly performed.  We  have  been  told 
It  fomctimes  fails ;  it  would  be  wonderful 
indeed  if  this  fhould  never  happen.  The 
wonder  is,  that  it  happens  fo  fcldom, 
confideringthecircumftanccs  under  which 
It  13  generally  performed.  What  other  peo- 
ples patients  do  I  do  not  know;  but  molt 
ot  mine  tell  me  that  when  they  caught 

th« 
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the  dil  brder  they  were  fo  concerned  in  li-> 
quor  as  not  to  be  capable  of  paying  proper 
attention  to  the  bufinefs  of  wafhing. 

Another  caufe  of  failure  is  the  propen- 
fity  mdf!:p'eoplehavetodefpifeevery  thing 
they  know,  or  that  is  plain  iind  fimple. 
Give  them  any  difguifednoftrum,  and  they 
will  ufe  it  J  but  they  have  no  faith  in  the 
virtues  of  plain  w^ater,  and,  if  they  have 
notfomefecret  Wafli  at  hand,  the  bufinefs 
is  neglediedi  Eve^n  .when  patients  have 
what  they  efteem  proper  waflies  by  them, 
they  are  feldom  properly  ufed,  Immerfion 
alone  is  deemed  fufficient;  but  no  lotion, let- 
its  powers  be  what  they  may,  can  prevent 
the  venereal  difeafe  by  fimple  immerfion. 

Such  is  theeffedt  of  wafliing  alone,  that 
a  centleman  told  me  he  had  tried  to  com- 
municatc  the  difeafeto  a  lady,  with  a  view 
toafccrtain  a  point  of  jcaloufyj  but  could 
not  effediit.  This  he  attributed  foicly  to 
her  extraordinary  attention  to  cleanlinefs^ 
I  have  known  men  who  for  many  years  had 
lived  freely,  with  regard  to  the  fex,  yet 
never  cnughtthe  venereal  infection, owing 
to  their  flrid  attention  to  ablution. 

In 
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In  all  cafes  cleanlinefs  is  a  virtue;  bilt^ 
in  the  commerce  between  the  fexes,  it  is 
indifpeniable,  and  thofe  who  negled  it 
are  little  better  than  beafts.  There  is  a 
merit  in  pradifing  this  virtue,  e^en  fvpp. 
the  fear  of  difeafe ;  but,  to  a  perfon  tho- 
roughly clean,  this  ftimulus  will  not  be 
necelfary.  If  any  virtue  prove  its,,  own. 
reward,  it  is  cleanlinefs. 

Nor  would  I  have  the  modcft  matron- 
lefs  attentive  to  it  than  the  impure.  Men. 
often  apply  to  me  who  think  themfeJves 
injured  by  their  wives.  They  have 
inflammations,  and  often  flight  exco- 
riation of  the  parts,  which  would,  never 
happen  if  their  wives  were  fufhciently 
attentive,  even  to  the  ufe  of  cold  water. 

As  a  grqat  number  of  different  waflies 
have  been  recommended  for  preventing 
infedion,  I  fliall  infert  a  few  of  them, 
premifnig,  at  the  lame  time,  that  all  their 
virtues  amount  to  little  more  than  thofe 
of  plain  water  properly  applied ;  or  wa- 
ter impregnated  with  fuch  ingredients  as 
may  render  it  more  detergent,  or  cleanf- 
ing,  as  foap  lees,  and  fuch-like. 

^  Some 
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Some  recommend  water  that  has  been 
impregnated  with  the  virtues  of  quick- 
lime ;  while  others  prefer  the  cauftic  al- 
kali, or  even  the  cauftic  volatile  alkali, 
properly  diluted.  Thefe,  we  have  reafon 
to  believe,  are  the  adive  ingredients  in 
moft  of  the  wafhes  commonly  kept  as 
fbcrets,  and  fold  at  a  high  price  to  en- 
hance their  value.  We  have  no  objec- 
tion to  their  being  ufed^  provided  the  ac- 
tive ingredients  are  fo  diluted  as  not  to- 
hurt  or  excoriate  the  parts. 

Many  ufe  Goulard's  extract  of  lead  as 
a  wafh :  It  is  not  fo  much  a  detergent  as 
a  dryer  ;  and,  though  it  makes  a  good  in- 
jedion  in  the  gonorrhoea,  we  cannot  in- 
fer from  hence  that  it  is  proper  as  a  pre- 
ventive lotion.    It  may  be  ufed  of  dif- 
ferent degrees  of  ftrength.    What  I  com- 
monly employ,  both  externally  and  inter- 
nally, confifts  of  a  tea-fpoonful  of  the 
-cxtrad:  to  a  tea-cupful*  of  common  water. 
The   corrofive   fublimate  of  mercury,. 
dilTolved  in  water,  has  been  recommended 

*  A  tea-cup   is  fuppofed  to   contain  about  four 
ounces. 
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as  a  proper  preventive  waOi.  It  may  no 
doubt  be  ufed^  hut  reqiiires  great  cautiofl^ 
otherwife  it  will  corrode  the  parts.  Two 
tt  fhfee  grains  to  a  tea-ciipful  of  water 
is  zi  mi4eh  as  can  be  ufed  with  fafety. 
The  fiibhmate  is  doubtlefs  a  powerful  re- 
medf  in  the  lues  ;  biit  how  far  its  fpeciflc 
virtues  may  operate  as  a  tValh,  I  cannot 
fay,  as  I  nevei-  made  trial  df  it  in  this 
\Vayi 

EVeri  the  crude  mercury  is  by  fomq 
nm  as  a  wafli .:  It  muft  be  well  triturated 
mth  hoftey  and  turpentine,  and  after- 
wards mixed  with  a  quantity  of  water 
fufficient  to  dihite  if.  It  is  a  clumfy  pre- 
paration. If  mercury  is  to  be  ufed  for 
this  purpofe,  We  would  fecoiamend  the 
fublimate. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  that  a  folution 
of  foap,  or  a  little  of  the  fhaving  pow- 
der, made  into  a  lather,  would  anfwer  this 
purpofe  as  well,  if  not  better  than  any 
other  wafh  whatever.  It  muft,  however, 
be  ufed  immediately,  and  applied  proper- 
ly,   reople  often  blame  the  wafh  when 

^  ^  the 


j6  OF  PREVENTING  THE  VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

the  fault  is  their  own.  No  wafh  wiU 
fucceed  unlefs  it  is  applied  early,  atid  with 
due  care. 

I  know  a  number  of  gentlemen,  who, 
Inftead  of  trufting  to  any  particular  wafh, 
make  ufe  of  whatever  Hquor  is  at  hand, 
as  beer,  wine,  punch,  negus,  brandy  and 
water,  rum  and  water,  &c.  Indeed  fome 
recommend  brandy  alone  in  preference  to 
any  thing  elfe.  I  have  reafon  to  believe 
it  is  a  good  wafh,  but  cannot  think  it  the 
worfe  for  being  diluted  with  water,  efpe- 
cially  with  warm  water,  if  at  hand ;  but 
it  ought  rather  to  be  ufed  eold  than  time 
lofl  by  waiting  till  it  is  made  warm.  Any 
liquor  may  be  fufEciently  warmed  by 
holding  it  for  a  fhort  time  in  the  mouth. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  II. 

GF  THE  VIRULENT  GONORRHOEA, 
OR  CLAP. 


JT  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  into  a 
critical  inquiry  concerning  the  diftinc- 
tion  between  fyphilis  and  gonorrhoea.  It 
would  only  tend  to  embarrafs  and  be- 
wilder my  readers.    My  aim  is  to  mark 
the  fymptoms  peculiar  to  each,  and  to 
point  out  the  method  of  cure.    It  is  not 
material  to  know  whether  the  gonorrhoea 
ever  produces  the  pox ;  or  if  the  pocky 
matter  can  excite  gonorrhoea;  fo  long- as 
we  know  that  each  is  attended  with  fymp- 
toms peculiar  to  itfelf,  and  that  they  re- 
quire a  totally  different  method  of  treat- 
ment. 


^  3  Mc. 
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Many  who  pretend  to  cure  the  vene- 
real difeafe,  treat  every  fymptom  in  the 
fame  way.  The  very  name  with  them 
impUes  the  ufe  of  mercury^  which  they" 
throw  into  the  fyftem,  with  a  Hberal  hand, 
upon  all  OGcafions.  I  have  feen  confti- 
tutions  totally  ruine4  by  ^h^  ufe  of  mer- 
cury, where  there  was  not  occafibn  for  a 
fingle  grain.  Indeed  mercury  generally 
does mifchief  in  a  gonorrhoea;  but  feldom 
any  good. 

The  term  gonorrhoea  is  .in^proper :  It 
fignifies  a  difcharge  .of  femen.  .Whereas, 
the  true  gonorrhcea  viriilenta  is  only  g.  ,dif- 
charge  of  mucus  from  the  urethra,  witj;- 
out  any  fem.inal  evacijiation  whatever. 
When  this  difcharge  is  accompanied  with 
19,  fenfation  pf  heat,  and  fome  degrejs  of 
pain  in  pafling  water,  which  the  patient 
has  frequently  an  inclination  to  void, 
there  is  little  r,eafon  to  doubt  that  he  la- 
bours under  the  gonorrhoea  viru.lcnta. 

It  is  impo/Tible  to  ?ifce,rt.ain  the  precife 
period,  after  impure  coition,  at  which  the 
running  will  appear.    Sometimes  it  takes 

place 
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place  in  a  few  hours ;  at  other  times  it 
requires  feveral  days ;  and  in  fome  cafes 
the  difcharge  does  not  appear  for  fev^'^ral 
weeks.  This  variety,  however,  does  not 
feem  to  have  any  confiderable  influence 
either  on  the  duration  or  virulence  of  the 
'difeafe.  In  moft  cafes  the  running  makes 
its  appearance  from  the  third  or  fourth, 
^o  the  feventh  or  eighth  day. 

The  appearance  of  tlxe  difcharge  varies 
;in  diiferent  patients.  It  is  generally  thin, 
and  of  ,a  yellow  colour,  with  a  greenifli 
caft ;  though  fometimes  it  is  white,  and 
.nearly  of  the  confiftence  of  purulent  mat- 
ter. In  fome  cafes  the  difcharge  is  brown, 
.and  in  others  bloody,  owing  to  the  ero- 
-fion  of  the  veffels  in  the  urethra.  In 
.common  cafes  the  difcharge  from  the 
.urethra  and  heat  of  urine  are  the  only 
fymptoms  which  occur  :  Though  fome- 
times thefe  are  accompanied  with  painful 
and  involuntary  eredions,  uneafinefs  of 
-the  tefticles,  and  of  the  abdominal  vifcera. 

Though  in  a  gonorrhoea  fome  degree  of 
uneafinefs   is  generally   felt  along  the 

^  4  whole 
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whole  courfe  of  the  urethra  ;  yet  the  pain 
is  commonly  feated  about  an  inch  from 
the  point  of  the  penis.  In  fome  cafes 
indeed  the  difeafe  fpreads  backwards,  fo 
as  to  extend  over  the  whole  length  of 
the  urethra,  and  even  to  the  bladder  ,it- 
lelf.  Nor  are  the  proftate  glands  and, in- 
ternal coat  of  the  bladder  alone  affeded. 
Sometimes  thepains  ftretch  from  thefe  parts 
along  the  ureters,  even  to  the  kidneys. 

It  is  impoffible,  at  the  beginning,  to 
fay  precifely  in  what  manner  any  cafe  of 
gonorrhoea  will  terminate.  Symptoms 
of  the  mildeft  kind  will  occafionally  fuc- 
ceed  to  a  violent  difcharge ;  while,  in 
othei'  cafes,  the  contrary  takes  place.  It 
is  generally  fuppofed  that  the  difeafe  will 
•prove  mild,  and  of  fhort  duration,  w^hen 
the  running  is  white  or  yellow  ;  and  that, 
when  it  is  at  firft  green,  or  tinged  with 
blood,  the  running  will  prove  obilinate  : 
But  though  this  may  be  generally  true, 
it  is  by  no  means  univerfally  fo. 

It  is  reckoned  a  favourable  fymptom  in 
gonorrhoea  when  the  difcharge  becom^ 
cy  thick; 
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thick  and  ropy.  Though  this  is  unquef- 
tionably  one  of  the  moft  favourable  oc- 
currences in  every  clap,  yet  it  is  by  no 
means  a  certain  proof  that  the  difcharge 
will  foon  terminate.  In  certain  conftitu- 
tions  the  running  will  prove  obftinate, 
even  where  the  fymptoms  are  all  favour- 
able. 

When  the  running  does  not  foon  be- 
come ropy,  but  continues  thin,  and  of  a 
pale  colour,  there  is  reafon  to  fear  that  it 
will  terminate  in  a  gleet.  This,  though 
by  no  means  a  dangerous  fymptom,  is  one 
of  the  moft  unpleafant  that  attends  the' 
venereal  difeafe,  and  in  many  cafes  proves 
very  obftinate. 

There  is  a  kind  of  fpurious  gonorrhoea, 
commonly  called  gonorrha^a  fimplex^ 
which  in  many  refpeds  refembles  the  real 
one.  Married  people  are  often  alarmed 
at  the  appearance  of  this  complaint,  and 
medical  men,  who  are  not  fufficiently  ac- 
quainted with  this  diforder,  may  do  much 
mifchief.  No  man  fhould  declare  any 
running  from  the  yrethra,  in  either  fex, 

to 
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to  be  venereal  from  the  appearance  only-;. 
hi  this  cafe  his  opinion  muft  he  guided  by 
icireumftances,  otberwife  he  will  be  apt  to 
^o  wrong. 

A  married  man  has  applied  to  me  fe- 
yeral  timeSj  thinking  himfelf  injured,  at 
■the  fame  time  affuring  me  that  he  had  aot 
been  guilty  of  any  deviation  from  his 
wife,  whom  I  knew  to  be  an  amiable  and 
virtuous  woman.  I  only  advifed  him  to 
wafh  the  parts  vv^ith  .Goulard's  extradl  and 
water  5  and  occafionally  to  throw  up  a 
little  of  it  .diluted,  as  direded  in  the  go- 
norrhoea. This  w^s  all  th^t  I  .ever  found 
neceffary  to  remove  tji.e  .complaint;  wbicU 
(generally  difappeared  in  a  few  days. 


METHOD  OF  CURE. 

It  has  already  been  obfcrved  that  mer^ 
jcury  is  not  neceflary  for  the  cure  of  a 
clap.  Soiijie  people  ira^ine  that  as  fooii 
as  the  infeaion  is  caught  the  fyftem  is 
tainted  ;  but  this  is  by  no  m..ean§  the  c;^/e ; 
Tlie  clap  is,  at  firft,  perfeaiy  a  locai  dii- 
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eafe,  and  may  be  cured  by  local  applica- 
tions. Thefe  are  generally  of  the  aftrin- 
gent  kind,  and  may  be  varied  in  a  variety 
of  ways.  Many  people  ^re  afraid  tp  ufe 
aftringent  medicines,  left  they  fhould  drive 
the  difeafe  into  the  habit  j  but  this  is  qwr 
jng  to  their  want  of  experience.  I  have 
ufed  aftringent  injeaions  in  the  cur.e  of 
clap  for  many  years,  and  cannot  fairly  fay 
I  ever  faw  any  difagreea.brle  confequen.ces 
that  could  juftly  be  imputed  to  them  ;  un^ 
lefs  in  fuch  ca.fes  a^  ^ill  „b£  afterguards 
pointed  out. 

As  foon  as  the  nmning  appears,  and 
there  is  no  inflammation,  ftridurc,  or 
fwelling  of  the  parts  to  forbid"  it,  my 
pradlice  is  immediately  to  ufe  an  aftrin- 
gent injedion.  Of  thefe  there  is  great 
variety.  Wha,t  I  prefer  is  the  white  vi- 
triol diftblv.ed  in  water:  This  may  be 
iifed  in  various  pTQportiqns,  from  half  a 
dram  of  vitriol  to  a  whole  dram,  to  the 
pmt  of  water:  But,  for"  the  conve- 
'niency  of  my  patients,  1  generally  give  it 
in  the  following  manner  : 

That 


44        OF  THE  VIRULENT  GONORRHCEA, 

That  they  may  not  have  any  trouble  in 
preparing  the  medicine,  I  diffolve  an  ounce 
of  white  vitriol  in  four  ounces  of  water, 
and  defire  the  patient  to  put  a  tea-fpoon- 
ful  of  it  to  a  common  fized  tea-cupful 
of,  water.  Of  this  he  is  to  throw  up  two 
or  three  fmall  fyringe-fuls,  five  or  fix  times 
a  day,  keeping  in  the  injection  for  fome 
time,  by  grafping  the  fore-part  of  the  pe- 
nis with  his  hand.  This  operation  is 
eafier  performed  than  defcribed,  and  can 
be  better  done  by  the  patient  himfelf  than 
by  any  one  elfe. 

The  above  quantity  is  feldom  all  necef- 
fary  :  Indeed  the  half  is  generally  fuffi- 
cient ;  but  it  is  better  to  have  fome  to 
fpare  than  to  have  too  little,  as  the  injecT:- 
ing  ought  always  to  be  continued  for  fome 
time  after  the  running  has  ftopped.  I 
have  known  this  quantity,  not  only  cure 
the  patient,  but  alfo  feveral  of  his  acquaint- 
ance ;  and,  as  it  will  keep  for  a  length 
of  time,  it  may  be  carried  to  fea,  or  on  a 
journey  of  any  length.    Several  patients 
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have  told  me,  that, after  cunng  themfelves, 
oil  a  voyage  to  America,  they  had  enough 
left,  out  of  the  above  quantity,  to  cure 
one  or  two  of  their  neighbours. 

-  Jf.  th,e.  injedtion  occafion  great  pain,  I 
order  it  to  be  weakened,  by  adding  fome 
water  to  it,  fo  as  to  lower  it  to  the  pa- 
tient's feeUngs.  If  the  running  does  not 
ftop  in  a  few  days,  I  defire  him  to  make 
it  ftronger,  by  adding  a  Httle  more  of  the 
folution,  till  it  is  as  ftrong  as  he  can  bear. 
In  this  way  the  medicine  can  always  be 
adapted  to  the  patient's  feelings,  and  to 
the  exigencies  of  the  cafe. 

The  preparation  of  lead,  which  com- 
monly goes  by  the  name  of  Goulard's 
Extradt,  may  be  ufed  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  folution  of  vitriol,  and  will  have 
nearly  the  fame  effeds.  Where  the  one 
does  not  fucceed  to  my  wifli,  I  commonly 
try  the  other;  but  am  more  partial  to 
the  vitpiol,  as  I  think  lead  ought  always 
to  be  applied  with  caution  to  interior  fur- 
faces. 

As  one  or  other  of  thefe  injedions, 
made  Aronger  or  weaker  according  to  cir- 

cumftances, 
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cumftances,  generally  faccecds,  I  feldom 
find  occaiion  for  any  of  a  different  na- 
ture ;  but,  that  patients  may  have  it  in 
their  power  to  make  a  choice,  I  have  fub- 
joined  various  forms  of  injedtion  at  the 
end  of  the  book. 

iThis  injed:ion  generally  cures  a  clap  iti 
a  few  days,  provided  no  untoward  fytnp- 
toms  appear.  I  make  it  a  rule,  however, 
to  keep  the  body  gently  open  during  the 
ufe  of  the  injedlion.  This  riiay  be  done 
various  ways,  but  gentle  purgatives  are 
the  beft.  What  I  generally  ufe,  for  this 
purpofe,  is  a  cooling,  opening  powder, 
compofed  of  cream  of  tartar  and  gum 
arabic,  in  powder,  each  stn  ounce ;  jalap 
in  powder,  two  drams :  Thefe  are  to  be 
mixed,  and  a  tea-fpoonful  taken  at  bed- 
time in' a  cup  of  gruel  or  any  other  weak 
drink.  Should  thi^  have  no  effe<rr,  ano- 
ther tea-fpoonful  may  be  taken  in  the 
morning,  and  a  third  at  noon,  if  found 
necefcy  to  keep  the  body  open.  If  a 
tea-fpoonful  of  the  powder  gives  more 
than  one  motion,  it  will  be  fuflicient  to 
ufe  it  every  fecond  or  third  day. 

The 
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The  patient's  body  is  not  only  to  be 
kept  open,  but  he  ought  to  avoid  all  food 
and  drink  of  a  heating  or  fiimulating  na- 
tUfe.  iie  is  likewife  to  avoid  violent  ex- 
cfcife,  and  every  thing  that  may  heat  or 
inflame  the  parts,  as  hard  drinking,  run- 
ning, wreftling,  riding,  arid  ftich-llke. 
Cold  is  alfo  to  be  guarded  againft,  efpeeial- 
]y  expoftire  to  wet,  fitting  in  daiilp  places, 
fleeping  in  damp  beds,  keeping  oriVet 
clothes,  arid  the  like. 

Sometimes  tintoward  fymptoms  will- 
occur,  in  fpite  of  ill  oiir  care ;  but  thefe 
would  be  lefs  frequent  were  due  attention 
paid  to  the  patient's  diet,  and  the  other 
articles  mentioned  above.  It  is  to  "be  te- 
gretted  that  patients  have  not  this  always 
in  their  power;  and  when  they  have, 
they  are  often  very  negligent. 

Though  injedions  will  be  found  by 
far  the  moft  agi-eeable,  fafe,  and  expedi- 
tious method  of  cure ;  yet  they  are  not 
to  be  indifcriminately  ufed  in  all  cafes, 
and  in  every  flage  of  the  gonorrhoea. 
By  notdiftinguiaiing  between  thofe  cafes 

where 
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where  injections  may  or  may  not  be  ufed, 
much  mifchief  is  done,  and  the  practice 
brought  into  dlfcredit. 

There  are  particular  habits  of  body 
where  injections  do  hurt ;  fuch  as  the 
-highly  inflammatory,  or  perfons  of  a  very 
irritable  nerve.  In  fuch  habits  injections 
are  either  not  to  be  ufed  at  all,  or  to  be 
begun  in  a  very  diluted  ftate,  and  gra- 
dually increafed  in  Rrength  till  they  pro- 
duce their  effed.  If  any  fymptoms  of 
inflammation  or  fwelling  appear,  they  are 
immediately  to  be  difcontinued. 

While  the  inflammation  is  confined  to 
the  lower  part  of  the  urethra,  and  does 
not  extend  upwards  toward  the  root  of 
the  penis,  or  neck  of  the  bladder,  it  is  fafe 
to  injeCt  ;  but  when  the  inflammation  ex- 
tends upwards,  and  feems  to  threaten  the 
proftate  glands,  the  bladder,  and  parts  ad- 
jacent, injections  would  prove  hurttul. 

In  the  firfl:  fl:age  of  gonorrhoea  the  dif- 
charge  proceeds  from  a  part  of  the  ure- 
thra not  above  an  inch,  oratmoflian  inch 
and  a  half,  from  the  point  of  the  penis. 

While 
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While  this  Is  the  cafe,  even  though  a  con- 
fiderable  heat  of  urine  ^,  and  fome  degree 
of  chordee  takes  place, "  injedions  may 
be  ufed  with  great  advantage  ;  and  thefe 
fymptoms,  inftead  of  being  aggravated, 
will  by  their  means  be  alleviated. 

What  is  called  the  inflammatory  diathe- 
fis  is  fo  ftrong  in  fome  patients,  that  I 
have  feen  a  Urge  tumour  rife  in  the  groin 
merely  from  the  application  of  cold  wa- 
ter externally  to  the  parts  of  generation, 
during,  the  progrefs  of  a  gonorrhoea, 
which  was  fo  gentle,  that  the  patient  mif- 
took  It  for  a  gleet,  and  took  this  method 
ot  removing  it. 

.  J^'  ^'"^  ^^^^enon  with  regard  to  In- 
jeamg  is  the  ftate  of  the  inflammation. 
When  this  runs  high,  with  gi-eat  tenfion. 
pam,  and  fwelling  of  the  parts,  it  would 
be  wrong  to  injed:.    Indeed,  when  thia 

is  11^ '  °'        °'  »  called, 

-^••ch  the  unj ^(^  over 


OF  THE  VIRULENT  G/ONORRhCEA, 

is  the  cafe,  the  running  ought  rather  t& 
he  encouraged  than  checked,  and  the  pa- 
tient put  upon  a  cool  and  diluting  regi- 
merf,  affifted  by  bleeding  and  other  eva- 
ctiations. 

When  the  inflammation  is  confiderable, 
it  fometirties  terminates  in  fuppuration,  a 
circumftance  by  all  means  to  be  guarded 
againft  ;  as  it  not  only  proves  highly  di£- 
treffing  to.  the  patient,  but  is  frequently 
deftrudlive  to  the  parts  of  generation.  In 
this  cafe  every  effort  is  to  be  made  to 
ward  off  the  impending  danger,  by  lef-, 
fening  the  inflammation. 
'  To  check  the  progrefs  of  inflammation, 
befides  the  means  already  mentioned,  I 
would  recommend  poultices,  made  with 
the  fugar  of  lead,  or  Goulard's  extrad, 
to  be  conftantly  applied  to  the  parts,  and 
bleeding  with  leeches.    This,  which  has 
been  my  pradice  for  many  years,  now 
begins  to  become  general.     In  almoft 
every  local  inflammation,  leeches  may  be 
applied  with  advantage,  but  in  none  with 
greater  benefit  than  thofe  of  the  genitals. 

I  have 
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I  have  often  been  a  witnefs  of  their  good 
effedls  in  fuch  cafes,  and  would  recom- 
mend are-application  of  them  as  often  as 
the  fymptoms' may  render  it  necefTary; 
or,  till  the  inflammation  is  abated* 

The  gonorrhoea  in  women,  differs  fo 
little  from  the  fame  difeafe  in  "men,  both 
in  its  fymptoms  and  method  of  cure,  that 
it  hardly  merits  particular  notice.  The 
fymptoms,  however,  are  milder  in  women 
than  in  men  ;  and,  from  fome  of  the  moft 
diflreffrng^  they  are  wholly  exempted :  But 
the  feat  of  the  difeafe  being  nearer  the 
bladder  in  women,  that  organ  is  more 
liable  to  inflammation  than  in  the  other 
fex  ;  nor  do  they  fuffer  lefs  from  what  is 
called  the  heat  of  urine* 

As  women  are  fubjeft  to  other  dif- 
charges,  which  have  a  great  refemblance 
to  the  gonorrhoea,  it  is  more  difficult  to 
afcertain  the  exiftence  of  the  difeafe  in 
them  than  in  men.  It  may,  however^  be 
known  from  the  heat  of  urine,  which 
rarely  occurs  except  in  gonorrhoea,  and 
likewife  from  the  colour  ar^d  confiftence 

E  2  of 
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of  the  dlfcharge,  which  is  thinner  and  more 
pale  in  the  Jiuor  albus  than  in  the  gonor- 
rhoea. 

The  dlfcharge  Is  to  be  removed  in  the 
fame  manner,  and  by  the  fame  means,  as 
in  men :  And,  if  the  inflammation  runs 
high,  the  fame  cooling  medicines  will  be 
neceffary ;  likewifs  bleeding  and  gentle 
purges.  It  is  fortunate  that  the  fame  af- 
tringent  injections  which  are  ufed  for  the 
gonorrhoea  are  equally  proper  in  the 
whites.  The  only  circumftance  that  can 
forbid  their  ufe  is  a  high  degree  of  in- 
flammation, efpecially  when  the  inflam- 
mation extends  to  the  coats  of  the  blad- 
der, which  may  be  known  by  the  pain 
affe£ting  that  very  fenfible  organ  in  a  high 
degree. 


OF  THE  CHORDEE. 
A  painful  fymptom  which  often  at- 
tends the  virulent  gonorrhoea,  is  called  a 
chordee.    This  is  peculiarly  troublefome 
in  the  night,  or  when  the  patient  has  an 

credion. 
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credlon.  In  habits  liable  to  mflafnmi- 
tion,  or  where  the  pain  is  violent,  bleed- 
ing and  other  evacuations  are  neceflary. 
Some  recommend  emollient  injedions, 
with  laudanum,  and  rubbing  the  parts 
with  mercurial  ointment. 

I  generally  order  the  parts  to  be  frc-. 
quentlj  rubbed  with  camphorated  oil,  or 
fome  emollient  ointment ;  and  the  patient 
to  take  from  thirty  to  forty  drops  of  lau- 
danum in  a  draught,  at  bed-time.  As 
this  fymptom  is  conneded  with  inflam- 
mation, the  patient  ought  to  live  fparingi 
ly,  and  to  avoid  the  fight  of  fuch  objea* 
as  may  excite  lafcivious  ideas. 
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CONSEQUENCES  OF  THE  VIRULENT 
GONORRHCEA. 


ALTHOUGH  gonorrhoea  virulenta 
is  only  a  local  difeafe,  and  does  not 
feem  to  affea:  the  fyftem ;  yet  it  often 
cccafions  fymptoms  which  prove  both 
tedious    and    troiiblefome :  Symptoms 
which,  though  riot  always  dangerous,  are 
very  vexatious,  and  fometiines  continue 
during  the  patient's  life.    Of  thefe  the 
moft  common  are,  obftrudions  in  the 
urethra,  fwellings  of  the  tefticles,  and  of 
the  lymphatic  veffels,  gleets  and  feminal 
weakneffes,  warts,  excoriations,  and  other 
affedions  of  the  glans  and  prepuce. 

OF 
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OF  OBSTRUCTIONS  IN  THE  URETHRA. 

Of  all  the  fymptoms  fubfequent  to  a 
-  virulent  gonorrhoea,  the  moft  painful  and 
dangerous  are  ftridures  of  the  urethra, 
or  urinary  paffage.  Thefe  not  only  en- 
danger, but  often  deftroy  life ;  and,  when  ' 
the  patient  falls  into  unfkilful  hands,  he 
.  may  be  deprived  of  his  virility.  When 
thefe  fymptoms  do  not  yield  to  bleeding, 
cooling  purges,  emollient  fomentations, 
and  the  ufe  of  bougies,  the  affiftance  of 
an  able  furgeon  fliould,  if  poffible,  be 
procured.  He  will  generally  find  occa- 
fion  for  all  his  Mil  in  removing  thefe  un- 
toward affeaions,  which,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  moft  Ikilful  treatment,  will  fome- 
times  occur. 

Obftrudions  in  the  urethra  may  be 
occafioned  by  fpafmodic  affedions  of  the 
part,  tumours  in  the  fubftance  of  the 
urethra  and  neighbouring  parts  j  flefhy 
excrefcences ;  carruncles,  &c.  In  all 
tliefe  affeaions  the  patient  is  to  expea 
relief  chiefly  from  the  proper  ufe  of  bou- 

^  4  gies. 
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gies.    Though  a  degree  of  fcience  might 
feem  neceflary  for  the  proper  managemeat 
of  bougies,  I  have  always  found  patients, 
with  a  very  little  inftrudion,  able  to  make 
a  proper  ufe  of  them,  without  any  trou- 
ble or  danger  to  themfelves.    Indeed,  if 
a  patient  does  not  know  how  to  intro- 
duce a  bougie  himfelf,  it  will  often  be  of 
no  ufe  to  him.    A  man  may  be  feized 
with  an  obftrudion  of  urine  on  a  journey, 
or  in  many  fituations  where  he  can  neither 
procure  a  bougie,  nor  find  a  perfon  to  in- 
troduce it.    Patients  have  often  told  me 
that  they  muft  have  loft  their  lives  on  a 
journey,  if  they  had  not  carried  bougies 
along  with  them,  and  known  how  to  ufe 
them.    Indeed  every  perfon  fubjed:  to 
obftrudions  of  urine  ought  to  carry  bou- 
gies in  his  pocket. 

It  is  not  here  neceflary  to  give  any  in- 
ftrudions  concerning  the  making  of  bou- 
gies, as  they  can  always  be  had  ready 
made,  of  a  fuperior  conftrudtion  to  any 
that  men,  not  pradifed  in  the  art,  can 
pretend  to  make  themfelves.  They  ought, 

however^ 


^OBSTRUCTIONS  IN  THE  ^R^ITHRA. 

iioweycr,  to  be  made  with  care.  Should 
a  bougie  break  in  the. urethra,  it  might  be 
attended  with  very  ferious  confequences. 
Nor  is  care  lefs  neceffary  in  introducing 
them,  otherwife.  much  mifchief  may  be 
done  by  wounding  and  irritating  the  ten- 
der parts  about  the  neck  of  the  hladder. 

In  ufmg  bougies  it  will  be  proper  al- 
ways to  begin  with  a  fmall  one,  and  gra- 
dually to  ufe  them  of  a  larger  fize,  as  the 
urethra  becomes  dilated,  and  is  accuftomed 
to  bear  them.  They  ought  alfo  to  be 
gently  introduced,  avoiding  force  as  much 
as  poffible,  and  humouring  the  paffage  fa 
as  not  to  give  pain  or  fetch  blood. 

A  knowledge  of  the  force  that  may  be 
necelfary  in  paffing  a  bougie  cannot  be  ac- 
quired but  by  praaice.  Indeed  the  whole 
art  of  furgery  is,  in  a  great  meafure,  ac 
quired  m  this  way.  A  man  will  leara 
more  from  feeing  the  operation  once  per- 
formed, or  from  having  it  done  upon  him- 
lelt,  than  from  twenty  pages  of  defcription. 
^  The  tune  that  a  bougie  fliould  remain 
in  the  urethra  myft  be  regulated  by  the 

patient's 


5?       OBSTRUCTIONS  IN  THE  URETHRA. 

patient's  feelings.  Few  people  at  firft  can 
bear  to  keep  them  in  above  half  an  hour; 
but,  by  cuftom,  they  come  to  be  able  to 
l^t  them  continue  for  federal  hours,  and 
fpme..£L:eep  with  themin  all- night.  Walk- 
ing arid  other  exercife,  ^vhile  a  bougie  is 
in?  the  urethra,  ought  to  be  avoided,  as  it 
is  apt  to  hurt  and  inflame  the  parts. 

Another  mode  of  regulating  the  time 
for  keeping  a  bougie  in  the  urethra  is  the 
intention  for  which  it  is  ufed.  If  it  is  in- 
troduced only  with  a  view-  to  draw  off 
the  water,  there  is  no  occafion  for  its  re- 
maining in,  as  the  urine  generally  follow* 
as  foon  as  it  is  withdrawn.  When  the 
intention  is  to  remove  carruncles  or  ftric- 
tures,  it  ought  to  be  kept  in  for  feveral 
hours,,  or  ^  all  night,  if  the  patient  can 
bear  it. 

In  ufmg  a  bougie  great  care  fliould  be 
taken  to  prevent  its  flipping  into  the  blad- 
der, otherwife  a  painful  and  dangerous 
operation  would  be  neceflary  for  extraft- 
ing  it..  This  may  always  be  prevented  by 
bending  about  half  an  inch-  of  the  thicker 

end 
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end  of  the  bougie,  and  tying  a  piece  of 
narrow  tape  or  pack-thread  round  it,  of  a 
fufEcient  length  to  prevent  its  getting  in- 
.  to  the  bladder  ;  or,  if  it  fhould  flip  in,  to 
draw  it  out  again, 

A.  bougie  ought  always  to  be  tried  be- 
fore it  is  introduced,  by  bending  it  thq 
whole  Tength  with  the  finger,  fo  a«  to  be 
fatisfied  that  it  is  elaftic  and  tough  at  ever^ 
part.  Whether  they  had  been  impro- 
perly formed,  or  .kept  till  they  were  rot- 
ten, I  do  not  know;  but  I.have  feen  bou- 
,  gies,  when  attempted  to  be  bent,  fnap  likq 
a  bit  of  glafs.  The  beft  way  to  have 
them  genuine  is  to  apply  to  a  perfon  of 
charaaer  who  makes  them  himfelf,  and 
to  pay  the  beft  prices,  as  they  are  fold  at 
very  different  rates;., but  cheap  articles  of 
this,  kind  are  never  to  be  trufted.  In- 
deed, in  ^every  thing  belonging  to  medi- 
cine, whatever  is  fold  low,  is  generally 
doubtful. 


Of 
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OF  THE  SWELLED  TESTICLE. 

A  fwelling  of  the  tefticle  is  not  pecu- 
Rar  to  the  gonorrhoea.  I  have  feen  it 
where  no  fuch  difeafe  ever  had  exifted : 
But  as  it  frequently  occurs  during  the 
progrefs  of  this  difeafe  ;  and  is  a  very 
troublefome  fymptom,  we  fliall  mark  its 
progrefs,  and  point  out  the  moft  Hkely 
means  for  leffening  th0  pain,  and  remov- 
ing the  diforder. 

Sometimes  both  tefticles  fvs^ell ;  but  It 
more  frequently  happens  only  to  one ; 
though  occafionally  they  are  aife£ted  in 
turns.  The  firft  attack  is  very  painful, 
l>ut  afterwards  the  pain  is  inconfiderable. 
The  fwelling  at  firft  is  chiefly  confined  to 
one  part  of  the  tefticle  ;  afterwards,  how- 
ever, and  fometimes  in  a  very  ftiort  fpace, 
it  affefts  the  whole.  In  the  progrefs  of 
the  difeafe  the  tefticle  becomes  hard,  the 
Ikin  which  covers  it  puts  on  an  inflam- 
matory appearance,  and  the  pain  is  ac- 
companied with  a  fenfation  as  if  the  tefti« 
cle  was  moving  or  rolling  about. 

When  the  tefticle  fwells,  the  running 
generally  abates.    This  leads  people  to 

imagine 
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imagine  that  the  fwelling  is  occafioned  by 
the  matter  falling  on  the  tefticle ;  hut  it 
evidently  proceeds  from  a  transfer  of  the 
inflammation  from  the  one  part  to  the. 
other,  arifmg  from  fympathy,  or  from  ir- 
ritation. Whatever  is  the  caufe,  it  ought 
to  be  removed  with  all  poflible  fpeed,  as 
it  has  many  difagreeable  confequences^ 
fome  of  which  continue  for  life,  and  evea 
tend  to  deftroy  the  power  of  procreation. 

As  the  confequences  arifmg  from  aa 
inflamed  tefticle  are  dangerous  in  propor- 
tion to  the  degree  of  inflammation  that 
takes  place,  our  great  aim  mufl:  be  to 
keep  the  inflammation  as  much  under  as 
poffible..  This  will  be  beft  eifeded  by 
keeping  the-- body  gently  open,  applying 
anedynes  and  repellents  to  the  parts  affed:- 
ed,  ufmg  opiates  internally  and  leeches 
externally. 

It  has  been  already  obferved  that  in  all 
local  inflammations  one  of  the  beft  reme- 
dies is  bleeding.  In  full  habits  blood  may 
be. taken  from  the  arm;  but  it  will  have 
atoter  effba  if  taken  from  the  part,  op 
«  near,  to  it  as.  poffible.    This  may  be 

S  done 


6-L  OF  THE  SWELLED  TESTICLl!. 

done  by  appljang  leeches  to  the  fcrotum. 
i  fhall  be  told  that,  as  the  bite  of  a  leech 
cannot  reach  the  tefticle,  it  will  be  of  no 
life  :  But  reafoning  is  of  little  weight 
againft  daily  obfervation.  Long  expe- 
rience has  taught  me  the  benefits  of  this 
practice  ;  and  I  will  venture  to  fay,  it  is 
both  the  fafeft  and  beft  remedy  for  the 
inflamed  tefticle,  with  which  we  are  yet 
acquainted. 

What  firft  led  me  to  try  this  practice 
was  the  cafe  of  an  officer  of  the  army, 
who  had  the  misfortune  to  get  a  fwelled 
tefticle,  a  few  days  before  he  was  obliged 
to  embark  with  his  regiment  for  the  Weft 
Indies.  Something  was  to  be  done  im- 
mediately :  I  ordered  as  many  leeches  as 
conveniently  could  to  be  applied  to  the 
fcrotum,  and  to  be  renewed  occafionally, 
as  circumftances  might  require.  By  this 
means  the  fwelling  and  inflammation  had 
fo  far  fubfided,in  three  or  four  days,  that 
he  was  able  to  attend  to  his  duty. 

When  the  bleeding  is  properly  conduc- 
ed,there  will  be  little  occafionforany  other 
medicine.-  It  will  be  necelTary,  however, 
7  -x  t© 
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to  keep  the  body  gently  open,  by  fuch " 
things  as  are  recommended  in  the  go- 
ttorrhoea.  When  the  pain  is  very  intenfe^ 
from  twenty-five  to  thirty,  or  thirty-five 
drops  of  laudanum  may  be  taken  in  a  lit- 
tle of  the  patient's  drink,  twice  a  day,  or 
oftener,  if  necelTary  to  eafe  the  pain. 

Repellent  applications  are  recommend- 
ed, and  may  have  their  ufe.  Some  apply 
cloths  dipped  in  brandy,  others  ufe  a  mix- 
ture of  Goulard's  extrad  and  water,  a  > 
tea-fpoonful  to  a  tea-cupful,  or  fo  :  While 
many  prefer  poultices,  made  with  the 
extrad  or  fugar  of  lead.  I  think  a  poul- 
tice of  oat-meal,  or  of  rye-meal  and  vi, 
negar,  equal  to  any  of  them. 


OF  GLEETS. 
In  the  gonorrhoea  a  difcharge  from  the 
urethra  will,  in  fome  cafes,  continue  after 
the  fymptoms  of  inflammation  have  dif- 
appeared.  This  is  commonly  known  by 
the  name  of  a  j-to,  and  often  proves 
very  obftinate.  While'  the  difcharge  is 
capable  of  communicating  the  infedion; 

It 
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it  cannot  properly  be  called  a  gleet ;  but 
it  is  difficult  to  determine  theprecife  time 
when  this  takes  place:  Some  fuppofe, 
when  the  difcharge  becomes  tfanfpaterit 
and  vifcid,  like  mucus,  that  it  ceafes  td^' 
be  infectious,  while  others  affirm,  that^- 
notwithftanding  thefe    appearances,  tli<f 
infection  may  ftill  remain. 

While  the  inflammation  which  prd*^" 
duced  the  running  continues,  there  is  rea- 
fon  to  fuipedt  that  the  infection  is  not  ful>i ' 
dued,  and  that  the  matter  then  difcharged 
is  equally  capable  of  communicating. the 
difeafe  as  at  the  beginning.    Till  thet*e-' 
fore  the  difchargFbeeomes  clear  and  tranfi' 
parent,  and  the  pain  which  accompanied' 
the  inflammatory  ftate  of  the  difeafe  has 
entirely  ceafed,  we  can  never  be  certain 
that  the  gonorrhoea  is  radically  cured. 

Sometimes  the  difcharge  will  entirely 
difappear,  and  the  patient  think  himfelf 
well,  when,  from  irregularity,  violent 
exertions,  riding  on  horfeback,  too  early 
.  commerce  with  women,  or  fuch-like, 
the  running  will  break  out  again,  with 

every 
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eveiy  mark  of  a  frefh  infection :  But 
wiiea  the  patient  has  no  reafon  to  fuf- 
peit  that  he  has  caught  the  difeafe  anew, 
he  has  no  oceafion  to  be  uneafy  at  this 
appearance  ;  as  it  will  fbon  ceafe  on  a 
re-application  of  the  medicines  which 
ftopped  it  before. 

When  people  find  that  this  difcharge 
does  not  communicate  infed:ion)  they  are 
apt  to  be  indifferent,  and  to  let  it  run  on 
without  ufing  any  means  to  put  a  ftop  to 
it.  This,  however,  is  wrong,  as  a  long 
continuance  of  the  running,  not  only 
weakens  the  fyftem,  but  lays  the  founda- 
tion of  fome  affections  of  the  urethra  and 
neighbouring  parts,  which  may  prove 
very  troublefome  and  obftinate* 

This  complaint  furniflies  a  ftrong  ar- 
gument in  favour  of  aftringent  injedions, 
as  it  is  often  the  confequence  of  a  long- 
continued  gonorrhoea.  Indeed  the  bed 
method  of  cure,  in  its  moft  obftinate  ftate, 
is  by  injedions.  Aftringents  taken  by  the 
mouth  have,  no  doubtj  their  ufe  ;  but  the 
moft  efficacious  medicines,  after  all,  are 

F  thofe 
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thole  which  belong  to  the  clafs  of  aftrm- 
gent.injedions. 

Though  aftringents  taken  internally  are 
afeful,  yet  they  are  noffolely  to  be  relied 
Upon.  Among  tliefe  we  reckon  the  bark 
and  fteel,  either  taken  feparately  or  con- 
junctly. They  may  be  Ixfed  in  the  foU 
lowing  manner : 

Take  Huxham's  tindture  of  the  bark, 
three  ounces. 

Tin£ture  of  fteel  two  dram-s.  Mix, 
and  take  a  tea-fpoonful  in  a  glafs  of  red 
wine,  three  or  four  times  a  day. 
Or,  if  the  patient  prefers  a  pill— 
Take  filings  of  fteel  prepared,  one  dram^ 
Extract  of  Peruvian  bark,  two  drams. 
Oil  of  cai-away  feeds,  twenty-five  drops 
Let  thefe  be  made  into  thirty  pills,  one 
"of  which  may  be  taken  three  or  four  times 
a  day. 

External  aftringents  have  likewife  their 
ufe,  which,  by  the  bye,  ought  rather  to 
be  called  tonics.  The  principal  of  thefe 
is  the  cold  bath ;  but  what  I  chiefly  re- 
commend is  fea-bathing.    This  is  not  on- 

ly 
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ly  more  fafe  than  the  frefh-water  bath,  as 
the  patient  is  n-ot  fo  apt  to  take  cold  ;  but 

obftinate  venereal  complaints  are  often 
accompanied  with  a  fcrophulous  taint,  it 
may  prove  doubly  ufefuK 

We  have  fewbetter  tonics  than  the  Tun- 
bridge  waters.  As  they  prove  beneficial 
to  women  affliaed  with  the  whites,  v^e 
may  conclude  that  they  would  be  of  ufe 
in  gleets*  They  oUght,  however,  to  be 
drunk  with  cailtion^  as  they  prove  heatings 
if  taken  in  large  quantities.  Thofe  who 
drink  them  ought  likewife  to  live  regu- 
larly. I  have  known  much  mifchief  done 
by  ufmg  thefe  waters,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  making  free  with  wine. 

The  ftimulating  aftringent  balfams  are 
likewife  recommended  in  the  gleet ;  as 
the  balfam  of  Capaiba,  the  Canada  bal- 
fam,  &c.  From  twenty  to  thirty  drops 
of  either  of  thefe  may  be  taken  on  a  bit 
of  fugar  four  or  five  times  a  day.  But 
^hatlhave  found  to  anfwerftiU  betterthan 
the  balfams  is  the  tindure  of  Catechu* 
A  tea-fpoonful  of  it  may  be  taken  m  a  glafs 
red  wine  tliree  Or  four  times  a  day. 

^  2  When 
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When  tonics  and  injed:ions  fail,  fom€- 
.times  bougies  will.;fucceed.   They  anfwer 
nearly  the  fame  purpofe  as  ftimulating  in- 
jedions,  and  are  more  fafe.  Bougies 
compofed  of  the  moft  fimple  ingredients 
will"  often  effed  the  purpofe  of  exciting 
a  fufEcient  degree  of  Inflammation  :  But, 
if  they  fhould  fail  J  they  are  eafily  rendered 
iiipre^  ^di^e ,  by  dipping  them  in  oil  of 
turpentine,  in  a  thin  liniment  of  wax  and 
oil,  with  a  fmall  proportion  of  red  preci- 
pitate, or  in  common  bafilicon,  reduced 
with  oil  of  turpentine,  to  the  confiftence 
of  a  liniment. 

There  is  reafon  to  believe  that  the 
moft  efficacious,  medicine  for  this  com- 
plaint /is  the  cold'  bath ;    but  few  pa- 
tients h^ve  refolution  to  perfift  in  the  ufe 
of  it  for  a  fufficient  length  of  time.  I 
have  been  told  by  a  gentleman  who  had 
been  afflided  with  a ,  gleet  for  above 
twenty  years,  that  he  had  often  put  a 
ftop  to  it,  for  fome  time,  by  bathing  in 
cold  water ;  but  that  not  having  fufficient 
refolution  to  perfift  in  it,  the  complaint 
had  always  returned.    This  gentleman, 

though 
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though  very  diflipated,  had,  at  the  time  I 
faw  him,  a  wife  and  fomc  healthy  chil- 
dren ;  which  fhews  that  the  difeafe  does 
not  prevent  procreation. 


OF  WARTS  AND  EXCORIATIONS. 

Warts  lometimes  affed:  the  glans  and 
prepuce  on  the  termination  of  a  gonor- 
rhoea. They  are  more  trouhlefome  than 
dangerous,  and  may  generally  be  removed 
by  the  application  of  cauftics :  Gf  thefe 
the  moft  gentle  are  firft  to  be  tried,  and, 
If  they  fail,  recourfe  muft  be  ha'd  to  ^the 
more  adtive.  I  have  often  cut  them 'off 
with  a  J)air  of  fliarp  fciffars. 

When  excoriations  happen,  they  only 
require  the  application  of  fome  aftringent 
wafli.  Bathing  the  parts  frequently  with 
a  folution  of  white  vitriol,  or  a  mixture 
of  Goulard's  extrad  in  water,  of  the 
fame  ftrength  as  that  recommended-  in 
the  gonorrhcea,  will  anfwer  every  pur- 
j)ofe. 


CHAP.  IV. 

OF  THE  LUES  VENEREA,  OR  POX, 


rr^HIS  dreadful  diforder,  which  niakes 

fuch  havock  of  the  human  fpecies,  ' 
when  neglected,  is  generally  fo  gentle  at 
its  firft  appearance,  and  fo  very  tra(Stable, 
that  there  is  nio  difeafe  where  the  practi- 
tioner gets  fo  much  money  and  credit  for 
doing  fo  little ;  But  that  little  muft  be 
done  in  due  time,  otherwlfe  the  difeafe 
acquires  a  force,  which  the  moft  fkilful 
phyfician  is  not  always  able  to  overcome. 
The  lues  venerea  is  generally  intro- 
duced into  the  fyftem  by  means  of  a  chan- 
cre. If  this  is  properly  treated,  the  dif-^ 
eafe  feldora  proceeds  any  farther;  but, 
where  it  is  negleded,  it  will  produce  the 

poxj 
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pox,  and  a  train  of  dreadful  cortfequences. 
If  all  thefe  confequences  can  be  prevented 
hy  a  proper  treatment  of  the  chancre,  on. 
its  firft  appearance,  it  will  amount  to  nearly 
the  fame  as  eradicating  the  lues  venerea 
altogether.  How  far  this  is  practicable 
will  appear  from  the  following  obferva- 
tions. 

For  the  lafl:  twenty  years,  I  do  not 
think  one  day  has  palTed  on  which  I  have 
not  feen  the  venereal  difeafe,  in  one  fhape 
or  other ;  yet  during  all  that  period  I  do 
not  recolledt  one  inft^nce  of  a  patient, 
who  applied  to  me,  on  the  firft  appear*- 
ance  of  a  chancre,  becoming  poxed. 
Though  a  chancre  is  the  origin  of,  and 
will  feldom  fail  to  produce  a  pox,  if  fuf- 
fered  to  take  its  courfe ;  yet  it  cannot 
with  propriety  be  called  a  pox,  any  more 
than  the  perfon  who  has  been  inoculated 
for  the  fmall  pox,  can  be  faid  to  labour 
under  that  difeafe  before  it  appears  on  the 
habit. 

Though  chancres  are  not  confined  to 
any  particular  pait  of  the  body  ;  yet  they 
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generally  appear  on  the  glans  or  prepuce, 
and  frequently  on  the  frenum  which 
joins  the  two  together.  Sometimes  I  have 
feen  them  on  the  back  of  the  penis,  and 
even  on  the  icrotum  and  pubis.  When 
chancres  appear  on  other  parts,  as  the  fin-. 
gers,  lips,  &c.  the  infection  has  not  been 
received  in  the  common  way,  but  by 
means  of  a  wound,  or  by  fome  of  the 
fofter  parts  coming  into  contact  with  a 
venereal  ulcer. 

The  period  at  which  chancres  appear-, 
after  impure  connexion,  is  uncertain. 
They  generally  make  their  appearance  in 
a  few  days;  though  fometimes  weeks 
elapfe  before  the  patient  is  informed,  by 
a  chancre,  that  he  has  received  the  in- 
fection. This  may  depend  on  the  irrita- 
bility of  the  parts  to  which  the  poifon  is 
applied,  on  the  degree  of  acrimony  with 
which  the  matter  is  endued,  or  on  the 
quantity  lodged  on  the  part. 

Though  chancres  afTume  different  ap- 
pearances, a  perfon  accuftomed  to  look  at 
^hem  will  feldom  be  deceived.  To  others  a 

defi- 
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definition  would  be  of  little  ufe.  Every 
perfon  muft  know  when  he  has  been  in 
danger  of  catching  the  infedion.  If,  in 
a  few  days  after  a  fufpicious  connexion, 
he  perceives  a  fmall  fpeck  of  a  pale  red- 
difli  colour  on  the  parts  where  chancres 
commonly  appear  ;  and  if  this  fpeck  gra- 
dually becomes  a  fmall  boil,  which  after- 
wards burfts  into  an  ulcer ;  he  has  reafon 
to  believe  that  the  infedion  has  taken 
place,  and  that  he  has  been  inoculated  *  for 
the  greater  pox. 

Sometimes  there  is  only  one  chancre, 
but  they  more  frequently  come  in  cluf- 
ters,  and  often  run  into  one  another,  fo 
as  to  cover  almoft  the.  whole  prepuce,  and 

*  There  is  a  wonderful  fimllarky  In  the  progrefs  of 
the  infcaion  in  the  lues  venerea  and  inoculated  fmall  pox 
If  a  fmaU  quantity  of  matter  taken  from  apuftule  on  the 
point  of  a  lancet  is  introduced  under  the  cuticle,  in  two 
or  three  days  a  fmall  fpeck  of  a  reddifh  colour  appears, 
which  gradually  becomes  a  pock.  The  matter  of  this 
PPck,  taken  up  the  lymphatics,  and  carried  into  the  fyf. 
communicates  the  difeafp. 

give 
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give  the  appearance  of  a  foul  fpreadlng 
ulcer.  Thefe  ulcers  generally  have  callous 
edges,  and  difcharge  a  thin  ichor.  In 
this,  however,  as  well  as  in  their  fize,  they 
differ  widely  from  one  another.  The 
moll  certain  criterion  of  a  venereal  ulcer 
is,  that,  inftead  of  healing  like  another 
fore,  it  fpreads  and  grows  worfe,  unlefs 
where  mercury  is  adminiftered.  If 
under  the  ufe  of  this  medicine  the  fore 
ihows  a  difpofition  to  heal,  there  is  little  - 
reafon  to  doubt  of  its  being  venereal. 

Though  chancres,  under  proper  treat- 
ment, foon  put  on  a  healing  appearance  ; 
yet,  in  fome  cafes,  owing  perhaps  to  the 
patient's  conftitution,  or  the  peculiar  viru- 
lence of  the  matter,  they  will  fpread,  be- 
come phagedenic  ulcers,  and  deftroy,  not 
only  the  glan^,  but  even  the  whole  penis. 
As  this  never  happened  to  any  patient 
who  had  been  under  my  care,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  difeafe,  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  it  is  owing  either  to  im- 
proper treatment  or  negledt. 

Some 
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Some  authors  think  that  thefe  corrod- 
ing chancres  are  owing  to  the  peculiar 
acrimony  of  the  matter  by  which  the  in^ 
fedion  was  communicated ;  but  to-  me 
this  matter  appears  doubtful.     I  have 
found  thefe  chancres,  even  where  thpy 
had  deftroyed  a  part  of  the  penis,  yield  to 
a  proper  treatment  as  readily  as  any  other. 
That  the  matter  which  produces  the  lues 
may  poffefs  different  degrees  of  acri- 
mony, I  will  not  pretend  to  deny;  but 
that  this  will  not  account  fairly  for  its  ef- 
feds  on  different  habits,  is  prefumable 
from  w^hat  happens  in  other  difeafes. 
Twenty  patients  inoculated  for  the  fmall 
pox  with  matter  taken  from  the  fame  per- 
fon,  fliall  each  of.  them  have  the  difeafe 
m  a  different  degree,  and  to  fome  one  of 
them  It  flic^U  prove  fatal. 
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The  firft  caution  which  J  fhall  eive  con- 
^.rmng  chancres,  is,  to  keep  them  eafy, 
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and  free  from  all  irritation.  The  cure  of 
a  chancre  may  be  greatly  retarded  by 
walking,  riding,  or  violent  exercife  of 
any  kind.  Thefe  not  only  tend  to  fret 
the  fore,  but  to  increafe  the  inflammation, 
and  promote  the  abforpion  of  the  virus, 
to  diffufe  it  more  quickly  over  the  fyf- 
tem,  and  to  render  the  difeafe  both  more 
dangerous  and  difficult  of  cure. 

The  next  caution  concerns  the  patient's 
mode  of  living.    There  is  no  occafion  for 
ftarving  a  patient  during  the  cure  of  a 
chancre  ;  but  fome  reftraint  fhould  be  put 
upon  his  appetite.    No  perfon  fhould  in- 
dulge in  wine  and  a  luxurious  diet,  during 
a  courfe  of  mercury ;  otherwife  he  will 
not  .  only  retard  the  cure,  but  endanger  a 
hemorrhage,  by  keeping  up  too  great  a 
plethora,  or  fulnefs  of  the  veffels. 

An  important  rule  with  regard  to  the 
treatment  of  chancres  is,  to  keep  them 
clean.  This  alone  would  go  far  to  pre- 
vent all  the  mifchief  done  by  what  are 
called  corroding  chancres.    The  difchargc 

from 
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from  a  wound  ads  as  a  kind  of  balfam, 
and- promotes  the  cure ;  whereas  the  mat- 
ter thrown  out  by  a  chancre  is  generally 
of  an  acrid  nature,  and  corrodes  the  parts 
with  which  it  comes  into  contadt.  The 
more  frequently  therefore  this  matter  is 
removed  the  better. 

I  have  often  found  the  penis  fo  corroded 
by  thefe  eating  chancres  as  to  be  almoft 
deftroyed.  In  fuch  cafes  I  order  the  fores 
to  be  waflied  feveral  times  a  day  with 
milk  and  water  a  little  warm,  applied  by 
means  of  a  fyringe ;  and,  when  waflied, 
to  be  filled  with  dry  lint.  After  the  lint 
has  flayed  in  for  fome  hours,  and  has  be- 
come moift  by  abforbing  the  matter,  I  or-^ 
der  it  to  be  taken  out,  the  fores  again 
waflied,  and  the  lint  to  be  applied  as  be- 
fore. By  this  treatment,  and  the  ufe  of 
mercury,  I  have  always  been  able  to  flop 
the  progrefs  of  any  corroding  chancre  that 
came  under  my  care,  and  I  have  reafon  to 
think  it  always  might  be  done. 

To  a  patient  who  has  got  a  chancre  my 
iirft  advice  is,  to  keep  it  clean.    This  he 


can 


7g  OF  THE  TREATMeMT* 

can  eafily  do  by  means  of  a  fynrige,  ortak- 
ing  water  in  his  mouth ,  and  holding  it  till  the' 
chill  is  off,  then  pouring,  or  fpouting  it,  on 
the  fore  with  as  much  force  as  he  can  bear^ 
The  part  may  afterwards  be  dried  by  preff- 
ing  it  gently  with  a  foft  rag.  I  never  apply 
any  healing  falve  to  a  chancre  ;  it  will  al- 
ways heal  of  itfelf,  provided  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  mercury  is  thrown  into  the 
fyftem.  Should  it  be  healed  "by  any  other 
means,  the  confequences  might  be  dan- 
gerous. 

When  the  chancres  are  dried  up  fud- 
denly,  there  is  always  reafon  to  dread  fome 
bad  confequences.    Inftead  of  ikinning 
over  the  chancre,  and  making  the  patient 
believe  he  is  cured,apraaice  but  too  com- 
mon, I  generally  endeavour  to  keep  it 
open,  efpecially  when  it  feems  difpofed  te 
heal  quickly.    1  think  it  is  fafer  pradice 
not  to  ufe  any  efcharotics,  as  they  tend 
to  heal  the  chancres  too  foon,  and  to  ex- 
cjte  buboes.    When  the  chancres  feem 
difpofed  to  fpread,  I  generally  order  them 
to  be  fprinkled  with    calomel,  which 

i* 
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IS  one  way  of  throwing  mercury  into  the 
fyftem. 

On  the  very  firft  appearance  of  the 
chancre  I  begin  to  throw  in  the  mercury 
in  whatever  form  is  moft  agreeable  to  the 
patient.  If  he  prefers  a  pill,  I  order  him 
to  take  two  grains  of  calcined  mercury, 
made  into  a  pill  with  crumb  of  bread, 
evening  and  morning.  If  his  mouth  is  not 
fore,in  afewdays,  he  may  take  two  pills  at 
night  and  one  in  the  morning;  and,  if  thefe 
do  not  excite  fome  degree  of  falivation, 
two  may  be  taken  morning  and  evening! 

I  feldom  find  more  than  four  grains  in 
the  day  necelTary  to  make  the  mouth  fore, 
and,  after  it  has  been  made  fore,  one  grain' 
or  two  a  day  will  generally  be  fufficient 
to  keep  it  fo.  I  fay  keep  it  fo ;  for  what- 
ever boaftmg  quacks  may  pretend,  if  the 
mercury  do6s  not  make  the  mouth  fore 
and  if  the  forenefs  is  not  kept  up  for 
fome  time,  the  cure  is  not  to  be  depend- 
ed  on. 

Should  t-he  piHs  gripe  or  run  ofF  by 
ftool  uw,ll  be  necefl-aryto  correft  them 
by  adding  the  qu^ter  of  a  grain  of  opium 

to 
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to  each  pill.  If  the  bowels  are  fo  tender 
as  not  to  retain  them  even  when  corrected, 
the  mercurial  ointment  muft  be  ufed  in 
their  ftead.  It  is  fortunate  for  thofe  who 
cannot  take  mercury  by  the  mouth,  or 
whofe  bowels  will  not  bear  it,  that  it  can 
be  adminiftered  by  the  fKin,  with  equal, 
if  not  greater  effea:. 

The  patient  may  begin  with  a  dram  ^ 
of  the  ointment  every  day,  which  is  to 
be  rubbed  into  the  inner  fide  of  the  thigh 
with  a  warm  hand  before  the  fire.  Should 
the  flun  become  inflamed  and  tender,  the 
part  muft  be  changed;  and, if  the  patient 
is  not  able  to  rub  it  in  fufficiently  himfelf, 
he  muft  employ  fome  other  perfon  to  do 
it  for  him.  If  the  ointment  is  pure,  it  will 
almoft  entirely  difappear;  .but,  if  the 
mercury  is  adulterated,  it  will  leave  a 
quantity  of  black  ftuff  on.  the  fkin  that 
will  not  difappear  by  any  degree  of  fric- 
tion.   The  quantity  of  ointment  may  be 
^  gradually  increafed  to  two  drams  a  day  : 
One  half  to  be  ufed  at  night,  and  the 
other  in  the  morning. 

♦  la  the  apothecaries  ounce  there  arc  eight  drams. 
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It  is  impoffible  to  afcertain  beforehand 
tiie  exa6l  quantity  of  ointment  that  vnll 
be  neceffary  to  perform  a  cure.  It  ought, 
however,  to  be  continued  till  the  fymp- 
toms  difappear,  and  for  fome  time  longerj 
as  it  is  better  to  go  a  little  beyond  the 
mark  than  to  leave  any  remains  of  the 
diforder  in  the  fyftem.  It  is  feldom  we 
can  truft  to  fewer  than  thirty  or  forty 
drams ;  and,  in  many  cafes,  double  that 
number  will  be  necelTary,  before  the  fymp- 
toms  difappear. 

Though  the  mouth  ought  to  be  kept 
tender  for  fome  time,  it  is  not  the  foi^e 
mouth  that  cures  the  difeafe  ;  that  is  only 
a  mark  of  the  fyftem's  being  impreg- 
nated with  the  medicine.  Under  thefe 
circumftanccs,  if  the  fymptoms  difappear, 
we  have  reafon  to  conclude  that  the  pa- 
tient  is  cured ;  but,  for  the  greater  fecu-. 
rity,  the  medicines  ought  always  to  be 
perfifted  in  for  fome  time  longer. 

Though  a  chancre  will  generally  pro- 
duce a  pox  ;  yet,  if  the  preceding  courfc 
is  duly  perfifted  in,  this  will  feldom  be  the 

^  '     cafe  j 
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cafe;  at  leaft  I  ha-<re  feen  few  inftances'of 
its  having  happened.  I  muft  therefore 
conclude,  that  when  a  pox  is  the  confe- 
quence  of  a  chancre,  it  is,  generally  fpeak- 
ing,  either  the  fault  of  the  patient,  or  of 
his  phyfician ;  as  this  dreadful  malady 
may  in  moft  cafes  he  prevented  by  proper 
medicines,  duly  perfifted  in,  during,  what 
I  call,  the  chancred  ftate.  Improper 
treatment,  or  negle£t,  during  this  period 
of  the  difeafe,  does  moft  of  the  mifchief. 


OF  THE  PHYMOSIS  AND  PARAPHYMOSIS. 

When  the  forefkin  is  fo  contraded,  that 
the  glans  cannot  be  uncovered,  the  dif- 
'eafe  is  called  a  phymofis  ;  and,  when  the 
xontradion  is  formed  behind  the  glans,  fo 
as  the  fkin  cannot  be  brought  forward,  it 
goes  by  the  name  of  a  paraphymofis  : 
Though,  generally  fpeaking,  thefe  fymp- 
toms  accompany  a  venereal  taint,  yet 
they  may  both  exift  where  there  is  no  in- 
TetSlion  of  that  kind ;  but,  when  this  is 
the  cafe,  they  are  not  fo  dangerous. 

I  have 
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I  have  feen  the  phymofis  in  fuch  a  de- 
gree, where  there  was  not  the  leaft  fymp- 
torn  of  infection,  that  it  was  necelTary  to 
lay  open  the  prepuce,  to  enable  the  patient 
to  pafs  his  urine.  This  patient  had  fymp- 
toms  of  the  gravel,  and  fuch  a  continual 
itching  in  the  point  of  his  penis,  that  he 
could  not  refrain  from  rubbing  it.  This 
feemed  to  be  the  caufe  of  the  contradion, 
which  was  fo  great,  that  he  could  not 
pafs  one  drop  of  water  without  ufing  a 
knitting-needle  to  remove  the  foeculent 
matter  that  ftopped  up  the  palTage. 

Thefe  parts  are  fb  differently  formed, 
in  different  men,  that  foroe  may  be  faid 
to  have  a  natural  phymofis  ;  while  others 
have  the  reverfe.    I  have  feen  the  fore- 
fkin  fo  long,  that  above  three  inches  of  it 
were  amputated,  in  Order  to  difcover  the 
glans :  In  others,  the  glans  never  is  co- 
vered, but  remains  expofed  during  life. 
Neither  of  thefe  is  attended  with  any 
confiderable   degree  of  inconvenience, 
«nlefs  in  a  difeafed  ftate.    When  inflam- 
mation occurs,  in  fuch  a  conftruaion  of 
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the  parts,  ftridures  are  more  likely  to  be 
formed,  and^  are  likewife  with  more  dif- 
ficulty removed,  than  in  patients  where 
the  prepuce  moves  eafily  over  the  glans. 

There  is  a  fpecies  of  phymofis,  owing 
to  conftrudtion,  which  I  have  found  it 
necelTary  to  remove,  though  not  accom- 
panied with  any  difeafe  :  I  mean,  where 
the  frenum  adheres  to  the  glans  from  the 
bottom  to  the  top.    This  not  only  im- 
pedes the  bufmefs  of  generation,  but, 
when  difeafe  takes  place,  it  proves  highly 
inconvenient,  as  the  fimple  operation  of 
feparating  it  from  the  glans  cannot  then 
be  performed,  on  account  of  the  inflam- 
mation and  fwelling :  Nor  can  the  glans 
be  completely  uncovered  while  this  ad- 

hefion  remains. 

Cafes  of  paraphymofis  likewife  occur 
without  infeaion.  A  feeble  old  man  had 
drawn  back  the  prepuce  behind  the  glans, 
and  not  being  able  to  return  it,  was  fuf- 
fered  to  remain  in  this  fituation  for  above 
a  week,  though  daily  vifited  by  a  country 
furgeon.    Notv^^ithftanding  a  confidera- 
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ble  degree  of  inflammation  and  fuelling 
had  taken  place,  I  was  able  to  remove  the 
complaint,  without  an  incifion,  in  lefs  than 
a  quarter  of  an  hour.  Had  the  ftric- 
ture  continued  much  longer,  a  mortifica- 
tion muft  have  enfued;  yet  the  patient 
was  never  apprized  of  his  danger*. 

I  have  known  fome  young  men  bring 
on  a  violent  paraphymofis,  by  adting  on  a 
wrong  principle.  One  who  had  pulled 
back  the  fkin,  and  kept  it  there  till  it  could 
not  be  returned  without  making  Incifions 
on  both  fides,  faid  he  did  it  on  purpofe, 
to  keep  the  glans  cool.  In  this  cafe, 
though  the  ftridure  was  removed,  yet  the 
glans  was  never  completely  covered,  and 
the  forefkin  remained  thickened,  which, 

*  Boys  frequently  bring  on  a  diforder  fimilar  to  tin's 
by  flipping  rings  over  the  glans  :  Not  being  able  to  bring 
them  back,  a  violent  inflammation  enfue*,  which  cannot 
be  removed,  unlefs  the  ring  is  cut  or  broken,  a  thing  not 
wfily  effeaed  when  it  is  deep  funk  in  the  flefli.  The 
boy,  cither  from  fear  or  fhame,  is  generally  deterred  from 
making  his  fituation  known  tiU  the  cafe  becom<;s  ex- 
tremely dangerous. 

G  3  in 
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ill  all  probability,  will  be  the  cafe  during 
the  patient's  life. 

Though  every  method  is  to  be  ufed  to 
keep  the  glans  clean  by  injedions,  and 
cool  by  fomentations,  poultices,  &c. ;  yet 
no  attempt  fhould  be  made  to  draw  the 
fkin  forcibly  back,  till  the  inflammation 
has  abated  ;  otherwife,  in  all  probability, 
a  ftridure  will  be  formed  behind  the  glans, 
which  will  be  more  dangerous  and  diffi- 
cult to  remove  than  the  former. 

A  phymofis  frequently  occurs  in  go- 
norrhoea ;  but  the  moft  dangerous  is  that 
which  arifes  from  a  chancre  concealed 
under  the  prepuce.  This,  if  negkaed, 
will  not  only  keep  up  the  inflammation 
and  thickening  of  the  prepuce,  but  will 
corrode  the  glans,  and  even  the  body  of 
the  penis,  fo  as  totally  to  deftroy  the 
powers  of  generation,  and  of  connubial 

happinefs. 

As  a  phymofis  from  a  venereal  caufe  is 
always  accompanied  with  inflammation, 
our  great  aim  mufl:  be  to  remove  that,  or 
to  prevent  its  running  too  high.    To  ef- 
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fed  thefe  important  purpofes,  the  patient 
ought  to  avoid  all  violent  exertions,  to  live 
temperate,  or  rather  low,  to  bleed,  and  ufe 
cooling  purges,  with  emollient  applica- 
tions to  the  parts  alFeded.  The  genitals 
fhould  be  fufpended  in  a  proper  bandage, 
and  tlie  penis  frequently  foaked  in  warm 
milk  and  water :  The  glans  ought  like- 
nyife  to  be  cleaned,  by  throwing  up  rfome 
warm  milk  and  water  with  a  fyringe  be- 
tween it  and  the  prepuce  feveral  times  a 
day. 

Where  thefe  things  are  duly  perfifted 
in,  the  inflammation  may  generally  be 
kept  under,  and  in  time  removed  •  but,  if 
negleded,  and  the  inflammation  fuffered 
to  run  on,  much  mifchief  may  enfue. 
Mofl:  of  the  cafes  which  have  come  un- 
der'my  eye,  where  the  penis  was  mate- 
rially injured,  belonged  to  this  clafs,  and 
the  injury  had  been  occafioned  either  by 
the  improper  condudt  of  the  patient,  or 
the  inattention  of  thofe  who  had  the  care 
of  him. 

04  A  man 
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A  man  of  an  inflammatory  habit,  and 
very  irregtilar  in  his  mode  of  living,  while 
afflicted  with  a  virulent  gonorrhoea,  went 
to  a  feaft  in  the  country,  where  fome  ath-. 
letic  games  were  celebrated :  He  excelled 
in  running,  wreftling,  and  playing  at  foot- 
ball. '  Not  contented  with  coming  off  con- 
queror at  all  of  thefe,  he  muft  like  wife  be 
the  hero  of  the  bottle,  to  accomplilh 
which  he  fat  up  all  night,  and,  according 
to  the  vulgar  phrafe,  laid  all  his  compa- 
nions under  the  table.  The  confequencc 
was  a  violent  inflammation,  which  did 
great  injury  to  the  parts,  and  had  nearly 
cofl:  him  his  life. 

For  the  confequences  of  fuch  condufb, 
men  have  themfelves  only  to  blame  :  But 
fometimes  the  Faculty  are  in  fault,  A  few 
daysVgo  ^  attended  an  operation,  which 
^yinced  the  danger  of  fufFering  chancres 
to ''c  concealed  under  the  prepuce.  A 
young  man  vyho  had  been  eight  months 
under  the  care  of  a  furgeon,  and,  during 
all  that  time,  had  been  fwallowing  mer- 
cury 
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fiuiy  for  the  cure  of  a  phymofis,  was  fo 
far  from  getting  better,  that  he  grew  daily 
worfe.  Night  and  day  he  was  racked 
with  extreme  pain,  till  at  length,  worn 
down  to  a  fliadow,  he  was  advifed  to  ap- 
ply to  me. 

Convinced  that  his  pain  was  occafioned 
by  chancres  lurking  under  the  glans,  I  de- 
fired  a  furgeon  to  lay  open  the  prepuce  to 
the  very  bottom  of  the  glans,  when  all 
that  appeared  of  this  part  of  the  penis 
was  about  the  fize  of  a  common  pea. 
The  patient,  in  lefs  than  a  fortnight,  with- 
out taking  one  grain  of  mercury,  was  per- 
fedly  well.  Had  this  opera^tion  not  been 
performed,  the  young  man  muft  have  been 
totally  deprived  of  his  virility,  and  pro- 
bably of 'his  life.  This  is  not  the  only 
time  I  have  feen  the  operation  attended 
with  equal  fuccefs. 

Whenever  a  patient  finds  a  phymofis 
prove  obftinate,  and  is  tortured  with  pain. 
He  has  reafon  to  fufped  that  fome  bad 
work  is  going  on  under  the  prepuce.  It 
is  then  time  to  take  further  advice  5  and, 

if 
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if  an  inclfion  is  recommended  by  a  man 
of  experience  and  obfervation,  it  ought  to 
be  performed  without  delay.  I  am  no 
friend  to  operations  v/here  they  can  be 
avoided  ;  but  in  fuch  cafes  delays  are  dan- 
gerous. 

I  am  inclined  to  think,  if  due  attention 
were   paid  to  fomentations,  poultices, 
emollient  injedions,  &c.  incifions  would 
feldom  be  necelTary ;  but  people  are  very 
apt  to  negledt  things  that  are  in  their  own 
power,  and  truft  to  medicine,  which  they 
think  poffefTes  a  fpecific  virtue  to  remove 
this  complaint,  under  whatever  form  it 
may  appear.    This,  however,  is  a  great 
miftake :  The  parts  of  generation  are  of- 
ten deftroyed  where  immenfe  quantities 
of  mercury  have  been  taken. 
^    If,  after  all  endeavours,  the  prepuce 
cannot  be  drawn  back,  and  if  livid-co- 
loured fpots  fhould  appear  on  the  outfidc, 
the  foreflvin  fhould  be  immediately  cut 
afunder,  and  the  ulcers  laid  open.  Many 
people  think  the  very  name  of  an  in- 
c'fion  impUes  mutilation  j  in  this  cafe, 

how- 
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however,  mutilation  feldom  takes  place, 
but  from  the  negled:  of  incifions. 

The  paraphymofis,  during  the  ftate  of 
inflammation,  mufl:  be  in  all  refpe£ls  treat- 
ed as  the  phymofis.  The  prepuce  muft, 
if  poflible,  be  brought  over  the  glans,  by 
pulling  it  forward  with  the  hand,  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  comprefl^ing  the  glans,  and 
pulhing  it  backwards  with  the  fingers. 
This  operation  will  be  greatly  aflifted  by 
the  ufe  of  fome  oil  or  fort  liniment. 

To  leflfen  the  inflammation,  low  diet, 
bleeding,  foft  poultices,  and  emollient  fo^ 
mentations,  gire  to  be  ufedin  the  fame  man^. 
ner  as  for  the  phymofis.  In  both  cafes 
I  have  always  experienced  the  greateft 
advantage  from  the  application  of  leeches: 
Nor  do  I  recoiled  to  have  feen  any  bad 
confequences  from  them. 

Should  all  attempts  to  bring  the  fore- 
fkin  over  the  glans  fail,  and  there  is  dan- 
ger of  a  mortification  taking  place,  it  will 
be  necelTary  to  make  incifions  quite 
through  the  folds  of  the  prepuce,  in  or- 
der  to  prevent  a  ftrangulatioii  and  confe- 

qucnt 


5*  OF  THE  PHYMOSIS 

quent  mortification  of  the  part.  In  fome 
cafes  of  ftrangulation,  the  glans  abfolutely 
drops  off,  and  the  patient  is  cured  by  an 
effort  of  nature  without  an  operation. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  that  moft,  if 
not  all,  the  baneful  confequences  arifmg 
from  the  paraphymofis,  might  be  prevent- 
ed, by  a  fufhcient  attention  to  the  difeafe 
in  its  firft  ftages.  Were  the  patient  care- 
ful to  avoid  cold,  hard  drinking,  and  vio- 
lent exertions,  during  the  inflammatory 
ftate,  he  would  feldom  have  occafion  to 
regret  the  mangling  and  maiming  which 
may  afterwards  be  necelTary  to  fave  his 
life. 

I  have  dwelt  the  longer  on  thefe  fymp- 
toms  becaufe  they  are  rather  flightly  palT- 
ed  over  by  moft  writers  on  this  fubjefh ; 
and  likewife  becaufe  I  have  feen  more 
mifchief  occafioned  by  negleding  them, 
than  any  other  fymptoms  of  the  venereal 
difeafe.  Thefe  occur  in  the  early  ftages 
of  the  diforder,  and  the  novus  in  vene- 
real pradice  fufters  them  to  run  on  till 
they  become  not  only  more  than  a  match 

for 
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for  his  fkill,  but  fometimes  fufficiently 
formidable  even  to  the  moft  experienced 
veteran  of  the  Faculty. 

It  is  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  where 
fymptoms  of  fyphilis  prevail,  which  is 
generally  the  cafe  both  in  the  phymofis 
and  paraphymofis,  it  will  be  proper  to 
adminifter  mercury  in  the  fame  manner 
as  is  recommended  under  the  treatment 
of  Chancre. 


[   94  ] 


CHAP.  V. 

OF  THE  INSTRUMENTS  OF  CURE. 


MANY  medicines  have  been  recom- 
mended in  the  cure  of  lues  vene- 
rea, fome  of  which  have  been  deemed 
fpecifics  ;  but  none  of  them,  except  mer- 
cury, is  entitled  to  that  appellation,  or  has 
flood  the  teft  of  time.  This  medicine 
may  be  truly  called  a  fpecific.  When 
duly  adminiftered  in  the  lues  venerea,  it 
-will  be  found  almoft  infallible.  When 
mercury  fails  in  making  a  cure,  it  is  either 
owing  to  its  being  badly  prepared,  or  im- 
properly adminiftered.  A  cure  is  not  to 
be  expeaed  from  the  ufe  of  mercury,  af- 
ter the  parts  neceflary  for  carrying  on  the 
fundions  of  life  have  been  deftroyed. 
Thefe  cannot  be  reftored  by  mercuiy,  and 

the 
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the  patient  muft  die.  I  have  been  con- 
liilted  for  a  man  the  half  of  whofe  face 
was  eaten  away  by  the  pox,  and  part  of  the 
brain  laid  bare.  No  one  would  blame 
mercury  if  it  did  not  fucceed  in  fuch  a 
cafe. 

When,  by  repeated  poxes,  the  confti- 
tution  has  been  deftroyed,  and  the  pow- 
ers of  life  exhaufted,  mercury  cannot  be 
expeded  to  reftore  them  ;  but  while  there 
is  a  conftitution  to  work  upon,  this  me- 
dicine will  do  wonders.  I  have  known 
it  fucceed  even  where  a  confumption,  arif- 
ing  from  a  venereal  taint,  had  made  great 
progrefs;  and  Mr.  Bell  fays,  he  has  feen 
the  afthma,  rheumatifm,  epilepfy,  and  lu- 
nacy itfelf,  when  induced  by  the  venereal 
taint,  yield  to  mercury. 

It  is  now  a  common  pradlice  to  ad- 
mmifter  mercury  as  an  alterative.  This 
^^anner  of  taking  mercury  muft  meet 
the  wifl,es  of  moft  patients;  but,  to 
T  there  is  reafon  to  fear 

"  'f  the  door  while  the  thief 

remamsin  the  houfe.'>    It  is  a  pleafant 


thing 
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thing  for  a  man  to  hear  that  he  may  go 
about  his  bufniefs,  may  eat  and  drink 
what  he  pleafes,  go  abroad  in  all  wea- 
thers, and  be  radically  cured  of  a  con- 
firmed pox. 

The  delicate  beau,  who  Would  not  for 
the  world  have  his  breath  fmell,  will  grafp 
at  a  method  of  cure  without  affeding 
the  mouth.  Such  a  method  may  fucceed 
now  and  then,  but  I  would  not  advife 
any  one  to  truft  to  it.  Till  the  mouth  is 
affeded  we  can  never  be  certain  that  the 
mercury  has  entered  the  fyftem  ;  and,  un- 
lefs  the  fyftem  is  faturated,  the  effeds  are 
feldom  permanent. 

1  do  not  mean  to  recommend  the  old 
and  juftly  exploded  pradice  of  exhibiting 
mercury,  fo  as  to  raife  a  violent  falivation. 
This  was  produdive  of  many  bad  confe- 
quences,  and  is  by  no  means  neceflary. 
All  the  purpofes  of  mercury  may  be  an- 
fwered  in  a  much  milder  way  :  I  mean, 
by  a  gentle  falivation ;  or  a  moderate  de- 
gree of  forenefs  of  the  mouth,  being  kept 
up  for  a  confiderable  length  of  time. 
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If  man  could  keep  a  medium  he  would 
be  perfed  ;  but  this  is  not  in  his  nature  : 
He  flies  from  one  extreme  to  another,  and 
is  equally  wrong  in  both.  This  has  been 
ftriaiy  the  cafe  with  regard  to  the  exhi- 
bition of  mercury.  Many  conftitutions 
were  ruined  by  pufhing  it  too  far ;  and 
now  efFeais  equally  hurtful  are  produced, 
from  its  being  too  fparingly  adminiftered. 
We  are  therefore  to  follow  a  middle  courfe^ 
and,  if  poffible,  to  avoid  the  bad  Gonfe- 
quences  arifmg  from  either  of  the  ex- 
tremes. 

.  All  attempts  to  afcertain  the  precife 
mode  of  operation  of  mercury,  in  the 
cure  of  lues  venerea,  have  hitherto  prov- 
ed abortive :  Nor  would  it  be  of  much 
importance  were  it  known.    To  eftablilh 
the  charaaer  of  a  medicine,  it  is  fuffi- 
cienc  to  know,  that,  exhibited  in  a  given 
quantity  for  a  certain  length  of  time,  it 
will  remove  a  diforder,  which,  without  it 
would  prove  deftrudive  to  the  patient.  ' 
There  is  no  ftandard  by  which  we  can 
the  exaa  quantity  of  mercury  necef- 
^  fary 
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fary  for  effedrng  a  cure.    The  difference 
of  conftltufions  is  fuch,  that  what  will 
cure  in  one  cafe  will  not  be  fufficient  ui 
another ;  befides,  there  are  many  other 
circumftances,  as  age,  fex,  climate,  con  U- 
tution,  fituation  in  life,  and  fuch  Uke, 
that  mua  be  taken  into  confideration  m 
the  adminiftration  of  me'rcury. 

Mercury  is,  notwithftanding,  the  molt 
certain  medicine  with  which  we  are  ac- 
quainted.   Even  the  bark  is  not  fo  fme 
to  fucceed  in  intermitting  fevers  as  m  r- 
cury  in  the  cure  of  the  venereal  difeaie . 
BuT  the  fuccefs  of  both  depends  on 
Z  mode  of    exhibition.     Bark  may 
te  taken  for  a  twelvemonth  without 

•   Tnatrue-  yet,  the  fame  quantity 
curing  an  ague ,       »  ,  -u 

takerfin  the  courfe  of  one  month  will  re 

move  the  dlfeaie. 

The  fime  rule  holds  with  le  td 

It,  effeas  cannot  be  ettimatea 


OF  THE  INSTRUMENTS  OF  CURE.  99 

even  of  poifons,  he  may  ufe  them  till  they 
lofe  their  efFed:,  fo  as  hardly  to  have  any 
influence  on  the  conftitution. 

Mercury,  as  a  mineral,  or  taken  in  its 
crude  ftate,  is  almoft  inert :  If  it  ads  at 
all  as  a  medicine,  in  this  ftate,  its  adlion 
depends  chiefly  on  its  weight  and  fluidity. 
Its  virtues  as  a  medicine  muft  therefore 
depend  on  the  modes  of  preparing  it. 
Thefe,  indeed,  are  manifold;  but,, as  my 
praaice  is  confined  to  a  'very  few,  I  ftiall 
only  take  notice  of  thofe,  and  fhall  add  a 
few  obfervations  relative  to  the  modes  of 
preparing,  and  of  adminiftering  them  in 
the  different  ftages  of  the  diforder. 

The  preparations  of  mercury  chiefly 
employed  by  me  are,  the  ointment,  the 
calcined  mercury,  the  mild  muriated  mer- 
cury, the  calomel,  and  the  corrofive  fub- 
Iimate  :  But,  as  I  do  not  mean  to  inftrud 
my  readers  in  the  chymical  procefles  for 
preparing  medicines,  but  to  recommend 
thofe  already  prepared ;  all  I  have  to  ob- 
serve is,  that  they  fhould  be  careful  to 
purchafe  them  from  men  of  reputation, 

«  2  as 


oo       OF  THE  INSTRUMENTS  OF  CUKE. 

as  no  art  affords  more  opportunities  of 
fophiftication  than  chymiftry. 

Even  the  crude  mercury  is  feldom  to 
be  obtained  pure.    It  poffeffes  the  power 
of  diffolving  other  metals,  and  keepmg 
them  lufpended ;  for  which  reafon  it 
ought  always  to  be  purified  before  it  is 
prepared  into  any  form  of  medicine: 
But,  fuppofing  the  mercury  to  be  pure, 
even  the  moft  fimple  preparation  of  it  is 
apt  to  be  improperly  made.    Both  the 
common  pill  and  the  ointment  are  pre- 
pared merely  by  trituration  ;  but,  as  then- 
whole  virtue  depends  on  the  complete  le- 
paration  of  the  globules,  unlefs  the  tri- 
turation is  continued  for  a  very  confider- 
able  length  of  time,  the  medicine  is  good 

for  nothing*.  ' 

Though  the  mercurial  ointment  poi- 
feffes  m^ny  advantages  over  any  other 

*  lam  convinced  that  no  mode  of  preparing  mercury 
is  preferable  to  funple  trituration;  but,  to  feparate  tLe 
particles  of  this  mineral  fufficienlly  by  trituration  efpc- 
ciallyin  adry  form,  would  require  more  labour  than 
fcur  ^ny  chymlft  will  be  difpofed  to  beftow  upon  it. 

prepa- 
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preparation  of  mercury;  yet  the  mode 
of  applying  it  is  fo  troublefome  and  difa- 
greeable,  that  moft  patients  wifh  to  avoid 
it.  No  other  mode  of  application  how^ 
ever  has  yet  been  thought  of,  which  ef- 
fe(3:ually  anfwers  the  fame  purpofe.  For 
this  reafon  w^e  muft  continue  the  ufe  of 
the  ointment,  till  time  or  obfervation 
fliall  difcover  a  better  mode  of  throwing 
mercury  into  the  fyflem. 

One  of  the  greateft  inconveniences  at- 
tending the  adminiftration  of  mercury  is 
the  exFed  it  often  has  on  the  ftomach  aftd 
bowels.    The  bowels  of  many  patients 
are  quite  unable  to  bear  the  mercury  in 
fuch  quantity  as  is  neceflary  to  cure  the 
difeafe.    Indeed,  when  mercury  runs  off 
by  ftool,  it  is  very  apt  to  difappoint  the 
expedations  of  the  phyfician  ;  and  the 
quantity  of  opium  neceflary  to  corred 
this  tendency,  is  often  fo  great  as  to  ren- 
der the  patient  ftupid  and  uncomfortable. 
Mercury  will,  no  doubt,  fometimes  affed 
the  bowels,  even  when  ufed  externally ; 
but  this  is  not  near  fo  apt  to  happen 

K  3  as 


left       OF  THE  INSTRUTvIEN'TS  OF  CURE. 

as  when  the  medicine  is  taken  by  the 
mouth. 

*  Though  the  mercurial .  ointment  has 
many  advantages,  and  will  fucceed  in 
moft  common  cales  ;  yet,  in  obftinate  ve^ 
nereal  affedions,  I  never  truft  to  it  alone. 
I  have  feen  nodes  of  long  ftanding  yield 
to  the  calcined  mercury,  after  an  im- 
menfe    quantity  of  the   ointment  had 
been  appUed  without  any  apparent  be- 
nefit.   A  patient  who  had  loft  a  great 
part  of  the  genitalia  told  me,  that,  by  the 
advice  of  an  eminent  phyfician,  he  had 
ufed  above  fixty  drams  of  mercurial  oint- 
ment, without  any  benefit ;  yet  this  gen. 
tleman  was  perfectly  cured  by  the  cor- 
rofive  fublimate,  accompanied  with  the 
Lilbon    diet   drink,   in   lefs   than  fix 
weeks,  and  continues  well  to  this  day.  I 
had  reafon,  however,  to  fufped,  that  he 
had  not  done  juftice  to  the  ointment,  be. 
ing  a  diffipated  man  and  a  very  irregular 

liver.  . 

Though  the  corrofive  fublimate  pol- 

feffes  creat  powers  as  a  medicine,  it  is 
^  not 
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not  fo  much  in  ufe  as  formerly.  The 
tafte  is  highly  difgufting,  and  it  is  rather 
hurtful  to  the  ftomach  and  bowels.  Where 
thefe  effedis  can  be  obviated,  it  is  an  ex- 
cellent medicine,  particularly  in  venereal 
affedions  of  the  flvin.  The  heft  way  to 
prevent  its  hurting  the  ftomach  or  bowels 
is,  to  accompany  its  ufe  with  fome  foft 
decodion  made  of  farinaceous  fubftances, 
as  the  decodion  of  farfaparilla:,  or  what 
is  called  the  Lifbon  diet  drink. 

The  moft  common  preparation  of  mer- 
cury now  in  ufe,  for  the  cure  of  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe,  is  calomel.  Though  in- 
ferior to  the  calcined, or  the  muriated  mer- 
cury, yet,  in  common  cafes,  it  feldom 
fails  to  perform  a  cure.  Being  perfedly 
infipid,  it  excites  no  naufea,  and  may  be 
given,  even  to  infants,  with  great  fafety. 
As  it  is  a  cheap  medicine,  there-  is  lefs 
danger  of  its  being  adulterated  than  thofe 
which  are  ten  times  the  value.  It  does 
not  however  follow,  that  calomel  is  ne- 
ver adulterated,  though  it  might  be  im- 

4  prudent 
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prudent  here,  to  mention  the  modes  in 
which  it  is  done. 

I  know  no  venereal  taint  that  will  not 
yield  to  one  or  other  of  thefe  preparations, 
when  applied  in  due  time  :  But  there  are 
fome  auxiliaries,  which,  though  they  will 
not  cure  the  difeafe,  may  neverthelefs  be 
of  ufe,  as  either  aiding  the  operation  of 
the  grand  fpecific,  or  preventing  its  doing 
injury  to  the  ftomach  and  bowels.  The 
chief  of  thefe  are,  antimony,  guiaeum, 
farfaparilla,  mezereon,  and  opium. 

Guiaeum  has  been  highly  extolled  for 
the  cure  of  lues  venerea ;  but,  fmce  the 
powers  of  mercury  were  better  known, 
it  has  loft  much  of  its  reputation,  and  is 
now  ufed  chiefly  as  an  ingredient  in  the 
Lifbon  diet  drink.  Some  pretend  to  have 
had  experience  of  its  good  effeds  in  ul- 
cers and  blotches  of  the  fkin  ;  but  never 
having  ufed  it  alone,  I  cannot  vouch  for 
its  effeds ;  nor  would  I  advife  any  one  to 
truft  to  it  for  a  cure,  unlefs  when  ac- 
companied with  mercury. 

Sarfa- 
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Sarfaparilla  has  alfo  been  faid  to  have 
eured  the  venereal  difeafe.    It  is  given 
in  powder,  extradt,  and  decodion.  The 
laft  of  thefe  is  the  moft  common  fonn 
in  which  it  is  adminiftered,  and  is  gene- 
rally found  to  anfwer  the  beft.     I  will 
riot  alfert  that  it  has  any  confiderable  ef- 
fed  on  the  cure  of  lues  venerea ;  but  I 
think  it  is  friendly  to  the  llomach  and 
bowels  ;  and  fome  think  it  proves  fervice- 
able  where  mercury  is  found  to  have  too 
great  a  tendency  to  run  off  by  the  mouth. 
Of  mezereon  I  can  fay  little,  never  hav- 
ing ufed  it  but  in  combination  with  the  two 
former  articles.    It  is,  however,  an  ac- 
tive, pungent  medicine ;  and,  when  com- 
bined with  things  of  a  milder  nature, 
may  no  doubt  have  its  ufe.    The  root 
and  bark  are  both  employed,  efpecially  the 
latter,  which  is  by  far  the  moft  adive 
part*.    It  is  generally  fuppofed  to  be  an 
ingredient  in  Velno's  Syrup;  but  this 

cefsfuj  in  the  eu«  of  ulcers  In  the  throat. 


being 
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being  fold  as  a  noftrum,  1  can  fay  nothing 
about  it.  It  is  likewife  believed  to  have 
entered  into  the  compofition  of  Dr.  Ken- 
nedy's Decoction,  which  is  now  fuppofed 
to  have  been  nearly  the  fame  as  the  Lif- 
bon  diet  drink  :  To  which,  judging  from 
its  effeas,  I  fhould  think  a  little  mercury, 
under  fome  form,  had  been  added. 

In  a  decodion  which  I  have  long  ufed, 
as  an  accompaniment  to  mercury,  all 
thefe  ingredients  are  combined,  and  I 
think  form  a  better  medicine  than  can  be 
extraded  from  any  one  of  them  fepa- 
rately.    I  have  occafionally  ufed  anti- 
mony in  the  crude  ftate;  but,  as  this 
gives  the  decodion  a  very  dirty  appear- 
ance, of  late  I  have  added  to  each  quart 
of  the  decodion  a  tea-fpoonful  of  the 
antimonial  wine,  more  or  lefs,  as  the  pa- 
tient's ftomach  could  bear. 

Opium  has  likewife  been  recommended 
as  an  aid  to  mercury,  in  the  cure  of  lues 
venerea,  and  fome  have  gone  fo  far  as  to 
fay;  that  it  poflefTcs  powers  as  an  antify- 
philitic.    I  have  not,  however,  been  able 

to 
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to  dlfcover  them  :  All  the  ufe  I  have  ever 
found  in  opium  was  from  its  fedative 
quality,  in  preventing  the  mercury  from 
running  off  by  the  bowels.  When  the 
bowels  are  too  irritable  to  retain  mercury, 
it  will  not  cure  the  difeafe.  In  this  cafe 
opium  may  a£t  as  an  auxiliary,  by  detain*, 
ing  the  mercury  in  the  /yftem. 


OF  THE  PROPER  REGIMEN  DURING  -A 
COURSE  OF  MERCURY. 

The  fuccefs  of  mercury  is  often  fruf- 
trated  by  an  improper  regimen.  Few 
men  have  fufficient  refolution  to  break  off 
their  former  habits  of  living,  while  un- 
der a  courfe  of  mercury.  They  will  take 
the  medicine,  but  cannot  refrain  from 
their  ufual  luxuries.  I  have  often  feen  the 
cure  protraded  to  twice  the  ufual  time, 
when  no  other  reafon  could  be  affigned' 

but  the  patient's  luxurious  manner  of  liv- 
ing. 


As 
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As  any  one  ftimulus  may  counteract; 
another,  why  may  not  the  ftimulus  of 
wine  counteraa  that  of  mercury  ?  I  do 
not  mean  that  a  patient  under  a  courfe 
of  mercury  is  to  live  too  low ;  Neither 
do  I  approve  of  very  copious  evacuations 
prior  to  the  patient's  entering  on  fuch  a 
courfe ;  nor  indeed  of  any  at  all,  pro- 
vided the  patient  is  not  of  a  full  or  in- 
flammatory habit.    When  that  is  the  cafe, 
bleeding  and  purging  may  be  neceffary, 
as  well  as  other  evacuations.    As  far  as 
my  recolledion  goes,  I  think  the  cure  of 
lues  venerea  goes  on  more  flowly  in  fat 
than  in  lean  patients. 

Though  the  patient  is  not  to  be  ftarved 
under  a  courfe  of  mercury,  yet  there  are 
lome  things  that  will  difagree  with  the 
ftomach,  and  ought  therefore  not  to  be 
ufed :  For  example,  all  raw  vegetables, 
and  whatever  is  apt  to  turn  four  or  ran- 
cid on  the  ftomach,  ought  to  be  avoid- 
ed. When  the  mercury  is  rubbed  in, 
thefe  cautions  are  lefs  neceflary ;  but  at 
all  times  crude,   acid  vegetables,  ufed 

freely, 
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freely,  are  injurious  to  the  ftomach  and 
bowels. 

Few  things  are  more  injurious  to  a 
patient  under  a  courfe  of  mercury  than 
expofure  to  cold.  In  a  mild  climate  I 
fhould  think  there  was  no  occafion  for 
any  confinement,  under  a  courfe  of  mer- 
cury ;  but  with  us,  who  have  all  the  fea- 
fons  in  a  few  days,  and  often  even  in  one 
day,  this  is  a  matter  of  the  greateft  im- 
portance. Patients  get  well  under  every 
kind  of  treatment,  but  circumftances  of 
a  very  untoward  nature  are  often  occa- 
fioned  by  cold.  I  am  fully  convinced 
that  one  half  of  the  medicine  generally 
ufed  for  curing  the  lues  venerea  would 
fucceed,  were  patients  confined  to  the 
houfe  during  a  courfe  of  mercury*. 

*  l  am  fufficlently  aware  that  many  patients  cannot 
keep  the  houfe  whUe  they  are  ufing  mercury  for  cur.n. 
thc/ues  .venerea ;  but  thefe  patients  muft  lay  their  account 
with  many  inconveniences,  and  thofe  fometimes  of  a  very 
fenous  nature.    Indeed  moft  of  the  bad  confec„enc« 

cold.     Som    fpeculat.ve  writers  have  thought  othex 

It 
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It  has  already  been  obferved  that  one 
of  the  mod  difagreeable  efFeds  of  mer- 
cury is  its  tendency  to  run  off  by  the 
bowels.    No  doubt  this  may  be,  in  fome 
meafure,  correded  by  opium  ;  but  as  few 
patients  like  to  take  that  drug,  I  would 
again  beg  leave  to  recommend  a  due  at- 
tention to  warmth.    While  a  fufficient 
degree  of  perfpiration  is  kept  up,  mer- 
cury will  feldom  fall  on  the  bowels.  No 
fooner,  however,  is  this  evacuation  check- 
ed, than  the  bowels  are  affeaed.  All  the 
patient*s  food  and  drink  ought  to  be  a 
little  warm,  and  rather  of  eafy  digeftion. 
When  I  recommend  warmth,  1  do  not 
mean  that  the  patient  is  to  be  kept  in  a 
profufe  fweat.    This,  inftead  of  promot- 
ing, would  retard  the  cure,  and  weaken 
the  patient  to  no  purpofe. 

Few  things  are  of  more  importance, 
during  a. courfe  of  mercury,  than  to  re- 
gulate the  patient's  clothing.  If  linen 
is  worn  next  the  fldn,  it  is  not  only  cold 
and  chilly;  but,  when  moiftenedby  the 
perfpiraton,  it  becomes  damp ;  and  the 
moifturc  is  taken  up  by  the  abforbent  vef- 

fcls 
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fels  which  open  on  the  fkin.  It  would 
be  a  good  rule,  if  eveiy  perfon  labouring 
under  lues  venerea  were  to  wear  flannel 
next  the  fkin  during  the  whole  time  of 
the  cure. 

It  is  not  only  neccllary,  during  a  caurfe 
of  mercury,  to  avoid  every  thing  that  is 
highly  ilimulating,  as  hot  fpices,  high- 
feafoned  diflies,  and  fuch-Uke ;  but  alfo 
all  violent  exertions  of  bodily  flrength, 
as  running,  wreftling,  hard  riding,  &c. : 
Nor  is  tranquillity  of  mind  lefs  neceflary. 
All  the  bodily  fundions  may  be  diforder^ 
ed  by  violent  paflions  ;  and  when  that  is 
the  cafe,  the  moft  powerful  medicines 
will  not  have  their  proper  effedls  on  the 
fyftem. 


OF  BUBOES. 

Buboes  may  arife  from  different  caufes ; 
t  we  mean  only  to  treat  of 'the  vene- 
\\  bubo ;  This  is  generally  feated  in  the 
^  groin, 
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groin,  and  is  attended  with  fwelling,  pain^ 
and  inflammation  of  the  part.  The  true 
fyphilitic  bubo  is  commonly  preceded  by 
a  chancre  on  the  glans  or  prepuce,  though 
a  chancre  is  not  neceflfary  to  the  produc- 
tion of  a  bubo :  It  is  fometimes,  though 
feldom,  the  firR  fymptom  after  impure 
coition.  The  bubo  is  generally  fmgle, 
though  fometimes  both  groins  are  at  once 
aifeded^ 

There  is  no  occafion  to  defcribe  the 
whole  abforbent  fyftem  to  explain  the 
theory  of  buboes.  It  is  fuiEcient  to  fay, 
that  every  part  of  the  body,  both  exter- 
nal and  internal,  is  replenifhed  with  ab- 
forbent veffels,  whofe  open  mouths  take 
up  more  or  lefs  of  every  fluid  that  is  ap- 
plied to  them.  Thefe  veflTels  carry  the 
venereal  poifon  into  the  fyftem,  and  ferve 
likewife  to  convey  its  antidote. 

Whether  the  bubo  arifes  from  an  im- 
mediate abforption,  without  any  previous 
local  eruption,  or  from  an  abforption  from 
chancres,  or  a  virulent  gonorrhoea,  the 
fymptoms  are  nearly  the  fame.  Some, 

indeed, 
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indeed,  fuppofe  that  the  bubo  may  arlfe 
from  the  poifon  being  conveyed  from  the 
mafs  of  blood,  when  univerfally  tainted 
with  the  infedlion  j  but  this  opinion  is  by 
no  means  well  founded.  From  whatever 
caufe  buboes  proceed,  they  commonly 
hold  the  following  progrefs  i 

A  fmall  hafd  tumour  is  felt  in  one  or 
both  groins^  accompanied  with  fome  de- 
gree of  pain,  though  not  acute  ;  this  tu- 
mour gradually  increafes,  till  it  has  arriv- 
ed at  maturity.    When  matter  begins  to 
be  formed,  the  bubo  becomes  very  pain- 
ful, and  fonietimes  excites  a  flight  degree 
of  fever,  which  fubfides  when  the  fuppu- 
ration  of  the  bubo  is  completed;  The 
lize  of  buboes  at  the  time  of  their  fuppu- 
ration  is  very  different ;   fome  of  them 
are  not  larger  than  a  Xvalnut,  while 
others  exceed  the  bulk  of  an  hen's  egg. 
The  fuppuration  of  the  bubo  will  be 
quick,  if  it  is  attended  with  much  pain  ; 
but,  if  not  accompanied  with  great  pain, 
its  progrefs  will  be  flow. 
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Buboes,  In  their  firft  ftagc,  may  gene- 
fally  be  difperfed  ;  by  which  much  trou- 
ble, pain, and  inconvenience  to  the  patient, 
will  be  prevented.    But  this  method  of 
treatment  is,  by  fome,   believed  to  be 
dangerous  :  They  fuppofe  that  a  bubo  is 
an  effort  of  nature  to  carry  off  what  they 
call  the  morbific  matter  of  the  difeafe ; 
and  that,  by  difcuffing  it,  the  venereal 
poifon  is  repelled,  and  thrown  into  the 
fyftem.    On  this  fuppofition,  it  was  for- 
merly deemed  good  praftice  always  to 
promote  fuppuration,  and  bring  the  bubo 
to  difcharge  matter  as  foon  as  poffible. 
But  this  pradice  is  not  founded  on  found 
reafoning,  and  is  by  the  more  enlighten- 
ed praditioners  rejeded. 

In  fome  of  the  moft  obftlnate  venereal 
cafes  which  have  fallen  under  my  ob- 
fervation,  the  buboes  have  fuppurated, 
and  fometlmes  in  fuccelTion  j  but  I 
could  never  perceive  that  the  fuppura- 
tion tended  to  promote  the  cure,  or  to 
render  mercury  lefs  necelliiry.  Befides, 
the  fores  occafioned  by  the  breaking  or 

lay- 
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laying  open  of  the  buboes,  prove  often 
extremely  troublefome  and  difficult  of 
cure.  For  thefe  reafons,  I  always,  in 
the  firft  inftance,  attempt  the  difperfion 
of  a  bubo. 

To  c^£cdi  this,  purpofe,  evacuants  are 
in  the  firft  place  to  be  ufed;  as  bleeding, 
purging,  vomiting,  &c.    I  have  known 
one  brifk  purge  carry  off  a  bubo  *,  and 
local  bleeding  has  often  had  the  fame 
effed.    This  may  be  done  by  cupping  or 
leeches  :    I  generally  prefer  the  latter. 
The  fores,  indeed,  occafioned  by  the  bite, 
are  fometimes  flow  in  healing ;    but  this 
is  a  flight  inconvenience,  when  compared 
to  the  advantages  derived  from  the  bleed- 
ing.^   In  full  and  inflammatory  habits, 
the  patient  may  lofe  blood  from  the 

•  When  a  bubo  dJfappears  in  a  few  days,  the  quack 
^putes  at  to  his  great  fldU  ;  and  when  it  proves  obfti- 
«ate  which  will  happen  under  the  beft  treatment,  the 
Pl^yfican  blamed,  when  he  is  not  in  fault.  Random 
r2s?"T^^^^^^^^P"--  °^-dicines  11 
to  Xrt"'""'  «"''-P-kets  of  pretender. 
t«.pf>)fic,  who  are  totally  ignorant  of  that  fcicnce. 


arm  : 
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arm  :  but,  in  general,  local  bleeding  fuc- 
ceeds  better.  Blood  taken  from  or  near 
the  part  affeded,  will  relieve  the  patient 
more,  while  it  weakens  him  lefs,  than  a 
much  greater  quantity  taken  from  the 
general  mafs. 

Some  local  applications  ought  to  ac- 
company the  bleeding  and  purging,  which 
are  to  be  repeated  according  to  circum- 
ftances.  I  generally  ufe  repellent  poul- 
tices, made  with  Goulard's  extract,  or 
the  fugar  of  lead  ;  though  fome  prefer  the 
following  ointment,  as  being  lefs  trouble- 
fome  : 

Take  of   mercurial    ointment,  one 
ounce  ; 

Goulard's  extrad,  fifty  drops  j 
Powder  of  opium,  one  fcruple  :  Mix 

them  together  according  to  art. 

A  little  of  this  ointment  may  be  rubbed 

on  and  near  to  the  part  affeded,  feveral 

times  a  day. 

While  thefe  attempts  are  making  to 
difperfe  the  bubo,  the  patient  muft  ufe 
an  abftemious  regimen,  avoiding  all  ftrong 

and 
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■and  fermented  liquors ;  alfo  food  of  a 
heating  or  ftimulating  nature.  The  body 
muft  be  kept  gently  open,  and  all  violent 
exertions  are  to  be  avoided,  as  riding,  run- 
ning, wreftling,  and  fuch-like.  This  rule 
is  of  more  importance  than  is  generally 
imagined,  as  mufcular  motion  of  every 
kind  tends  to  increafe  inflammation. 

During  thefe  attempts  to  difperfe  the 
bubo,  the  ufe  of  mercury  is  not  to  be 
omitted  :  It  may  be  adminiftered  nearly 
in  the  fame  manner  as  for  the  chancre  ; 
only  that,  in  thi«  cafe,  -fome  prefer  the 
ointmeat  to  every  other  preparation  of 
mercury.  Their  reafon  for  giving  it  the 
preference  is,  that  it  can  be  applied  near 
to  the  parts  affeded,  and  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  be  taken  up  by  thofe  lym- 
phatic veffels  which  carry  it  immediately 
to  the  difeafed  glands  *. 

If 

*  The  quantity  of  mercury  necefTary  for  the  refolu- 
tion  of  a  bubo  will  be  in  proportion  to  its  obftinacy;  but 
care  muft  be  taken  not  to  hurt  tlie  conflitution.  Mr. 
Hunter  recommends  half  a  dram  of  mercurial  ointment, 
jnade  with  equal  parts  of  quickfilver  and  hog's-Iard,  to 

i  3  be 
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If  the  means  ufed  for  difperfing  tlic 
bubo  fliould  not  fucceed,  and  the  inflam- 
matory fymptoms  run  high,  fo  that  the 
fuppuration    feems    unavoidable,  they 
fhould  be  difcontinued,  and  proper  medi- 
-  cines  applied  for  promoting  the  fuppura- 
tion.   For  this,  purpofe,   emolUent  fo- 
mentations and  ripening  poukices  are 
proper:    Thefe  may  be  foftened  with 
iweet  oil  or  frefh  butter,  and  applied  to 
the  bubo  evening  and  morning.    If  it  is 
found  necelfary  to  haften  the  fuppuration, 
raw  onions  may  be  bruifed,  and  mixed 
with  the  poultice. 

To  promote  the  fuppuration,  the  pa- 
tient may  indulge  in  a  more  nourifhing 
diet,  and  dri^ik  a  moderate  quantity  of 
wine.    If  the  pain  is  very  great,  to  alle- 

be  ufed  every  night-  If  the  mouth  Is  not  afFcaed  In  fix 
or  eight  days,  and  the  gland  does  not  readily  refolve, 
two  fcruples,  or  a  dram,  may  be  applied  every  night ; 
and  if  there  be  no  amendment,  more  muft  be  rubbed 
in  :  In  ^hort,  if  the  reduaion  proves  obftinate,  the 
mercury  mua  be  puflied  as  far  as  can  be  done,  without 
raifing  a  violent  falivatiop. 

viate 
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viate  the  irritation  and  procure  reft,  he 
may  take  from  half  a  grain  to  a  grain  of 
opium  in  a  pill  at  bed-time.  This  will 
likewife  tend  to  haften  the  formation  of 
matter,  tind  to  fhorten  the  inflammatory 
ftage. 

When  thehubo  has  arrived  at  maturity, 
and  matter  is  formed,  the  common  prac- 
tice is  to  open  the  abfcefs  with  a  lancet, 
or  by  means  of  cauftic  j  but  it  often 
happens,  when  the  bubo  is  opened  by 
theie  methods,  that  it  is  not  perfedly 
ripe  ;  but  when  nature  is  left  to  make 
the  opening  in  her  own  way,  it  always 
happens  when  it  ought,  and  generally 
heals  much  fooner,  and  with  lefs  incon- 
venience, than  when  opened  either  by 
incifion  or  cauftic. 

As  foon  as  the  abfcefs  is  broken,  the 
patient  ought  gently  to  prefs  out  the 
matter,  endeavouring,  at  the  fame  time, 
to  enlarge  the  orifice.  If  the  difcharge 
is  thick,  and  the  fuppuration  has  not 
been  tedious,  there  will  be  every  reafon 
to  expert  that  the  abfcefs  will  foon  heal  ; 

^  4  but 
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but  if  the  fore  difcharges  a  thin,  fharp 
ichor  of  a  greenifti  colour,  -and  its  lip3 
are  ragged,  and  of  a  loofe,  flabby  appear-r 
ance,  the  cure  will  prove  both  tedious  and 
troublefbme. 

After  fqueezing  out  the  matter,  a  little 
of  any  digeftive  ointmeat  may  be  applied 
to  the  fore,  on  a  bit  of  lint  or  foft  rag, 
and  the  whole  covered  with  a  foft  poul- 
tice. This  may  be  renewed  twice  a  day, 
preflTing  out  the  matter  very  gently,  be- 
fore it  is  applied.  The  fore  ought  to  be 
kept  clean  by  wafhing  it,  every  time  the 
poultice  is  renewed,  with  milk  and  water 
a.  little  warm.  The  time  that  may  be 
neceffary  for  healing  the  bubo  cannot  be 
afcertained,  as  it  depends  entirely  on  the 
patient's  conftitution. 

It  fometimes  happens,  after  feveral 
weeks  trial  of  the  above  method  of  treat-r 
ment,  that  the  fores  grow  worfe,  and  the 
patient's  health  and  ftrength  decline.  In 
this  cafe  it  will  be  neceffary  to  difcontinue 
the  mercury,  and  to  put  the  patient  on  a 
light  and  nourifliing  diet,  with  an  allow-^ 

ance 
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ance  of  three  or  four  glaffes  of  found  red 
port  wine  in  the  courfe  of  the  day.  The 
bark  muft  alfo  be  taken  in  as  large  quan- 
tities as  the  ftomach  will  bear  it. 

I  have  feen  a  patient  fo  much  weaken- 
ed by  the  ufe  of  mercury,  that  he  was  not 
able  to  walk,  or  even  to  ftand ;  yet,  by 
going  into  the  country,  living  on  a  light 
nourifliing  diet,  and  drinking  the  decoc- 
tion of  farfaparilla,  with  equal  parts  of 
new  milk,  he  got  w^eli  in  a  few  weeks. 
If  any-  fymptoms  of  the  diforder  remain 
after  this  courfe,  it  will  be  necelTary  to 
refume  the  ufe  of  the  grand  fpecific,  mer^ 
eury,  as  foon  as  the  patient  is  able  to  bear 
it. 

Though  mifchief  is  no  doubt  done  by 
puftiing  the  mercury  too  far,  yet  I  am 
fully  perfuaded  that  ten  times  more  pro- 
ceeds from  leaving  it  off  too  foon.  The 
patient  tires  of  taking  medicine,  and  the 
dodor,  willing  to  indulge  him,  gives  him 
permiffion  to  defift  before  the  bufmefs  is 
completed.  Of  this,  I  am  forry  to  fay, 
one  meets  with  too  many  proofs  to  quef- 
tion  the  fad. 


OF 
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A  venereal  ulcer  may  appear  on  any 
-    part  of  the  body,  and  is  a  fure  fign  that 
the  poifon  has  pervaded  and  infeded  every 
part  of  the.  fyftem.  '  Thefe  ulcers  are 
ufually  preceded  by  blotches,  which  ap- 
pear firft  about  the  roots  of  the  hair,  or 
on  the  forehead,  where  they  go  by  the 
name  of  a  corona  veneris.    They  gradu- 
ally fpread  all  over  the  body,  and  are 
attended  with  itching  and  fome  degree  of 
pain.    A  venereal  ulcer,  though  not  very 
painful,  quickly  becomes  deep,  and  even 
reaches  the  bone,  which  it  renders  foul. 
It  difcharges  a  thin,  foetid,  corrofive  mat- 
ter ;  and  cannot  be  cured,  but  by  a  com- 
plete and  well-conduded  courfe  of  mer- 
cury. 

It  is  of  importance  to  diftinguiHi  the 
venereal  from  the  common  ulcer,  as  mif- 
takes  in  this  matter  may  have  ferious  con- 
fequences,  both  with  regard  to  the  cha- 
radcr  of  patients,  and  the  method  ot 

cure. 
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cure.  If  the  patient  has  reafon  fufpedt 
that  the  ulcer  may  be  venereal;  if  its 
margin  is  hard,  the  furrounding  fkiii 
preternaturally  red,  and  the  bottom  co- 
vered with  a  white  Hough ;  there  is 
ground  to  believe  it  is  venereal.  But  the 
moft  certain  conclufion  may  be  dravyrn 
from  the  ufe  of  mercury :  If  the  .ulcer 
either  appears,  or  growls  v^rorfe  during  the 
ufe  of  mercury,  it  is  probably  not  vene- 
real ;  but  if  it  gets  better  under  a  proper 
courfe  of  mercury,  there  is  little  doubt  of 
its  belonging  to  that  clafs. 

Though  a  chancre,  which  is  a  venereal 
ulcer,  generally  appears  on  the  genitals, 
yet  thofe  ulcers  which  proceed  from-  a 
contaminated  ftate  of  the  whole  fyftem 
feldom  affedt  the  parts  of  generation. 
Indeed,  there  is  no  part  of  the  furface  of 
the  body  where  they  occur  fo  feldom. 
This  clearly  proves,  what  we  have  before 
afferted,  that  the  chancre  is  a  local  af- 
fetlion,  and  affords  no  proof  that  the 
fyftem  is  contaminated.    Ahnoft  every 

chan- 
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chancre  may  be  traced  to  a  local  applica- 
tion of  the  venereal  poifon  ;  and  when 
the  poifon  can  be  arrefted  in  its  progrefs, 
the  fyftem  will  not  be  generally  affeded. 

Though  venereal  ulcers  are  often  pre- 
ceded by  blotches,  yet  this  is  not  always 
the  cafe :  Sometimes  they  come  without 
any  previous  eruption  ;  and  at  other  times 
a  number  of  fmall  pimples  rife  upon  the 
fkin,  previous  to  the  appearance  of  an 
ulcer.  Nor  is  it  uncommon  for  a  flight 
degree  of  itchincfs  only  to  be  felt  on  the 
part,  before  the  ulcer  is  perceived. 

Venereal  ulcers  are  generally  pretty 
tradable,  and  heal  almoft  as  foon  as  other 
fores,  unlefs  there  is  fome  fault  in  the  pa- 
tient's conftitution.  When  this  is  the 
cafe,  they  often  prove  very  obftinate ; 
and  fometimes  even  bid  defiance  to  the 
great  antidote  mercury.  The  habits, 
where  venereal  ulcers  prove  moft  obfti- 
nate, are,  the  fcrofulous,  and  perfons 
deeply  affeded  with  the  fcurvy.  As  both 
thefe  ha:bits  are  very  common  in  this 

coun- 


OF  VENEREAL  ULCERS.  125 

country,  it  is  no  wonder  that  venereal 
complaints  (hould  fo  often  prove  tedious 
and  difficult  to  cure. 

There  feems  to  be  fome  affinity  be- 
tween the  pox  and  fcrofula,  that  has  not 
yet  been  defined  :  Where  the  fyftem  is 
deeply  afFefted  by  the  latter,  the  former 
will  always  be  found  obftinate.  I  have 
known  even  a  bubo, -in  fuch  a  habit, 
continue  for  years  before  it  could  be 
cured,  notwithftanding  the  liberal  ufe  of 
mercury  j  and  fometimes  ulcers,  which 
feem  to  rife  from  a  venereal  taint,  and 
will  not  yield  to  mercury,  may  be  cured 
by  fea  bathing,  which  is  almoft  a  fpecific 
in  fcrofula. 

Venereal  ulcers  often  SiffcQ:  the  throat 
Sometimes  an  ulcer  in  this  part  is  the 
firft  fymptom  of  the  difeafe  ;  and,  being 
miftaken  for  a  common  fore  throat,  it  is 
often  improperly  treated.  The  ulcer  ge- 
nerally makes  its  appearance  on  the  glands 
called  amygdala^  from  their  refemblance 
to  almonds,  with  an  eryfipelalous  or  red- 
difli  colour  in  the  parts  adjacent,  and  a 

buffy 
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buffy  colour  at  the  bottom.  It  is  not, 
however,  confined  to  thefe  glands,  but 
fometimes  attacks  the  uviila^  tonfils, 
roof  of  the  mouth,  and  other  adjacent 
parts. 

It  is  of  the  greateft  importance  to  be 
early  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  thefe 
ulcers,  as  they  often  fpread  rapidly  ;  and, 
if  not  checked  by  mercury,  they  will  cor- 
rode th-e  parts  on  which  they  fix,  and 
deftroy  the  organs  of  deglutition.  Where 
there  is  the  leaft  reafon  to  fufped  that 
ulcers  of  the  throat  may  proceed  from  a 
venereal  taint,  the  patient  ought  immedi- 
ately to  have  recourfe  to  the  beft  advice. 

The  firft  ftep  towards  the  cure  of  an 
ulcer  in  the  throat  is,  to  afcertain  its  caufe. 
One  often  meets  with  ulcerous  throats  in 
married  women,  which  have  been  under 
the  care  of  the  family  apothecary  for 
many  months,  without  -  any  progrefs  hav- 
ing been  made  towards  a  cure ;  the  at- 
tendant either  not  fufpeding  the  real  caufe 
of  the  complaint,  or  not  daring  to  inquire 
into  it.    The  hulband,  who  takes  care 

to 
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to  get  cured  himfelf,  and  leaves  his 
wife  to  find  out  her  diforder,  and  to  get 
cured  •  as  flie  can,  is  at  once  cruel  and 
unjuft. 

A  venereal  ulcer  fometimes  affeds  the 
womb.  This  too  is  apt  to  be  miftaken, 
and  treated  as  a  cancer.  As  it  cannot  be 
examined,  like  the  fore  throat,  the  beft 
and  fafeft  way  is  to  confiderit  as  venereal, 
and  to  treat  it  accordingly.  If  it  fhould 
not  yield  to  mercury  and  its  accompani- 
ments, the  caufe  becomes  doubtful.  I 
would  then  recommend  fea  bathing,  or 
the  v/aters  of  Bareges,  as  moft  Ukely 
lo  perform  a  cure. 

In  whatever  part  of  the  body  a  vene- 
real ulcer  appears,  its  cure  muft  be  at- 
tempted by  mercury.  Where  this  fails, 
there  is  reafon  to  fufped  either  that  the 
ulcer  is  not  truly  venereal,  or  that  it  has 
affumed  a  different  charader,  and  requires 
a  different  mode  of  treatment.  In  this 
cafe,  the  patient's  ftrength  muft  be  re- 
ftored  by  nourifhing  diet  and  generous 
wines.    The  ufe  of  tonic  medicines,  a-<i 

3  the 
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the  bark  and  fteel,  will  llkewife  be  pro- 
per ;  and  above  all,  we  would  recom- 
mend cold  fea  bathing. 

A  variety  of  ointments,  &c.  have  been 
recommended  in  the  cure  of  venereal 
ulcers,  but  we  lay  no  great  ftrefs  upon 
them.  The  chief  bufmefs  is  to  keep  the 
fore  clean,  and  to  throw  in  the  antidote 
as  freely  as  the  patient's  conftitution  will 
bear  it.  A  lift  of  the  moft  approved  me- 
dicines for  local  application  will,  how- 
ever, be  given  in  the  Appendix,  with 
diredions  for  ufmg  them. 


OF  VENEREAL  BLOTCHES,  AND  OTHER 
AEEECTIONS  OE  THE  SKIN. 

It  has  been  obferved,  that  venereal  ul- 
cers are  often  preceded  by  blotches.  They, 
as  well  as  the  ulcer,  prove  that  the  fyflcm 
is  contaminated,  and  that  the  poifon  has 
difFufed  itfelf  through  the  whole  frame. 
There  is  no  part  of  the  body  exempt 

from 
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from  their  attack,  though  they  appear 
more  frequently  on  fome  parts  than  on 
others.  Some  ingenious  attempts  have 
been  made  to  account  fo-r  this  ;  but  they 
are  more  fpecious  than  folid. 

Though  blotches  are  fometimes  a  pri-« 
rnary  fymptom,  yet  I  have  more  fre- 
quently found  them  a  fecondary  one,  and 
generally  the  eifea  of  cold,  when  the 
body  was  charged  with  mercury,  and  the 
difeafe  not  totally  fubdued.    The  erup- 
tions, in  this  cafe,  have  a  very  unfeemly 
appearance;  but  there  is  reafon  to  believe^, 
if  the  difeafe  were  not  thrown  upon  the 
ikin,   that  the  confequences  might  be 
worfe. 

A  few  years  ago,  a  patient  of  mine, 
who  had  for  fome  time  been  under  a, 
Gourfe  of  mercury,  refufed  to  take  it  any 
longer,  becaufe  it  made  his  mouth  fore, 
and  was  attended  with  other  inconveni-' 
enccs :  Contrary  to  my  advice,  he  went 
down  to  the  fea-fide  ;  and,  as  it  was  the 
feafon  for'bathing,  like  many  ottiers, 
without   any  precaution,    he  plunged 

1^.  head. 
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headlong  Into  the  water,  and  fwam  about 
for  his  amufement.    How  often  this  was 
repeated  I  do  not  know ;  but,  on  his  re- 
turn to  town,  he  came  to  me  with  a  face 
fo  covered  with  blotches,  as  hardly  ta 
jefemble  the  human  figure.    As  thefe  had 
every  mark  of  venereal  blotches,  1  was 
induced  to  put  him  under  a  frefh  courfe 
of  mercury,  and  to  continue  it  till  they 
ctifappeared. 

At  prefent  I  have  a  gentleman  under 
3ny  care,  who,  during  the  fevere  froft  of 
laft  winter^'^ir- was  -taking  mercury.  I 
could  not  perfuade  him  to  keep  the  houfe  : 
He  not  only  went  abroad,  but  was  very 
irregular  in  his  manner  of  living.  The 
confequence  was,  an  univerfal  eruption, 
or  blotches  all  over,  but  particularly  on 
the  face.    They  are  now  going  off  by 
the  ufe  of  mercury  y  but  at  one  time  they 
exhibited  the  appearance  of  a  confluent 
fmall  pox,  a  little  after  the  turn,   fo  ex- 
aaiy,  that  any  oae,  at  firft  fight,  would 
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flave  fuppofed  the  patient  was  juft  reco- 
vering from  that  loathfome  difeafe.  From 
this  refemblance  I  am  inclined  to  think 
the  difeafe  took  its  name. 

Venereal  blotches   are  not  attended 
\vith  much  pairt  ;  they  excite:,  however^ 
an  itchinefs,  v^hich  makes  the  patient 
reftlefs  and  uneafy;    They  often  attack 
the  points  of  the  fingers^  efpecially  under 
the  nails,  and,  v^^hen  fiiffered  to  proceed^ 
a  feparation  takes  place^  and  the  nails  as 
well  as  the  cuticle  fall  off:  Indeed,  what- 
ever feparates  the  cuticle  will  take  off  the' 
nails.    When  they  attack  the  parts  'co- 
vered with  hair,  they  not  only  prevent 
its  growth,  but  frequently  it  falls  offi 

There  are  other  cuticiilar  eruptions,  as 
the  herpes,  &c.  which  may  be  miftaketi 
for  the  venereal,  by  people  rtot  adcuftom- 
ed  to  fee  thefe  things.  Herpetic  erup- 
tions generally  appear  in  a  circular  form^ 
from  whence  they  get  the^  name  of  rino-i 
worms.  They  are  broader  than  the  vent 
real  blotches.  Befides,  the  herpes  is  more 
iocal  than  venereal  eruptions,  which  often 
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GGVer  the  greater  part  of  the  body.  But 
they  are  beft  known  from  the  circum- 
fiances  of  the  cafe,  and  the  patient's  man- 
ner of  Ufe. 

Thefe,  Uke  other  venereal  affedions, 
generally  yield  to  a  proper  courfe  of 
inercury  ;  though  fornetimes  it  is  found 
sieceiTary  to  call  in  the  aid  of  antimony.. 
This  may  either  be  done  by  adminiftering 
Plummer's  pill,  or  by  adding  fuch  aquan- 
t.iity  :of  the' aritimonial  wine,  or  of  crude 
antimony,  to  the  Lilbon  diet  drink,  as 
will  be  direded  in  the  Appendix. 

Some  have  fuppofed,  and  not  without 
reafon,  that  the  corrofive  fublimate,  in 
afieaions  of  the  fkin,  is  preferable  to  the 
ether  preparations  of  mercury.    In  ob- 
ftinate  cafes,  where  the  other  mercurial 
paedrcines  have  failed,  it  has  often,  in 
jny  pradice,  fucceeded:    Indeed,  I  hai'e 
feldom  known  it  to  fail.    It  ought,  how- 
ever, to  be  adminiftered  with  care  ;  and 
It  will  be  more  flife,  if  accompanied  with 
the  decoftion  of  farfaparilla. 


Some 
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•1Some  recommend  mercurial  ointment, 
or  iotions,  to  be  applied  externally;  but 
I  am  no  friend  either  to  wet  or  greafy 
applications  to  the  fkin.  When  the  erup- 
tions are  hot  or  uneafy,  I  treat  them  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  eryfipelas,  by 
fprinkling  them  with  fine  flour  or  liair- 
pewder.  Should  the  eruption,  however, 
jx^ove  very  obftinate,  an  appropriated 
ointment  may  be  applied,  as  dii-e<^ed  m 
the  Appendix, 


OF  THE  VENEREAL  NODE. 

The  venereal  virus,  when  fufFered  to 
xemain  in  the  fyftem,  fattens  at  laft  on 
the  bones  ;  and,  what  is  v^ry  remarkable, 
kcommonly  feizes  on  the  moft  folid  pai-ts 

the  bones,  and  where  they  are  moft  thin- 
ly covered  with  flefh,.as  the:flnn-bones,the 
bones  of  the  head,  of  the  arm,  &c.  Nor 
is  it  lefs  worthy  of  remark,  that  wherever 
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It  fixes  there  it  remains,  and  Is  never 
known  to  leave  the  part  till  it  is  deftroyed, 
or  the  poifon  conquered. 

The  true  node,  w^hich  is  a  hard  tumour 
rifing  on  a  bone  affeded  with  the  vene- 
real virus,  does  not  appear  at  an  early- 
period  of  the  difeafe  ;  but,  in  cafes  where 
patients  are  expofed  to  cold,  or  in  damp 
fituations,  fwellings  of  the  mufcles,  liga- 
ments, and  tendons,  will  appear  foon 
after  the  infection  has  been  received  into 
the  fyftem.  Thefe  however  are  not  to 
be  confidered  as  genuine  venereal  nodes. 

In  the  early  ftage  of  the  difeafe,  a  ve- 
nereal node  occafions  Httle  pain,  and  is, 
for  , that  reafon,  often  negleded  :    But  as 
the  tumour  increafes,  fo  does  the  pain, 
till  it  fbmetimes  becomes  quite  excruciate 
ing.    I  had  a  patient,  who  w^as  fo  tor- 
jnented  with  a  node,  that  he  ufed  to  get 
out  of  bed,  almoft  every    night,  and 
fit  for  hours  together  with  his  leg  im- 
merfed  in  a  pail  of  cold  water.    In  fuch 
cafes,  fome  recommend  an  incifion  to  b« 

made 
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made  as  deep  as  the  bone  for  the  whole 
length  of  the  node  ;  but  few  patients  wili 
fubinit  to  this  operation,  and  I  have  al- 
ways fucceeded  without  it. 

Sometimes  thefe  pains  are  miftaken  for 
the  rheumatifm,  but  th€y  may  eafily  bf 
diftinguifhed :  The  rheumatifm  gene- 
rally affeds  the  joints,  while  the  node 
rifes  in  the  middle  of  the  bone.  Befides, 
the-  rheumatifm  often  changes  its  place, 
and  even  iliifts  from  one  joint  to  ano* 
ther ;  but  the  node,  as  has  been  already 
obferved,  is  permanent. 

The  cure  of  nodes  evinces  the  wonder- 
ful powei's  of  mercury  as  a -medicineu 
That  it  fhould  be  able  to  piu-fue  the  encr 
my  into  his  laft  retreat,  and,  when  lie 
lias  feized  on  the  moft  folid  parts  of  the 
fyftem,  which  he  k  fure,  if  negledled,  to 
deftroy  ;  I  that,  in  this  cafe,  a  few 
grains  of  mercury  fliouid  diflodge  the 
foe,  and  reftore  the  patient  to  perfe<3: 
tiealth  and  foundnefs,  isa  thing  fcarcely 
credible.-~.Yet  it  is  fo  certain,  that  I  do 
not  recollea  ever  to  have  feen  mercury- 
it  4  iail 
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fail  in  the  cure  of  a  node  ;  and,  even 
where  the  bones  have  become  carious 
and  have  exfoHated,  the  patient  has  re- 
ceived a  complete  cure,  and  has  not  only 
enjoyed  perfect  health  himfelf,  but  been 
able  to  tranfmit  a  found  conftitution  to  his 
progeny. 

In  the  cure  of  nodes,  it  is  of  the 
greateft  importance  to  apply  the  antidote 
as  foon  as  polTible  :  Delay  not  only  ren- 
•^ers  a  greater  quantity  of  mercury  necef- 
fary,  but  endangers  the  bone.  I  do  not 
recoiled;  to  have  feen  a  bone  become  ca- 
rious, or  an  operation  necelTary,  where 
the  mercury  had  been  applied  in  due  time 
and  quantity. 

The  miftake  is  generally  made  in  this 
way  :  The  patient  puts  himfelf  under 
what  he  thinks  proper  care  ;  the  fymp- 
toms  difappear,  and  he  is  declared  to  be 
cured.  Some  months,  and  fometimes 
years,  afterwards,  a  flight  pain  is  felt,  and 
perhaps  fome  degree  of  fwelling  appears 
on  the  fhin-bone  :  This  is  fuppofed  to 
be  rheumatic,  and  is  of  courfe  negleded, 

till 
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till  the  poifon  has  rendered  the  bone  foul, 
and  perhaps  carious. 

Every  perfon  who  has  had  the  lues 
venerea,  ought  to  be  on  his  guard  with 
refped:  to  the  appearance  of  nodes  ;  and, 
if  he  feels  pain,  or  perceives  any  fwelling 
on  thofe  parts  of  the  bone  where  nodes  are 
known  to  rife,  he  ought  to  have  immediate 
recourfe  to  the  antidote.  Some,  in  this 
cafe,  prefer  the  ointment,  and  even  rub 
it  on  the  part  affeded  ;  but  this  I  confider 
as  bad  pradice.  The  ointment  will  have 
the  fame  effed  if  rubbed  on  the  found 
parts,  and  the  fridion  is  apt  to  hurt  the 
difeafed  one.  The  ointment,  however, 
in  this^cafe,  is  not  my  favourite  remedy  ; 
at  leaft  I  never  truft  to  it  alone.  1  have 
feen  great  quantities  of  the  ointment  ufed 
for  the  difcuffion  of  a  node,  with  little  or 
no  apparent  benefit ;  where  pills,  made 
of  the  calcined  mercury,  effeded  a  com- 
plete cure.  In  nodes  of  long  {landing, 
more  mercury  will  be  neceffary,  than  in 
any  other  fyphilitic  affedion. 


As 
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As  the  true  node  is  never  an  early 
fymptom,  there  is  reafon  to  fufpedt  that 
it  is  ovv^ing  either  to  improper  treatment  or 
neglect. — A  married  gentleman,  either  to 
fave  his  money  or  appearances,  put  him- 
felf  under  the  care  of  an  apothecary  in  the 
environs  of  London,   who,  after  fomc 
months  attendance,  told   him  he  was 
cured.    Some  time  after,  he  came  to  me, 
with  a  large  node  on  one  of  his  legs,  for 
which  I  put  him  under  a  courfe  of  mer- 
cury.   He  had  fent  his  wife  into  the 
country,  to  live  with  her  friends,  till  he 
fhould  get  well  ;'  but  unfortunately  fhe 
had  carried  the  infedion  along  with  her. 
Finding  herfelf  unwell,  flie  applied  to  a 
country  apothecary,  who,  being  a  mere 
golTip,  ^blabbed  the  matter  among  her 
friends  :  They  took  the  alarm,  abufed  the 
hufband,  and  had  very  near  eftedied  a  re- 
paration.   I  advifed  him  to  bring  her  up 
to  town,  and  put  her  under  the  fame 
courfe  of  medicine  as  himfelf.    In  a  few 
months  they  were  both  well,  and  have 
fmce  had  feveral  hue  children. 

Any 
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Any  man  may  have  a  misfortune,  or  be 
off  his  guard  at  one  time  or  another. 
When  this  happens,  and  he  has  reafoii 
to  think,  or  even  to  fufpe^t,  that  he  has 
injured  his  partner,  he  ought  immediately 
to  acquaint  her  with  his  fituation,  and  to 
take  the  fame  advice  for  her  as  for  him^- 
felf ;  otherwife  he  may  have  reafon  to  re- 
pent of  his  condudt  as  long  as  he  , lives. 
She  will  impute  all  her  future  complaints 
to  this  difeafe,  and  will  never  believe  that 
ihe  has  been  thoroughly  cured. 

When  the  matter  of  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe falls  upon  the  tendons,  mufcles,  or 
ligaments,  fo  as  to  produce  tumours,  which 
have  a  refemblance  to  nodes,  we  muft 
depend  entirely  on  mercury  for  the  cure; 
and,  if  ulcers  fliould  appear,  they  muft 
be  treated  in  the  fame  manner  as  othe^- 
Venereal  ulcers, 


or 
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We  have  already  taken  notice  of  tliofe 
warty  excrefcences  which  occur  in  gonor- 
rhoea, and  of  their  proper  method  of 
treatment  :  They  are  always  local,  and 
require  only  topical  applications.  But 
the  flefhy  excrefcences,  which  appear 
about  the  feat,  generally  mark  a  con- 
firmed lues.  They  fhow  that  the  whole 
fyllem  is  contaminated,  and  will  only 
yield  to  a  complete  courfe  of  mercury. 

Sometimes  thefe  excrefcences  appear 
along  with  the  blotches  in  other  parts  of 
the  body:  Nor  do  they  unfrequently 
fall  into  ulcers  which  difcharge  a  very 
offenfive  matter.  Thefe  ulcers  are  not 
always  fuperficial :  They  often  run  to  a 
confiderable  depth,  and  I  have  once  and 
again  feen  them  degenerate  into  fiftuloua 
fores. 

Thefe  excrefcences  may  be  cut  off 
with  a  knife,  or  eaten  away  by  cauftic  ; 
but,  unlefs  the  caufe  is  removed  by  a 

mer- 
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mercurial  courfe,  duly  perfifted  in,  they; 
will  return  with  as  much  virulence  as  be- 
fore. If  once  fubdued  by  a  proper  courle 
of  mercury,  they  are  feldom  known  to 
appear  again  on  the  fame  parts.  But  it 
does  not  follow,  when  the  excrefcences 
difappear,  that  the  poifon  is  eradicated  ; 
The  difeafe  will  often  break  out  again 
wdth  gr£at  virulence.-  When  this  hap- 
pens, recourfe  muft  again  be  had  to  the 
grand  fpecihc.  Whatever  aid  may  be  de- 
rived from  other  medicines,  they  are  only 
to  be  confidered  as  auxiliaries.  In  this 
way  they  may  have  their  ufe  ;  but  who- 
ever trufts  to  them  for  a  radical  cure,  in 
a  confirmed  lues,  will  be  miferably  difop- 
pointed. 

When  the  furfaces  of  thefe  excrefcences 
difcharge  matter,  fome  employ  aftringent 
lotions  to  heal  them,  left  the  matter  fliould 
be  abforbed,  and  diffufed  over  the  fyftem. 
I  am  no  great  friend  to  repellents  hi.  any 
cafe  ;  they  ^are  apt  to  deceive  the  patient, 
and  to  make  him  believe  he  is  cured, 
when  the  cafe  is  other  wife.   But  ,to  dean- 

linefs 
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Imefs  I  can  have  no  objedlion.  It  has  al- 
ready been  recommended  in  the  treat- 
ment of  venereal  ulcers  ;  and  when  thefe 
excrefcences  difcharge  matter,  it  fhould 
be  frequently  wafhed  off  with  a  piece  of 
fpunge  dipped  in  milk  and  water,  and 
dry  lint  applied  to  abforb  it.  When 
fmuous  ulcers  appear,  they  fhould  be 
cleaned  by  injecting  the  milk  and  water 
with  a  fyringe* 


EFFECTS  OF  THE  VENEREAL  DISEASE  OH 
THE  EYES  AND  EARS. 

All  the  organs  of  fenfe  are  liable  td 
be  affeded  by  the  venereal  difeafe,  but 
particularly  the  eyes  and  ears.  Some  of 
the  moft  obftinate  inflammations  of  the 
eyes  that  I  have  met  with,  arofe  from 
a  venereal  taint.  A  repelled  gonorrhasa 
is  by  fome  fuppofed  to  be  the  caufe  of 
this  fpecies  of  opthalmia*  But  the  moft 
dangerous  afFe(Stion  of  the  eyes  is  that 
which  proceeds  from  a  confirmed  lues. 

Thisj 
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This,  tliough  not  attended  with  much 
pain  -of  inflammation,  frequently  ends  in 
total  blindnefs. 

When  an  inflammation  of  the  ejes 
fucceeds  to  a  fudden  ftoppage  of  the  dif- 
charge  in  a  gonorrha^a,  means  fhouid  be 
ufed  to  reftore  the  running.  This  may 
be  done  by  ftimulating  inje<9:ions  fre- 
quently thrown  up  the  urethra  by  means 
of  a  fyringe.  The  manner  of  preparing 
and  ufing  thefe  injedions,  as  well  as  fti- 
mulating bougies,  will  be  taken  notice  of 
in  the  Appendix. 

The  treatment  of  this  is  nearly  the 
fame  as  the  common  opthalmia.  The 
inflammatory  fymptonis  muft  be  taken 
off  by  bleeding,  purging,  and  other  eva- 
cuations. If  leeches  are  ufed,  they  muft 
be  applied  as  near  to  the  eyes  as  can  be 
done  with  fafety.  The  fame  obfervation 
applies  to  bliftering-plafters.  Slips  of 
bliftering-plafter  may  be  applied  on  the 
temples,  or  behind  the  ears,  and  kept 
tunning  by  conrerting  them  into  iffiies. 

3  I  have 
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I  have  known  fome  people,  who  were 
apt  to  have  their  eyes  inflamed,  reap 
great  benefit  from  wearing  threads  of 
worfted,  fmeared  with  the  iflue  ointment^ 
behind  the  ears. 

What  is  called  the  chronic  opthalmia  is 
often  a  fymptom  of  the  pox,  and  can 
only  be  cured  by  mercury.    In  this  cafe, 
mercury  muft  not  only  be  given  in  as 
large  quantities  as  the  patient  can  bear, 
but  muft  be  continued  for  a  confiderable 
length  of  time. — fome  fay,  for  eleven  or 
twelve  weeks  i  but  this  muft  be  regulated 
by  its  effedis,  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the 
difeafe  ;  for  the  lues  venerea  induces  dif- 
ferent diforders  of  the  eyes,  any  of  which 
may  end  in  blindnefs.    Sometimes  the 
patient  is  alfeded  with  a  gutta  ferena ;  at 
other  times  with  a  catarad  ;  and  not  un- 
frequently,  with  what   is   worfe  than 
either,  a  fuffufion  of  the  humours,  or  an 
opacity  of  the  cornea.    A  catarad  may 
be  extracted,  and  fometimes  mercury  will 
cure  a  gutta  ferena  j  but  when  the  hu- 
mours 
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mours  become  confufed,  or  the  cornea  lofes 
its  tranfparency,  very  little  is  to  be  done. 

Befides  throwing  mercury  into  the 
fyftem  in  general,  fome  local  applications 
are  recommended.    When  the  eye-lids 
are  afFeded,   they  may  be  frequently 
anointed  with  the  mercurial  ointment; 
or,  what  is  more  adive,  with  an  oint- 
ment compofed  of  three  or  four  parts  of 
hogs-lard  to  one  of  the  unguentiim  citri" 
7im?i  of  the  common  difpenfatories.  This 
may  be  made  ftronger  or  weaker,  as  the 
parts  can  bear  it.     Some  recommend 
bathing  the  eyes  five  or  fix  times  a  day, 
with  a  weak  folution  of  the  corrofive 
fublimate :   This  muft  likewife  be  adapt- 
ed to  the  patient's  feelings. 

There  is  one  affedion  of  the  eye, 
which,  though  truly  venereal,  is  fome- 
times  miftaken  for  a  fjiula  lacrymalis. 
It  is  feated  in  the  interior  angle  of  the 
eye,  and  is  attended  with  an  almoft  con- 
tant  difcharge  of  tears,  which  keep  trick- 
ling down  the  cheek.  Thcfe  tears  are 
prevented  from  finding  their  way  into  the 

^  nofe 
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nofe  through  the  lacrymal  fac,  by  the 
vifcid  matter  that  clofes  up  what  are  called 
the  pundta  lacrymaUa,  This  matter  may 
be  fqueezed  out,  by  preffing  the  part' 
with  the  finger. 

1  had  a  patient  fome  time  ago,  who 
had  long  laboured  under  this  complaint : 
He  was  attended  by  a  fea-furgeon  of  no 
great  experience,  who  had  not  the  leaft 
fufpicion  of  what  was  the  real  caufe  of  his 
patient's  diforder,  and  propofed  curing 
him  by  the  operation  for  the  fjlula  lacry^ 
7naUs.  As  I  took  it  to  be  a  venereal  fymp- 
tom,  I  advifed  him  to  try  a  courfe  of 
'    mercury,  by  which  the  complaint  was 
entirely  removed.    If  I  remember  right, 
Mr.  Bell  mentions  this  as  a  new  cafe.  In- 
deed I  have  feldom  met  with  it  in  prac- 
tice, and  do  not  recoiled  to  have  feen  it 
in  any  book  except  his  own. 

The  ears,  as  well  as  the  eyes,  are  fome- 
times  the  feat  of  the  venereal  difeafe  ;  and, 
in  fome  inftances,  it  deftroys  the  fenfe  of 
hearing  altogether.    When  the  external 

parts  of  the  ear  only  are  afieded,  it  is  not 

fo> 

<  I 
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£0  dangerous  ;  thoughj  in  fome  inftcinces, 
the  external  paflage  is  fo  ftufFed  up  with 
a  dry,  fcurfy  matter,  as  to  obftrud  the 
hearing.  But  the  greateft  danger  arifes 
from  the  venereal  difeafe  fixing  -on  the 
bones.  When  this  is  the  cafe,  a  difcharge 
of  ill-coloured  matter  enfues,  which  is 
followed  by  an  exfoliation  of  the  bones, 
and  a  total  lofs  of  hearing. 

It  is  obferved,  that  no  fymptom  of  the 
venereal  difeafe  proves  more  obftinate 
than  deafnefs.    External  affedions  of  the 
ear  may  be  removed  by  a  courfe  of  mer- 
cury ;   and  fo  may  deafnefs,  occafioned 
by  an  ulceration  or  fwelling  of  the  eufta- 
chian  tube,  where  it  opens  into  the  throat ; 
but  when-  the  difeafe  has  fixed  upon  the 
membrane  or  bones  of  the  ear,  no  advan- 
tage is  to  be  expeded  from  mercury,  or 
any  other  medicine  with  which  we  are 
acquainted.    The  virus,  however,  may 
be  totally  removed  from  the  conftitutioii 
the  ufe  of  mercury,  though  the  locd 
lymptom  of  deafnefs  ftill  remain. 


L  2 


CHAP.  VI. 

OF  INFANTS,  MOTHERS,  ANB 
NURSES. 


SOME  fpeculative  writers  have  af- 
ferted  that  a  child  cannot  bring  the 
venereal  difeafe  into  the  world  with  it, 
unlefs  it  contrads  it  in  the  birth  :  I  am 
forry  to  fay,  however,  that  proofs  of  the 
contrary  are  too  numerous  to  admit  of  a 
doubt*.    A  man  muft  have  had  little 

prac- 

«  We  have  frequently  had  occafion  to  mark  the  rc- 
fcrablancc  between  the  great  and  fmaU  pox,  efpeclally 
with  refpea  to  the  mode  in  which  the  infeftion  may  be 
communicated.  But  we  have  the  moft  unequivocal 
proofs  of  pregnant  women  communicating  the  fmall  pox 
to  the  infant  in  the  womb.  Children  have  not  only  been 
born  marked  with  the  fmall  pox,  but  with  puftulcs  on  the 
flun  i— thefc  puaules  have  come  to  maturity  j  matter  has 

b«eo 
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practice,  who  has  not  feen  children  bom 
■with  fymptoms  of  the  lues  venerea,  which 
could  not  be  contracted  in  the  birth. 
Fortunately, indeed,  when  an  infant  comes 
into  the  world,  with  the  moft  unequivo- 
•cal  fymptoms  of  this  difeafe  on  its  body, 
it  can  be  cured.  The  great  fpecific  can 
be  adminiflered  to  infants  as  well  as  to 
adults ;  and,  what  is  very  remarkable, 
the  former  often  bear  it  better  than  the 
latter. 

An  infant  born  with  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe is  commonly  very  delicate.  Its  flefh 
is  foft,  and  its  joints  are  feeble.  But  the 
moft  certain  marks  of  the  difeafe  appear 
on  the  Ikin,  which  is  generally  covered 
with  blotches,  refembling  thofe  of  the 
venereal  kind  in  adults.  Sometimes,  in- 
been  taken  from  them  for  moculation,  which  has  produced 
tlie  genuine  fmall  pox  ;  and  thefe  agai'n  have  produced 
others,  8cc.  No  theory  can  fet  afide  fafts  :  They  are 
ftubborn  things  ;  and  wiU  force  their  way,  in  fpitc  of  the 
moft  ingenious  reafoning.  No  argument  can  be  brought 
agamft  a  mother's  infcaing  a  fafus  in  ulero  with  the 
lues  venerea,  that  does  not  apply  with  equal  force  againit 
ter  coramuuicating  the  fmall  pox. 

^  3  t^eed. 
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deed,  the  child  appears  as  if  it  had  been 
flayed,  or  had  the  cuticle  taken  off  with 
fcalding  water  :  In  this  cafe,  the  fingers 
find  toes  feem  as  if  the  nails  had  been 
taken  off  along  with  the  fcarf-fkin. 

Occafionally  the  difeafe  does  not  ap-- 
pear  till  fome  days  after  the  birth,  when 
the  fymptoms  are  fomewhat  different 
from  the  above  ;  although,  in  general, 
there  is  a  refemblance.  The  eruptions 
are  at  fiift  local,  but  afterwards,  if  not 
prevented  by  mercury,,  they  fpread  fo  as 
to  cover  a  great  part  of  the  body  ;  nor 
are  iiiftances.  wanting,  where  they  dif- 
charge  a  thin  ichor  oi  a  very  acrimonious 
nature. 

When  the  difeafe  does  not  appear  till 
fome  time  after  the  birth,  its  firft  fymp- 
toms are  generally  perceived  about  the 
feat  and  parts  adjacent.  Thefe  are  co- 
vered with  irregular  blotches,  of  a  red^ 
difh  caft,  rifing  fomewhat  above  the  fur- 
face  of  the  fkin,  and  covered  with  moif- 
ture  :  Though,  in  other  parts  of  the 
body,  the  eruption  has  a  cruily  appear- 
ance, 
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ance,  and  often  falls  off  in  dry  fcales. 
On  the  forehead,  eye-lids,  &c.  it  gene- 
rally affumes  the  form  of  fcabby  excre- 
fcences. 

For  curing  the  venereal  difeafe  in  in- 
fants, fome  recommend  giving  mercury 
to  the  mother  or  nurfe  :  As  the  mother 
generally  has  occafion  for  medicine  as 
well  as  the  child,  there  can  be  no  impro- 
priety in  this  pradice  ;  but  we  would 
not  advife  any  one  totrufi:  to  it  alone  for 
completing  the  cure.  The  infant  ought 
to  take  mercury  at  the  fame  time  with  the 
mother,  regard  being  had  to  the  differ- 
ence of  age  and  conftituti'on.  It  is  wor- 
thy of  remark,  however,-  that  an  infant 
will  require  more  mercury  to  affed  its 
mouth,  in  proportion  to  its  apparent 
ftrength,.  than  an  adult.  Indeed  I  'have 
always  found,  in  exhibiting  mercury  for 
the  hydrocephalus,  that  it  was  diiricult  to 
€xcite  a  falivation  by  any  quantity  that 
one  could  venture  to  give  to  a  child. 

The  fkin  of  an  infant  is  fo  tender,  that 
it  can  hardly  bear  fridion  with,  the  mer- 

^  4  curial 
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curial  ointment ;  otherwife  thi3  mode  of 
application  would  be  a  relief  to  the  flo- 
mach  and  bowels.  But  as  the  dofe  is  very 
fmall,  and  the  tafte  can  be  difguifed  by 
fugar,  there  is  no  difficulty  in  adminifter- 
ing  the  mercury  internally.  The  fourth 
part  of  a  grain  of  calomel,  or  of  calcined 
mercury,  may  be  rubbed  with  a  fmall 
quantity  of  fugar,  and  given  in  a  Httic 
pap  three  or  four  times  a  day. 

Some  give  as  much  of  the  common 
mercurial  pill,  as  contains  the  fourth  part 
of  a  grain  of  mercury,  four  times  a  day. 
Others  prefer  the  mercurius  alkaUfatus.^ 
which  they  adminifter  in  the  dofe  of  half 
a  grain.  Whichever  of  thefe  is  given,  it 
muft  be  duly  peffifted  in,  otherwife  no 
benefit  is  to  be  expected.  After  the  child 
^  kas  taken  mercury  four  or  five  weeks,  it 
may  be  difcontinued  for  five  or  fix  days, 
but  not  longer,  as  the  action  of  the  mer^ 
cury  fhould  ^ever  be  fuffered  entirely  to 
ceafe  during  the  whole  time  of  the  cure. 
How  long  that  may  be  muft  depend  on 
circumftances  j  but  the  medicine  fliould 

not 
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not  be  difcontlnued  when  the  fymptoms 
difappear,  otherwife  they  will  return.  If 
the  conftitution  will  bear  it,  the  mercury 
may  be  adminiftered,  with  occafional  in- 
termiflions,  for  two  or  three  months. 

Every  perfon  pofTeffed  of  humanity 
will  agree  with  me  in  thinking,  that,  a 
mother,  who  brings  an  infant  into  the 
world  infeaed  with  the  venereal  difeafe, 
ought  to  fuckle  it  herfelf :  It  is  a  cruel 
thing  to  communicate  this  difeafe  to  an 
innocent  nurfe,  who,  in  all  probability, 
will  give  it  to  her  hufband,  by  which 
means  the  contagion  will  be  tranfmitted 
to  a  family  who  may  never  get  free  from 
it.    Though  people  in  genteel  life  gene- 
rally get  cured  of  this  malady,  it  is  not 
the  cafe  with  the  lower  claffes  of  man- 
kind; they  can  feldom  obtain  good  ad- 
vice ;  and  when  they  do,  they  are  not  in 
a  condition  to  follow  it. 

When  the  mother  cannot  fuckle  the 
child,  which,  I  admit,  is  fometimes  the 
cafe,  it  ought  to  be  brought  up  by  the 
hmd.    Though  I  by  no  means  approve 

of 
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of  this  mode  of  nurfing,  yet  the  life  of 
an  infant  is,  in  no  cafe,  to  be  put  in  com- 
petition with  that  of  the  mother  of  a  fa- 
mily. I  fay  life;  for  the  cafes  are  by  no 
means  .uncommon,  where  the  fuckling 
an  inf£6ted  child  has  proved  fatal  to  the 
nurfe,  and  deftrudive  to  her  whole  fa- 
mily. 

It  is  common  for  genteel  families  to 
have  a  nurfe  examined  by  a  phyfician  be- 
fore they  employ  her  to  fuckle  a  child. 
There-  can  be  no  harm  in  this  ;  but  it  is 
more  necelTary  that  the  infant  fliould  be 
examined  before  the  nurfe  undertakes  the 
tender  office  of  giving  it  the  breaft.  In- 
deed, I  think,  every  nurfe,  before  fhe 
engages  to  fuckle  the  child  of  a  ftranger, 
efpecially  in  a  great  city,  ought  to  have  a 
certificate  under  the  hand  of  a  flvilful 
phyfician,  that  it  is  clean. 

Though  I  do  not  know  a  more  iniqui- 
tous ad,  than  wilfully  to  communicate 
fln  infedious  diforder  to  an  innocent 
family ;  yet  I  fufpecft,  in  fuch  a  cafe, 

that  our  law  gives  no  redrefs  j  and,  if  it 

did, 
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did,  'what  compenfatlion  can  be  made  for 
ruining  the  conftitiitions  of  a  whole  fa- 
mily ?  Nor  does  the  evil  flop  here :  I 
hav€  known  the  infection  from  one  child 
communicated  to  feveral  families.  Some 
children  have  two  or  thre^e  nurfes,  and 
give  it  to  them  all ;  while  they,  in  their 
turn,  give  it  to  others,  and  fometimes  to 
their  owh.  So  there  is  no  faying  where 
the  milbhief  may  end. 

Some  people  think  that  all  the  mifchief 
may  be  prevented  by  giving  medicine  to 
the  nurfe,  without  letting  her  know  for 
what  it  is  intended.    I  never  knew  this 
fucceed,    A  nurfe  will  never  do  juftice  to. 
medicine,  if  fhe  thinks  Ihe  ails  nothing,, 
and  does  not  know  for  what  purpofe  it  is 
given;  and,  if  flie  is  told,  it  is  ten  to 
one  if  fhe  continues  to  fuckle  the  child 
any  loriger.    Indeed,  it  is  more  than  pro- 
bable, that,  by  fretting  and  vexation, 
/he  will  lofe  her  milk,  or  turn  it  into 
a  poifon  ;  fo  that  the  poor  infant,  inftead 
of  one  enemy,  has  two  to  combat. 
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On  thefe  and  other  confiderations,  I 
would  advife,  where  there  are  figns  of 
infeftion,  and  the  mother  cannot  give 
fuck,  that  the  infant  ftiould  always  be 
brought  up  by  the  hand.  Some  recom- 
mend this  method  of  nurfmg  till  the  child 
is  cured,  and  then  to  give  it  the  breaft. 
But  to  this  plan  there  are  feveral  objec- 
tions. Few  children  will  fuck  after  they 
have  been  two  or  three  months  without 
the  breaft ;  befides,  it  is  almoft  impoffible 
to  afcertain  the  time  when  the  infant  is 
completely  cured.  Many  nurfes  have 
been  infeded  by  giving  the  breaft  to 
children,  after  the  dodor  had  announced 
them  clean. 

But  in  thefe  matters  guilt  does  not  at- 
tach to  parents  alone ;  nurfes  are  often  to 
blame :  Nor  can  parents  be  too  careful  in 
inveftigating  the  charadters  of  thofe  wo- 
men whom  they  employ  to  fuckle  their 
offspring.  An  innocent  woman  may 
communicate  the  infe£ti-on  by  not  know- 
ing fhe  is  injured ;  but  when  a  woman, 
who  has  reafon  to  fufped  that  flie  has 

re- 
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received  the  infedion,  conceals  it,  and 
undertakes  to  fiickle  a  found  child,  I 
hardly  know  any  punifliment  too  fevere 
for  her.  This,  however,  to  my  know- 
ledge, is  no  uncommon  pradice. 

Married  people,  or  people  about  to  be 
married,  cannot  be  too  cautious  in  their 
condud  refpeding  this  diforder.  What 
a  dreadful  inheritance  is  the  lues  venerea 
to  tranfmit  to  pofterity !  yet  many  men 
are  wonderfully  inattentive  to  this  mat- 
ter. I  have  often  been  applied  to  for  a 
.quick  cure,  as  the  party  was  going  to  be 
married.  In  this  I  always  refufed  to  be 
concerned ;  knowing  .  that  the  patient 
would  either  take  the  medicine  too  quick- 
ly, or  leave  it  off  too  foon;  both  of  which 
might  have  ferious  confequences.  But 
there  are  abundance  of  undertakers  for 
this  difeafe  in  London,  who  will  make 
no  fcruple  of  promifjng  a  complete  cure 
in  three  days. 

No  doubt,  an  apparent  cure  may  be 
performed  in  three  days ;  but  woe  be  to 
him  who  trufts  to  it.  It  is  an  eafy  matter 

to 
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to  dry  up  a  fore ;  but,  if  the  poifon  has 
been  taken  into  the  fyflem,  it  is  only 
fdutting  the  door  ivhiLe  the  thief  is  in  the 
hoiife.  It  would  be  difficult  to  aCcertain 
the  extent  of  the  mifcliief  done  by  pre- 
tenders to  quick  cures  :  Indeed,  when 
the  fyftem  is  infested,  the  thing  is  im- 
poffible.  Nor  is  it  eafy  to  fettle  the  pre- 
cife  time  at  which  the  poifon  has,  or  has 
not,  entered  the  fyftem. 

As  the  pox  generally  proceeds  from  a 
local  affedion,  fome  truft  for  a  cure  to 
burning  out  the  part  with  cauftic.  It 
may  fometimes  fucceed,  but  the  rifk  is 
too  great.  Should  the  poifon  have  en- 
tered the  fyftem,  this  painful  operation 
,will  be  of  no  ufe  ;  the  infection  will  fhow 
kfelf  in  one  fliape  or  another,  and  the 
cure  will  be  mpre  difficult  than  if  it  had 
been  taken  in  time.  Even  in  pregnant 
women  the  antidote  is  not  to  be  neglea:- 
ed ;  otherwife  the  mother  and  child  will 
both  be  fufferers. 

When  it  is  neceffiuy  to  give  mercury 
to  pregnant  women,  it  ought  always  to 

be 
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be  done  with  caution ;  fliould  it  run  off 
by  the  bowels,  there  will  be  danger  of  an 
abortion.  I  have  known  one  draftic 
purge  caufe  an  abortion,  and  coft  the 
woman  her  life  ;  indeed,  when  an  abor- 
tion is  occafioned  hy  violent  means  of 
any  kind,  the  mother's  life  is  in  danger. 
Mercury  ought  therefore  always  to  be 
adminiftered  to  pregnant  women  in  forin 
of  ointment.  This  m.ode  of  application 
will  effedually  cure  the  di'feafe,  without 
endangering  the  life  of  the  mother  or 
foetus. 

One  common  confequence  of  venereal 
infedion  lurking  in  the  habit,  is  abortion. 
This  fhould  make  breeding  women  very 
careful  to  avoid  the  contagion,  and  when 
they  have  the  misfortune  to  catch  it,  no 
means  ihould  be  left  unefTayed  to  get 
thoroughly  cured.  By  frequent  abor- 
tions, women  not  only  lofe  their  progeny, 
but  ruin  their  health.  A  v/oman  is  more 
hurt  by  one  abortion,  than  by  bringing 
feveral  children  to  the  full  time :  Befides, 
every  abortion  paves  the  way  to  another, 

till 
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till  at  length  the  conftitutlon  is  ruined.  I 
hardly  recollect  one  inftance  of  a  woman 
who  had  had  this  misfortune  often,  that 
was  not  broken  down  by  fome  particular 
difeafe,  or  laboured  under  a  train  of  ner- 
vous afFedtions,  which  were  more  than 
fufficient  to  render  life  completely  mi- 
ferable. 

Abortions  from  this  caufe  generally 
happen  about  the  fixth  or  feventh  month ; 
^  and  we  have  reafon  to  believe  they  arc 
more  numerous  than  is  commonly  ima- 
gined. Mr.  Bell,  of  Edinburgh,  confi- 
ders  the  lues  as  one  of  the  moft  fre- 
quent caufes  of  abortion  ;  and  adds,  that 
a  well-conduded  courfe  of  mercury  will 
feldom  fail  to  prevent  it.  The  mode  of 
adminiftering  mercury  to  pregnant  wo- 
men has  already  been  pointed  out.  The 
courfe,  however,  muft  be  continued  for 
a  confiderable  length  of  time  ;  otherwife 
the  fuccefs  will  be  doubtful.  In  this  dif- 
eafe nothing  is  done,  while  any  thing  is 
left  undone. 


CHAP.  VII. 

OF  SOME  IRREGULAR  SYMPTOMS. 


THOUGH  few  difeafes  are  better 
underftood,  or  have  had  their 
fymptoms  more  accurately  defcribed,  than 
the  lues  venerea;  yet  it  fometimes  ap- 
pears in  fuch  a  queftionable  Hiape,  that 
the  moll  experienced  praditioner  may 
miflake  it  for  fome  other  malady.  This 
indeed  feldom  happens,  unlefs  where  the 
difeafe  has  lodged  long  in  the  conftitu- 
tion,  or  has  afTumed  a  charader  different 
from  its  real  one. 

It  is  of  great  importance  to  know  when 
a  . difeafe  proceeds  from  a  latent  venereal 
taint ;  as,  in  fuch  cafe,  no  medicine  ex- 
cept mercury,  can  be  depended  on  for  a 
cure.    One  often  fees  fymptoms  where 

M  mer- 
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mercury  would  feem  to  be  highly  im- 
proper, yet  they  will  not  yield  to  any 
other  medicine.  When  the  real  caufe  of 
Aefe  fymptoms  is  not  fufpeded,  the  pa- 
tient is  fufFered  to  linger  out  a  miferablc 
txiftence  till  he  dies. 

In  duhus  fufpice  luem—\vi  doubtful 
eafes  fufped  a  pox— was  a  maxim  with 
the  great  Dr.  Boerhaave,  and  ought  to 
be.  to  with  every  praahioner  in  phy- 
fic,  efpecially  in  a  great  town.  When 
fymptoms  appear,  for  which  an  obvious 
caufe  cannot  be  affigned,  the  phyfician 
ought  to  make  the  flrraeft  inquiry  con- 
cerning the  patient's  charafter  and  man- 
ner of  life ;.  particularly,  if  at  any  time 
he  has  had  the  venereal  difeafe^  what 
were  its  fymptoms ;  and  how  were  they 
treated,  &c.  ?  If  he  has  reafon  to  fufped 
a  lurking  lues,  the  fpecific  muft  be  admi- 
niftered  in  fuch  manner  as  is  beft  fuited 
to  the  patient's  conftitution. 

When  doubtful  fymptoms  appear,  if 
will  fometimes  be  difficult  to  fay  whether 
they  proceed  from  the  remedy,  or  the 
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dlfeafe.    The  only  way  in  which  this 
,can.be  afc^rtained,  is  to  try  if  the  fymp- 
toms  will  yield  to  .  mercury.     If  they 
grow,  worfe  under  the  ufe  of  this  medi- 
.cincjit  ought  to  be  difcontinued;  but  when 
a  cough,  hedic  fever,  or  other,  dangerous 
ifymptoms,  feem,  in.any.meafure,  to  give 
way  to  mercury^  it.  ought,  certainly  to 
be  continued  till  they  difappear. 

Affedions  of  the  fkin,  which  pafs  for 
fcorbutic,  are  not  unfrequently  of  .thd 
venereal  kind;  as  the  dry  fcurfy  chaps 
on  the  feet  . and  palms  .of  .the;  hands,  the 
thickening  of  the  fkin  in  feveral  parts  of 
the  body,  &c.    All  thefe  require  the  ufe 
of  mercury,  bath  externally  and .  inter- 
nally.   The  beft  external  application  is 
the  unguentum  citrinum,.  or  yellow  oint- 
ment,, which,  muft  be  reduced,  by.  hogs- 
lard,  as  direded  in  the  Appendix.  I 
know  no  better  meciicine  for  internal  ufe, 
than  pills  made  of  .calcined  mercury. 

Sores,  which  aflume  a  cancerous  ap- 
pearance, are  fometlmes  occafioned  by 
♦he  venereal  poifon  lurking  in  the  habit ; 
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and  foine  are  of  opinion,  that  it  will  pro- 
duce the  real  cancer.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
thefe  fores  require  the  ufe  of  mercury  ; 
nor  will  fores  of  a  venereal  kind  yield  to 
any  other  medicine.  Sometimes,  indeed, 
external  applications  are  neceffary ;  nor 
can  the  fores  be  healed  without  the  ufe 
of  cauftics  and  efcharotics  of  the  moft 
adlive  kind. 

Paifis  which,  refemble  the  rheumatic, 
are  often  occafioned  by  a  venereaV  taint 
lurkhig  in  the  habit;-  and  fome  think 
thofe  fharp,  flying  pains,  which  affed 
the  jaws,  neck,  and  parts  adjacent,  arife 
from  the  fame  ,  caufe.  When  thefe  pains 
are  excruciating,  it  will  be  necelTary  to 
adminifter  opiates  along  with  mercury 
for  their  relief.  Some,  in  this  cafe,  re- 
commend Dover's  powder,  which  is  far 
from  being  an  improper  medicine.  It 
ads  both  as  an  anodyne  and  fudorific. 

It  has  been  alleged,  that  fevers  of  the 
intermittent  kind  have  fometimes  been 
induced  by  the  venereal  poifon  lurking 
"  in  the.  habit.    I  can  only  fay,  that  thefe 

have 
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have  not  occurred  in- my  practice;  nor 
do  I  think  it  follows,  that  a  fever  was 
excited  by  the  venereal  poifon  becaufe  it 
is  cured  by  mercury.  If,  however,  there 
is  ground  to  fufped  that  the  intermit- 
tent fever  proceeds  from  this  caufe,  the 
antidote  ought  certainly  to  be  admi- 
niftered. 

Whether  interm'ittents  occur  6t-  hot, 
there  is  no  doubt  that .  fever  is  ofteh  ex- 
cited by  the  vehereal  poifon,  -  Th^  fever 
which  occurs  in  the  early  periods  '  of  the 
difeafe  is  fympt-oniatJ'G,  arid  generaHy  goes 
off  with  the  .buboes,"  arid  other  fymptom?, 
that  gave  rife  to  it.  -But  the  fever  which 
comes-iori  in  t-he.  advanced  periods,  with- 
out any  apparent  caufe,  yet  owes  its  .ex- 
iftence  to  the  venereal  infedion,  is  of  an 
obftinate  nature,. and  fometimes  will  not: 
yield  to  any  medicine. 

This  fever  Is  generally  .accompanied 
with  a -quick  pulfe^  lofs  of  appetite,  decay 
of  ftrength,  wafting  ofthe.flelh,  coUiciur.-. 
tive  fweats,  and  other  fymptoms.  of  a  con-, 
famption  ;/Nor  ftore  anxiety^  reftleffnefs,; 
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and  extreme  irritability,  uncommon  fymp- 
toms.  Even  here,  where  there  is  reafon  to 
fufpedt  that  the' fever  arifes  from  the  ve- 
nereal contagion,  the  fpecific  muft  be  ad- 
ininiftered.  It  fhould,  however,  be  given 
with  the  greateft  caution,  and  difconti-- 
aued  if  the  fymptoms  grow  worfe,  or  the 
patient  is  unable  to  bear  it. 

What  is  called  the  alterative  courfe 
muft  here  be  ftridly  obferved,  beginning 
with  the  very  fmalleft  dofes,  as  half  £t 
grain,  and  enlarging  them  by  degrees. 
If  the  fever  abates  by  the  ufe  of  mer- 
ciiry,  and  the  fweats,  &c.  grow  better, 
it  oug^ht  of  courfe  to  be  continued.  It 
may  be  affifted  either  by  the  Lifbon  diet- 
_  drink,  or  the  farfaparilla  in  powder,  a  tea- 
fpoonful  of  which  may  be  taken  in  a 
little  of  the  patient's  drink  four  or  five 
times  a  day. 

The.  patient's  diet  in  this  cafe  muft  be 
light,  but  rather  of  a  nourifhing  nature. 
Some  recommend  a  milk  diet;  but,  when 
the  powers  of  digeftion  are  weak,  milk 
feldom  agrees  with  the  ftomach.  To 
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aOTes'  milk,  however,  I  have  no  objec- 
tion. This  feldom  difagrees  even  with 
the  weakeft  ftomach,  and  has  the  double 
advantage  of  ferving  both  for  food  and 
medicine.  It  may  be  taken  from  a  gill, 
evening  and  mornings  to  a  pint,  or  a  pint 
and  a  half  in  the  day. 

When  the  venereal  dlfeafe  has  fb  far 
changed  its  nature,  as  to  refift  the  powers 
of  mercury  in  every  ihape  in  which  it 
can  be  adminiftered,  I  would  advife  the 
patient  to  difcontinue  its  ufe  for  fome 
time,  to  go  into  the  country,  take  gentle 
cxercife  in  the  open  air,  and  change  his 
low  diet  for  one  that  is  generous  and  in- 
vigorating. This  may  be  affifted  by  tak- 
ing, three  or  four  times  a  day,  a  tea- 
fpoonful  of  Huxham's  tindure  of  the 
bark  in  a  glafs  of  generous  wine. 

When  the  patient  has  fufficiently  reco- 
vered his  ftrength  and  fpirits,  if  there  is 
any  reafon  to  fufped:  that  the  poifon  ftill 
lurks  in  the  conftitution,  recourfe  mufl: 
be  had  to  mercury  for  its  expulfion.  But 
as  this  is  ajvery  difficult  queftion  to  re- 

M  4  folve, 
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folve,  I  would  advife  the  patient,  in 
this,  and  every  doubtful  cafe,  to  take  the 
opinion  of  an  able  and  experienced  prac- 
titioner. 


OF  DISEASES  WHICH  RESEMBLE  THE 
LUES  VENEREA, 

It  is  of  great  importance  to  be  able 
to  diftinguifh  the  venereal  difeafe  from 
others  which  bear  a  refemblance  to  it. 
Where  due  attention  is  not  paid  to  this, 
great  errors  may  be  committed  in  prac- 
tice. The  medicines  neceflary  for  the 
cure  of  lues  venerea  will  often  do  mif- 
chief  when  adminiftered  in  cafes  which, 
though  they  may  refemble  the  venereal, 
yet  do  not  belong  to  that  clafs. 

Nor  is  the  danger  lefs,  when,  in  cafes 
truly  venereal,  the  fpecific  is  omitted.  I 
have  often  occafion  to  fee  patients,  who 
had  been  told  that  their  difeafe  was  not 
venereal,  and  had  been  negleded  or  tam- 
pered with,  tilli  their  fxtuation  was  truly 

de- 
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deplorable.  It  is  certainly  true,  that 
many  who  pretend  to  cure  this  difeafe, 
do  riot  know  all  the  forms  under  which 
it  appears  in  dilFerent  patients.  Thefe 
indeed  are  various,  and  will  fometimes 
deceive  even  the  moft  experienced  prac- 
titioner. 

A  difeafe  can  only  be  known  from  its 
fymptoms,  and  even  thefe  will  fometimes 
miflead  an  inattentive  obferver.  It  is  the 
aggregate  of  fymptoms  which  conftitutes 
the  difeafe,  and  not  any  fmgle  one.  There 
is  hardly  one  fymptom  of  the  venereal 
difeafe,  which  may  not  exift  where  the 
infedlion  had  never  been  received  :  But 
where  all  the  leading  fymptoms  are 
found,  and  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe 
concur  to  prove  it  is  venereal,  we  may 
almoft  arrive  at  a  certainty. 

There  are  certain  modifications,  how- 
ever, of  the  venereal  difeafe,  which, 
though  they  differ  in  fome  fymptoms, 
are  fo  fimilar  in  their  effeds  on  the  fyf- 
tem,  that  they  require  nearly  the  fame 
method  of  treatment.  Thefe,  in  dif- 
ferent 
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$erent  countries,  are  known  by  different 
names  J  as  the  Yaws  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
Mai  Anglois  in  Canada^  and  in  North 
Britain,  Siv.vens  or  Sibbens.  As  this  dif- 
crder  has  never  come  under  my  infpec- 
tion,  in  any  fhape,  I  fhall  here  infert 
Mr.  Bell's  account  of  it,  who  fays  he 
has  had  many  opportunities  of  feeing  it, 
and  1  believe  him  to  be  a  man  of  can- 
dour and  obfervation. 

"  He  fays  it  never  appears  in  the  form 
of  a  gonorrhoea,  and  feldom  at  firft  in 
any  form  on  the  genitals,  owing  to  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  moft  frequently 
communicated.  The  infedion  being  for 
the  moft  part  received  by  eating  or  drink- 
ing out  of  the  fame  utenfils  with-thofe 
labouring  under  the  difeafe,  it  often  ap- 
pears at  firft  in  the  throat,  or  fome  part 
of  the  mouth.  In  the  mouth  the  fores 
have  the  ufual  appearances  of  venereal 
ulcers.  This  is  likewife  the  cafe  in  the 
throat  when  the  difeafe  has  been  of  fome 
duration ;  but  at  firft,  and  often  for  the 
fpaceoffeveral  weeks,  although  the  patient 

com- 
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complains  of  a  good  deal  of  uneafinefs 
in  fwallowing,  and  a  conftant  hoarfenefs, 
there  is  nothing  perceived  upon  infpec- 
tion  but  a  degree  of  tendernefs,  accom- 
panied with  an  eryfipelatous  redhefs  of  the 
amygdalae,  uvula,  and  velum  pendulum 
palati.  If  not  prevented,  however,  by 
the  ufe  of  mercury,  ulcers  at  laft  form 
upon  thefe  parts,  and  commonly  fpread 
more  quickly  than  venereal  ulcers  ufually 
do  in  other  parts  of  the  body  j  infomuch, 
that  the  uvula  and  amygdalse  will-  fome- 
times  be  entirely  deftroyed  in  the  courfc 
of  a  few  days,  and  a  degree  of  hoarfe- 
nefs  and  lofs  of  voice  produced,  from 
which  the  patient  never  afterwards  re- 
covers. 

"  It  is  particularly  apt  to  affedi  the  In- 
ternal parts  of  the  nofe ;  and  when  the 
fores  penetrate  to  the  ofla  fpongiofa,  thefc 
foon  become  carious,  and  come  away  in 
fmall  pieces  along  with  the  matter,  which 
is  always  exceedingly  foetid.  When  not 
prevented  by  mercury,  the  ulcers  fpread 
to  the  hard  bones  of  the  nofe,  and  from 

thefe 
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lliefe  to  the  bones  of  the  cheeks.  In  this 
manner  the  whole  face  becomes  ulcer- 
ated ;  for  when  thefe  bones  are  afFeded, 
the  contiguous  foft  parts  likewife  become 
foon  difeafed.  It  is  not  uncommon  for 
thefe  ulcers  to  attack  the  eyelids. 

■  When  the  infedion  is  not  received 
by  the  mouth,  the  difeafe  appears  in  a 
variety  of  forms  in  diiferent  parts  of  the 
furface  of  the  body.  When  the  virus  has 
entered  the  fyftem,  the  parts  upon  which 
it  firft  commonly  breaks  out  are  the  ge- 
nitals, the  parts  contiguous  to  the  anus, 
the  anterior  parts  of  the  thighs  and  legs, 
the  under  part  of  the  abdomen,  the 
breaft,  arms,  fingers  and  toes,  and  hairy 
fcalp.  It  does  not  fo  readily  fix  upon  the 
fieihy  parts  of  the  legs  or  thighs,  br'bn 
the  back. '  In  fome,  the  parts  become  co- 
vered with  an  infinite  number  of  Imall 
puftules;  and,  as  they  are  itchy,  the  dif- 
eafe is  at  firft  often  miftaken  for  the  tteitj 
This  happens  the  more  readily,  from  its 
prevailing  almoft  entirely  among  the  com- 
mon people  J  who,  from  want  of  clean- 

linefs. 
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linefs,  frequently  labour  under  itch  ;  and 
fo  much  is  fibbens  confined  to  this  fet  of 
people,  that,  excepting  children,  who  are 
more  particularly  expofed  to  receive  in- 
fedlion  from,  fervants,  thofe  in  the  higher 
ranks  of  life  are  fcarcely  ever  attacked 
with  it;  at  leaft,  few  inftances  of  their 
being  fo  have  fallen  within  my  obferva- 
tion. 

"  This  eruption,  however,  foon  af- 
fumes  appearances,  which  fufficiently 
diftinguifh  it  from  itch  ;  the  fkin,  upon 
which  it  is  feated,  becomes  thickened, 
and  fomewhat  elivated,  and  acquires  the 
charaderiftic  mark  of  venereal  blotches, 
a  peculiar  copper-coloured  appearance. 

"  The  late  Dr.  Gilchrift,  of  Dumfries, 
in  a  paper  upon  this  fubjed  in  the  Phy- 
fical  and  Literary  ElTays  of  Edinburgh, 
remarks,  '  that  thefe  fcabby  eruptions  are 

*  often  met  with  on  the  fcalp,  forehead, 

*  infide  of  the  thighs,  groins,  and  parts 

*  contiguous.  Inflammation  and  excref- 
'  cences  about  the  fundament  are  fre- 

*  quetit;  and  it  fometiraes  appears  in  the 

*  form 
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*  form  of  a  herpes  exedens,  healing  m 

*  one  part,  and  breaking  out  in  another.' 
**  Some  have  fmall  tubercles,  or  hard 

elivated  knots,  upon  the  face,  arms,  and 
breaft,  fomewhat  refembling  fmall  pox  at 
the  height,  but  of  a  red  or  copper  colour, 
and  accompanied  with  a  painful  degree 
of  heat.  If  mercury  is  given  early^  thefe 
tumours  gradually  fubfide,  otherwife  they 

'  become  large,  and  difcharge  a  foetid, 
vifcid  matter,  which  forms  into  crufts  or 
flakes,  and,  on  their  falling  off,  the  parts 

^  "beneath  are  red,  tender,  and  in  fome 
cafes  in  a  ftate  of  ulceration. 

"  Inftead  of  this  more  numerous  erup- 
tion, fome  are  attacked  with  fmall  in:- 
fiammatory  boils,  which  do  not  readily 
fuppurate,  but  remain  for  a  confiderable 
time  hard,  and  of  a  copper-colotir,'  and 
at  laft  difcharge  a  thin,  bloody  ichor. 
Thefe  at  firft  refemble  the  common  an* 
thrax,  or  carbuncle,  but  foon  after  burft- 
ins:,  they  aflume  all  the  appearances  of 
the  true  venereal  ulcer. 
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"  But  the  nioft  chara£teriflic  fymptom 
of  this  variety  of  fyphilis,  is  a  foft  fpongy 
excrefcence,  in  fize  and  colour  refembhng 
a  common  rafp,  which  is  apt  to  appear- 
on  all  fuch  parts  as  either  become  ulcer- 
•ated,  or  that  are  attacked  with  any  kind 
of  eruption  ;  fivvin  or  fibben  being  m 
many  parts  of  the  Highlands  the  name 
of  a  wild  rafp ;  and  this  being  a  very 
frequent  fymptom  of  the  difeafe,  is  the 
caufe  of  its  being  diftinguifhcd  by  thi& 
appellation.  In  fome  inftances  this  fpongy 
fubftance  rifes  to  a  confiderable  height ; 
nor  can  it  be  kept  down  by  any  of  the 
common  efcharotics  ;  for,  although  en- 
tirely removed,  if  the  virus  of  the  dif- 
eafe be  not  eradicated  by  the  ufe  of  a  full 
courfe  of  mercury,  it  foon  returns  to  a 
greater  extent  than  before  j  but  as  mer- 
cury is  commonly  given  as  foon  as  this 
fymptom  becomes  evidently  marked,  the 
excrefcence  is  feldom  fo  much  clivated  as 
it  otherwife  would  be. 

"  Thefe  fungous  producSlions  are  oc- 
cafionally  met  with  in  every  part  of  the 

3  body ; 
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body ;  but  they  are  particularly  apt  to 
form  on  fuch  parts  as  have  become  ten- 
der, whether  from  previous  eruption,  or 
from  the  ■  cuticle  having  feparated  and 
come  off  from  the  fkin  beneath  ;  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  fometimes  takes  place 
m  this  difeafe,  and  when  to  any  confi- 
derable  extent,  always  with  much  incon- 
venience and  diftrefs. 

"  In  the  treatife  which  I  have  men- 
^tioned,  Dr.  Gilchrift  obferves,  that  this 
difeafe  does  not  attack  the  kirge  and  folid 
bones,  and  very  rarely  any  of  the  others. 
I  have,  how^ever,  feen  feveral  inftances 
of  the  contrary,  in  which  both  the  bones 
of  the  legs  and  arms  have  been  affected ; 
and  it  is  by  no  means  uncommon  to  find 
this  difeafe  fix  upon  the  bones  of  the 
head.  I  have  feen  it  indeed  in  every 
part  of  the  body,  and  in  every  form 
under  which  lues  venerea  ufually  ap- 
pears, except  in  chancres  on  the  genitals. 
I  have  feen  it  produce  fores  refembling 
chancres  on  the  lips,  and  on  the  nipples 
of  nurfes  ;  and  where  an  infection  has 

been 
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been  of  long  duration^  I  have  known  uU 
cers  form  upon  the  penis ;  but  I  have 
not  known  an  inftance  of  its  producing 
chancres  either  in  men  or  v/omen  from 
coition;  owing,  I  imagine,  to  all  who 
are  attacked  with  ulcers  upon  thefe  parts 
from  this  daufe,  avoiding  venereal  inter- 
courfes,  which  they  very  univerfally  do, 
till  a  cure  is  obtained  by  a  courfe  of  mer- 
cury. But  although  fibbens  is  not  ufually 
met  with  in  the  form  of  chancres  upon 
the  penis;  this,  as  well  as  other  parts 
^  of  the  genitals,  are  particularly  apt  to  be 
-  attacked  with  fuch  ulcers  as  appear  from 
the  virus  having  entered  the  conflitution. 
In  different  inftances  I  have  known  the 
whole  penis  and  fcrotum  deftroyed  with 
It ;  but  this  has  commonly  happened 
from  the  patient  having  negleded  too 
long  to  call  for  medical  affiftance,  or 
from  mercury  being  given  in  too  fmall 
quantities. 

"  Thefe  ulcers,  like  the  ufual  form  of 
venereal  ulcers  proceeding  from  the  con- 

N  ftitu- 
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ftitutional  form  of  the  difeafe,  do  not  . 
commonly  produce  buboes.    This,  how- 
ever, is  not  univerful ;  for  buboes  fome- 
times  take  place  in  fibbens,  not  only  from 
the  primary  ^i^cers  of  the  difeafe,  as  I 
have  in  more  than  one  inftance  per- 
ceived in  the  arm-pit,  from  fores  pro- 
duced upon  the  nipple  in  nurfing  an 
infeded  child,  but  alfo  from^thofe  which 
appear  upon  the  penis  and  other  parts  of 
the  genitals,  from  the  virus  having  en- 
tered the  fyftem ;  and  the  appearance  of 
buboes  produced  by  fibbens,  whether  in 
their  fwelled  or  ulcerated  ftates,  is  in 
every  refpe£t'  the  fame  with  that  of  the 
ordinary  form  of  venereal  bubo. 

"  Syphilis,  in  whatever  way  the  in- 
fedion  is  communicated,  is  readily  tranf- 
mitted,  as  I  have  already  had  occafion  to 
fee,  from  parents  to  the  foetus  in  utero, 
and  this  is  particularly  apt  to  happen  in 
fibbens.  Sibbens,  therefore,  proves  a 
frequent  caufe  of  abortions,  although  in 
ferae  inftances  children  are  born  with  it 
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at  the  full  time,  and  in  a  few  it  breaks 
out  in  the  courfe  of  the  firft  month  after 
delivery. 

"  In  the  treatment  of  fibbens,  as  of 
every  variety  of  lues  venerea,  mercury 
is  the  only  remedy  upon  which  we  can 
place  dependance.  Sarfaparilla,  guaiacum, 
and  mezereon,  have  occafionally  proved 
iifeful;  but  we  truft  to  mercury  alone  for 
a  radical  cure.  The  obfervations  we  have 
already  had  occafion  to  offer  on  the  em- 
ployment of  mercury,  apply  with  equal 
propriety  to  the  treatment  of  every 
fymptom  of  fibbens.  It  is  therefore  un- 
neceffary  to  confider  the  fubjedt  farther 
at  prefent ;  but,  while  we  refer  for  this 
purpofe  to  different  parts  of  the  preced- 
ing pages,  I  think  it  right  to  obfervc, 
that  a  greater  quantity  of  mercury  is  in. 
mofl  inftances  required  for  the  cure  of 
fibbens,  than  we  ufually  find  to  be  ne- 
cefTary  in  the  ordinary  form  of  the  dif- 
eafe.  Relief  is  obtained  with  perhaps 
equal  eafe,  and  a  flop  may  be  put  to  the 
farther  progrcfs  of  the  difeafe,  by  the 

N  2  flime 
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fame  quantity  that  we  employ  for  the 
common  fymptoms  of  pox  ;  but  it  is  more 
apt  to  return  if  the  medicine  be  not 
given  in  larger  quantities,  and  conti- 
nued for  a  confiderable  time  after  every 
appearance  of  infection  is  removed.  When 
the  difeafe  has  been  of  long  duration, 
mercury  ought  to  be  continued  for  feven 
or  eight  weeks  after  every  fymptom  has 
difappeared. 

"  A  practitioner  of  experience  and  ob- 
fervation,  and  who  had  many  opportu- 
nities of  feeing  every  fymptom  of  fib- 
bens,  informed  me,  that  mercurius  fub- 
limatus  corrofivus  frequently  proves  fuc- 
cefsful  in  the  cure  of  the  more  inveterate 
fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  when  the  milder 
preparations  of  mercury  fail.  He  gave 
it  in  the  form  of  drops  :  Sixteen  grains 
were  diffolved  in  an  ounce  of  water,  with 
the  addition  of  eight  grains  of  crude  fal 
ammoniac;  and  of  this  ten  drops  were 
^iven  three  or  four  times  a-day. 

"  When  ulcers  in  the  throat  and  other 
parts  do  not  readily  yield  to  the  ufe  of 

mer- 
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mercury,  we  have  recourfe  to  cauftic  and 
efcharotics,  and  they  prove,  equally  ufeful 
here,  as  in  every  variety  of  fore  proceed- 
ing from  lues  venerea.  In  various  in- 
ftances  they  have  been  rendered  clean, 
and  brought  into  a  healing  condition,  by 
fumigating  with  cinnabar,  when  they 
had  previoufly  refilled  every  other  re- 
medy. 

The  public,  however,  are  equally  in- 
terefted  in  the  prevention  of  this  difeafe 
as  in  the  cure  of  it ;  particularly  in  thofe 
diftrids  where  it  has  long  prevailed ; 
and  with  proper  attention  there  is  much 
reafon  to  fuppofe  that  it  might  foon  be 
eradicated.  In  fome  parts  of  Scotland 
this  has  already  indeed  been  accomplifh- 
ed  ;  and  the  means  by  which  it  has  been 
done  are  fimple,  and  eafily  pra£tifed. 
They  confift  entirely  in  a  due  attention 
to  cleanlinefs,  and  in  preventing  nurfes 
and  other  fervants  from  being  employed, 
where  there  is  the  leaft  reafon  to  imagine 
that  they  are  infe£ted.  In  the  choice  of 
a  nurfe,  this  is  a  point  of  the  utmoft  im- 

K  3  -  port- 
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portance  ;  for  ifi  fibbens,  as  in  every  form 
of  fyphilis,  I  have  had  many  proofs  of 
the  diieafe  being  communicated  by  the 
milk '  alone ;  and  as  this  is  almoft  the 
only  "way  by  wliich  it  has  found  accefs  to 
families  of  rank,  they  are  particularly  in- 
terefted  in  preventing  it. 

.  "  The  chief  diiiiculty  which  occurs 
to  the  prevention  of  this  difeafe,  pro- 
ceeds from  thofe  who  ought  mofh  anxi- 
oufly  to  wifh  for  it.    The  infedled  are  fo 
much  afraid  of  a  difcovery  being  to  in- 
jure their  reputation,  that  they  do  all  in 
their  power  to  conceal  it ;  by  which  they 
are  often  prevented  from  taking  mercury 
in  that  complete  manner  by  which  alone 
a  cure  can  be  accomplifhed.    I  know, 
however,  that  this  anxiety  for  conceal- 
ment may  be  removed  ;  and,  with  pro- 
per attention,   that  thofe  poor  people, 
who  otherwife  would  fall  vid:ims  to  tliTS 
baneful  elFeds  of  the  difeafe,  may  be 
eafily  induced  to  apply  for  medical  af- 
fiftance.    The  clergy  have  this  fo  much 
lU  their  power,  that  through  their  inter- 
ference; 
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fcrehcc  the  fibbens  might  foon  be  eradi- 
cated. Ifi  one  pari(h  this  was  aduallydone. 
The  difeafe  had  fpread  to  fuch  an  alarm- 
ing height,  that  above  three-fourths  of  the 
inhabitants  were  infeded,  and  many  of 
the  more  delicate,  particularly  young 
children  and  females,  died  under  it.  This 
had  gone  6n  for  many  years,  when,  by 
the  exertions  of  the  clergyman  of  the 
pari/h,  it  was  entirely  removed  in  the 
courfe  of  a-  fhort  time.  He  went  per- 
fonally  to  every  individual  of  his  parifh, 
and  convinced  them  of  the  propriety  of 
applying  for  medical  affiftance  immedi- 
ately on  the  difeafe  breaking  out,  which 
•they  agreed  to  the  more  readily,  from 
their  being  fenfible  that  all  of  them  had 
got  the  difeafe  in  thfe  moft  innocent  man- 
ner. In  this  way  it  was  foon  carried  off, 
and  by  due  attention  to  cleanlinefs,  and 
avoiding  all  kind  of  intercourfe  with 
thofe  whom  they  fufpedled  to  labour  un- 
der it,  the  difeafe  has  now  for  a  con- 
fiderablc  time  been  entirely  fubdued. 
This  has  in  fome  degree,  indeed,  been 

N  4         ^  the 
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the  cafe  in  every  diftridl:  of  Scotland 
where  fibbens  ever  prevailed.  In  fome 
fituations  it  has  been  nearly  eradicated, 
and  in  none  is  it  now  fo  frequent  as  it 
was  fome  years  ago.  There  is  much 
caufe  therefore  to  hope,  that  by  the  fu- 
perior  attention  to  cleanlinefs,  which  of 
late  years  has  prevailed  among  our  com- 
mon people,  it  will  foon  become  every- 
where unknown. 

"  If  the  difeafe,  as  it  prevails  in  Ca- 
nada, is  the  fame  with  the  fibbens  in 
Scotland  j  and  from  all  that  I  have  heard 
of  it,  there  is  no  caufe  to  doubt  of  its 
being  fo ;  the  fame  method  of  cure  will 
prove  eifedual,  and  the  fame  means  of 
prevention  muft  be  obferved." 

I  have  inferted  this  article  at  full 
length,  becaufe  it  throws  confiderable 
light  on  the  nature  of  the  venereal  poi- 
fon,  and  the  means  of  preventing  its 
progrefs.  Another  reafon  is,  that  the 
fibbens  prevails  chiefly  among  a  clafs  of 
people,  who,  from  their  circumftances , 
and  fuviation,  are  either  deprived  of  all 

3  1'^' 
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regular  medical  advice,  or  are  obliged  to 
put  up  with  that  of  the  very  ^vorft 
kind. 

^  Mr.  Bell  feems  to  think,  that  this  fpe- 
cies  of  the  venereal  difeafe  might  be  era- 
dicated by  due  attention  to  cleanlinefs.  1 
am  entirely  of  his  opinion  ;  but  do  not 
fee  why  the  advantages  of  fuperipr  clean- 
linefs fhould  be  confined  to  one  fpecies 
of  the  venei-eal  difeafe.    I  have  already 
recommended  it  as  the  beft  preventive  in 
every  fliape^^under  which  that  diforder 
appears,  and  think  a  due  regard  to  it 
would  go  a  great  length  towards  extir- 
pating the  contagion  altogether. 

The  fame  author  obferves,-  that  the 
clergy  might  be  of  great  ufe  in  eradicat- 
mg  this  malady,  in  which  I  likewife  cor- 
dially agree  with  him  j  but  do  not  fee 
why  their  ufefulnefs  fhould  be  confined 
to  the  extirpation  of  one  diforder.  It 
confifts  with  my  knowledge,  that  the 
Itch,  and  other  difeafes  arifing  from  ne- 
glea  of  cleanlinefs,  may  be  extirpated  in 
any  panlh  by  the  exertions  of  the  cler- 
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gyman.  Of  this  I  |i|^ve  feen  inftances, 
and  therefore  know  it  to  be  pradi- 
cabl?. 

But  there  is  another  difeafe  which 
proves  rri^re  fatal  to  mankind  than  the 
lues  venerea,  that  it  is  in  the  power  of 
the  clergy  ahnoft  wholly  to  difarm  of  its 
fting— r  mean  the  fnaall-pox.  The  clergy 
alone  have  .it  in  their  powlr  to  render 
inoculation  uniTverfal,  which  would  fave 
the  lives  of  many  thoufands  of  innocent 
babcR,  who  annually  perifli^n  this  coun- 
try by  the  ravages  of  that  baneful  ma- 
lady.   Sonxe  of  #e  clergy,  to  their  im- 
mortal honour,  have  effeded  this  in  their 
own  parifhes ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
many  others  will  follow  fo  noble  an  ex- 
ample,    though  I  think  clergyman 
cannot  be  better  employed  than  in  pre- 
ferving       health  and  lives  of  thofe  un- 
der his  care  ;  yet  I  do  not  mean  to  over, 
load  him  fo  much  as  to  recommend  the 
drudgery  of  attending  the  fick :  This 
might  be  both  difagreeable  and  danger- 
ous :  But  the  paftor  of  a  pariHi  has,  ge- 
nerally 
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nerally  fpeaking,  great  influence  over  his 
flock,  and  may  almoft  induce  thein  to 
do.  v^hat  he  pleafes,  merely  by  giving 
them  good  and  wholefome  advice. 

It  is  obferved,  that  the  fibbens  prevails 
chiefly  among  the  lower  clafs  of  people ; 
but  thefe  people  can  feldom  afFord  to 
have  any  good  advice;  for  this*  reafon 
the  clergyman,  who  is  always  a  man  of 
reading  and  knowledge,  ought  to  ^ive 
them  fuch  inftrudions  as  will  enable 
them  to  be  their  own  phyficians.  The 
mofl:  ignorant  peasant  cf  that  country 
where  the  fibbens  prev^^ils,  knows  how 
to  cure  the  itch ;  but  I  will  venture  to 
fay,  that  the  one  is  as  eafily  cured  as  the 
other.  People  are  alarmed  at  the  name 
of  mercury, .  and  think  it  requires  to  be 
adminifl:ered  with  the  greatefl:  fkill  and 
attention.  No  doubt,  mifchief  is  done 
by  adminiftering  mercury  at  random; 
but  with  common  care  and  prudence, 
this  will  not  be  the  cafe. 

People:  of  more  zeal  'than  knowledge 
&re  apt  to  think  that  thofe  who  fufler  by 

the 
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the  venereal  difeafe  deferve  no  comml- 
feration,  and  ought  not  to  be  pitied  nor 
relieved.  Though  this  is  an  illiberal 
idea,  yet  it  may  have  fome  foundation 
where  guilt  is  connected  with  punifh- 
ment.  But  this  can  never  apply  to  pa- 
tients afflidted  with  fibbens.  Their  com- 
plaints do  not  proceed  from  any  illicit 
commerce,  but  are  generally  the  effed 
of  that  intercourfe  in  families,  which 
muft  fubfift  among  children,  fervants, 
and  nurfes,  and  which  renders  the  choice 
of  both  the  latter  an  objed  of  confider- 
able  importance. 

Some  doubt  if  the  fibbens  is  the  fame 
difeafe  as  the  dues  venerea,  as  they  do 
not,  in  all  their  fymptoms,  exadly  agree; 
be  this  as  it  may,  their  efFeds  on  the  . 
fyftem  are  fo  fimilar,  that  we  may  ven- 
tur.e  to  recommend  the  fame  mode  of 
treatment,  and  have  reafon  to  believe  it 
.  will  feldora  fail  to  accomplifh  a  cure. 
The  different  forms  that  this  difeafe 
affumes,  give  reafon  to  fufpeft  that  the 
poifoa  has  exifted  much  longer  among 

man- 
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mankind  than  Is  generally  Imagined.  At 
its  firft  appearance  in  Europe,  it  bore  a 
greater  refemblance  to  the  fibbcns  than 
to  the  lues  as  it  now  fliows  Itfelf.    If  wc 
can  believe  the  firft  v^riters  on  the  fub- 
jea,  this  was  the  cafe.   If  it  has  changed 
once,  It  may  change  again ;  and,  as  the 
inhabitants  of  Europe  live  in  a  much 
more  elegant  manner,  and  are  more  at- 
tentive to  cleanlinefs,  than  at  the  time 
this  dlforder  firft  appeared,  we  have  rea- 
son to  hope  that  it  will  become  milder. 
The  change  of  living  has  almoft  banifhed 
the  leprofy ;  and  why  may  it  not  have 
the  fame  effed  on  the  lues  ?  Thefe  two 
difeafes  do  not  differ  fo  effentially  from 
one  another  as  fome  may  imagine.  The 
ufe  of  mercury  in  curing  the  leprofy, 
led  to  its  application  in  the  lues  venerea. 


CHAP.  VIIL 

SOME  SINGULAR  EFFECTS  OF  MER- 
CURY ON  THE  MOUTH,BOWELS,&c. 


THE  effeds  of  mercury  vary  fo  much 
in  different  patients,  arifmg  either 
from  a  peculiarity  of  conftitution,  or 
fome  morbid  affedion  of  the  fyftem, 
that,  previous  to  the  adminiftration  of 
this  medicine,  particular  inquiry  ought 
always  to  be  made  concerning  the  pa- 
tient's habit  of  body,  manner  of  life,  &c. ; 
otherwife  fome  very  unpleafant^rcum- 
ftances  may  occur  in  the  progrefs  of  the 
cure. 

A  quantity  of  mercury  that  will  not 
have  the  leaft  effe^:  on  one  patient,  will 
throw  another  into  a  violent  falivation, 
and  even  endanger  his  life.  There  is  no 
rule  by  which  we  can  judge,  before-hand. 
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of  the  effeds  that  mercury  will  produce 
on  any  individual.  The  fafeft  method, 
therefore,  as  has  already  been  obfexved] 
is  to  begin  with  frnall  dofes,  and  to  in- 
creafe  them  gradually  circumftances 
may.  fuggeft.  A  phyfician,  in  many 
cafes,  muft  feel  his  way;  and  this  is  not 
more  neceffary  on  any  occafion  than  in 
the-  exhibition  of  mercury. 

It  has  been  obferved,  that  thofe  who 
have  their  mouths  fooneft  afFeded  with 
the  mercury  are  eafieft  cured.    This  is 
certainly  true  ;  but  it  is  alfo  true  that  fome  ' 
wdl  receive  a  complete  cure,  where  little 
or  no  falivation  is  excited.    To  effedt  this 
purpofe,  however,  the  fyftem  muft  be 
1  ully  impregnated  with  the  mercury  •  and 
Its  ufe.  fhould  be  continued  for  fome  ^ 
weeks  after  all  the  fymptoms  difappear. 
This  ought  to  be  an  invariable  rule  * 

Though 

•  An  attention  to  .hi.  ™lc  cannot  be  ;„culc.ted  too 
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Though  the  lues  venerea  proves  moft 
obftinate  in  perfons  of  a  fcrofulous  habit ; 
yet  the  adminiftration  of  mercury  is  more 
difficult  where  the  patient  is  affeded  with 
a  deep  fcurvy.  I  have  met  with  feveral 
"cafes  where  it  was  almoft  impoflible  to 
cure  the  difeafe  without  endangering  the 

cure  of  a  common  chancre,  wtio  advlfed  him  to  wafh  it 
frequently  with  Goulard's  Extraa,  and  rub  in  the  mer- 
curial ointment.    In  three  weeks  the  fymptoms  difap- 
feared,  and  he  was  confidered  as  cured.    He  had  occa- 
fion  to  go  a  pretty  long  journey  into  the  country  ;  but 
before  he  reached  the  end  of  It,  he  was  feized  with  a  fors 
throat,  and  blotches  appeared  in  feveral  parts  of  his  body. 
A  praaitioner  of  phyfic*  in  the  town  to  which  he  went, 
advifed  him  to  go  through  a  courfe  of  mercury.  To 
this  he  agreed,  and,  during  its  ufe,  the  fymptoms  again 
difappcared.  But,  on  his  return  to  London,  the  blotches 
appeared  again,  and  he  complained  of  his  throat  beifig 
fore.    Though,  firft  and  laft,  he  has  taken  medicine  for 
about  feven  weeks,  yet  it  is  evident  he  is  not  cured, 
and  I  have  advifed  him  to  go  through  A  frefh  courfe  of 
mercury,  accompanied  with  the  decoftion  of  farfapariUa. 
This  gentleman  is  convinced  if  he  had  gone  to  fea  after 
he  was  difmiffed  by  his  firft  attendant  as  cured,  that  he 
would  have  loft  his  life ;  and  I  am  convinced  if  he  had 
married,  which  was  likely  to  have  happened,  that  he 
would  have  injured  his  wife,  and  had  a  rotten  progeny, 
if  any.— Such  are  the  blefiings  of  hafiy  cures ! 

patient's 
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patient's  life  by  an  exceffive  falivation. 
I  would  therefore  advife  thofe  who  have 
been  long  at  fea,  and  on  their  return 
have  had  the  misfortune  to  contrad  this 
malady,  to  be  extremely  cautious  how 
they  ufe  mercury  ;  otherwife  they  may 
have  caufe  to  repent  of  their  raflmefs. 

I  faw  a  remarkable  inftance  of  this 
fome  years  ago,  in  a  young  man  who 
belonged  to  the  fleet,  but  was  at  that  time 
on  his  way  to  his  friends  in  the  country, 
having  been  difmiffed  from  an  hofpital  as 
incurable.    When  I  faw  him  he  was  al- 
moft  in  the  agonies  of  death.  His 
countenance  was  pale  as  afhes,  his  pulfe 
feeble,  and  his  voice  faultering.  But 
the  moft  remarkable  fymptom  was  a  con- 
tinual dripping  of  blood  from  every  out- 
let of  the  body.    Though  I  fay  blood,  it 
hardly  deferved  that  name,  for  it  was  fo 
thin  as  juft  to  be  perceivable  upon  a  white 
cloth.    I  did  not  learn  how  long  this  dif- 
charge  had  continued  ;  but  it  had  reduced 
him  from  a  remarkably  fine  young  man, 
by  all  accounts,  to  a  mere  fkeleton.  I  tried 

o  to 
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to  throw  in  aftringents  and  cordials,  but 
in  vain.  The  powers  of  life  were  too  far 
exhaufted  for  medicine  to  take  any  efFedt. 

All  I  could  learn  of  this  young  mart 
was,  that  he  had  been  long  at  fea ;  that  on 
his  return  to  England  he  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  be  injured,  and  had  been  fent  td 
kn  hofpital.  I  neither  know  how  he  was 
treated,  nor  how  long  he  had  been  ill ; 
but  from  feVefal  cafes  w^hich  have  fmce 
fallen  under  my  obfervation,  I  am  con- 
vinced that  he  owed  his  premature  death 
to  the  improper  ufe  of  mercury.  Of  this 
the  following  cafe  will  leave  little  room 
to  doubt. 

A  young  failor,  who  had  made  font 
Voyages,  in  fucceffion,  to  the  Eaft  Indies, 
and  who  was  too  complete  a  tar  to  pay 
any  Jittentioii  to  his  health,  was,  foon 
after  his  arrival  from  the  fourth  voyage, 
'  -fo  unlucky  as  to  get  injured.  He  con- 
cealed his.  fituation  from  his  uncle,  who 
\vas  his  guardian,  till  he  was  completely 
poxed.  I  was  then  confulted,  and  found 
it  neCeflfary  to  put  him  immediately  un- 

deir 
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der  a  courfe  of  mercury  ;  but,  not  being 
aware  of  the  ftate  of  his  body,  I  had  well 
nigh  loft  m-y  patient.  Before  he  had  taken 
half  the  quantity  of  mercury  neceflary  to 
cure  his  diforder,  he  was  feized  with  fuch 
a  violent  difcharge  of  faliva^  mixed  with 
blood,  as  required  all  my  fkill  and  exer- 
tions to  check.  It  run  in  a  continued 
flream  from  his  mouth,  fo  as  to  fill  feve- 
ral  wafh-hand  bafms  in  the  courfe  of  a 
day. 

By  the  application  of  opiates  and  af- 
tringent  medicines  this  difcharge  was  got 
the  better  of,  but  not  before  the  patient's 
life  was  in  imminent  danger ;  and  I  am 
convinced,  if  it  had  happened  at  fea,  or 
in  any  fituation  where  he  could  not" have 
had  proper  nurfmg,  and  every  kind  of 
medical  affiftance,  he  muft  have  loft  his 
life.  He  was  indeed  an  irregular  patient, 
and  could  not  be  induced  to  keep  himfelf 
warm,  even  when  the  falivation  was  at 
the  higheft  ;  but  I  imputed  the  cxeefTive 
difcharge  chiefly  to  the  efFed  of  mercury 

9  2  on 
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on  a  habit  deeply  tainted  with  the  fea 
fcurvy. 

When,  from  the  patient's  manner  of 
life,  or  other  circumftances,  there  is  rea- 
fon  to  fufped  a  lurking  fcurvy,  every  me- 
thod fhould  be  taken  to  remove  it,  previ-  , 
oufly  to  his  entering  on  a  courfc  of  mer- 
cury. This  may  be  effeded  by  a  vege- 
table diet,  and  the  ufe  of  antifcorbutic 
medicines  duly  perfifted  in.  It  will,  how- 
ever, be  necelfary  in  fuch  cafes  to  ad- 
minifter  thofe  preparations  of  mercury 
which  are  leaft  apt  to  affed  the  mouth, 
and  to  give  them  in  very  fmall  dofes. 

Some  with  this  view  recommend  the 
Plummer's  Pill,  which,  being  a  combina- 
tion of  mercury  and  fulphur,  is  rendered 
very  mild  in  its  operation.  But  I  prefer 
the  corrofive  fublimate  in  fmall  quantities, 
which,  while  it  is  lefs  apt  to  run  off  by  the 
falivary  glands  than  the  others,  is  one  of 
the  moft  adive  preparations  of  mercury, 
and  feldom  fails  to  remove  the  lues  when 

nroperly  adminiftered. 

^   ^  When 
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When  mercury  runs  too  much  to  the 
mouth,  it  is  common  to  have  recourfe  to 
purgatives  ;  but  thele  will  feldom  be 
found  to  anfwer  the  expedlations  of  the 
praditioner.  They  v^reaken  the  patient, 
already  too  much  exhaufted,  and  feldom 
put  a  ftop  to  the  difcharge.  I  would 
therefore,  in  preference  to  thefe,  recom- 
mend opiates,  and  aftringent  medicines,  to 
be  applied  to  the  parts  affeded  in  form  of 
wafhes,  gargles,  &c. 

Though  opium  may  be  employed  as  a 
gargle,  it  will  be  of  more  fervice  taken 
inwardly.  A  fufBcient  dofe  of  this  footh- 
ing  cordial  feldom  fails  to  take  off  the 
irritation  and  pain,  fo  diftreffmg  in  a  pro- 
fufe  falivation,  and  to  procure  reft,  fo 
much  wifhed  for  by  the  patient.  A  pill, 
containing  from  half  a  grain  to  a  grain  of 
opium,  may  be  given  evening  and  morn- 
ing, or  oftener,  if  the  pain  and  reftlelfnefs 
make  it  neceffary. 

Waflies  may  be  made  of  an  infufion  of 
red  rofe  leaves,  tormentil  root,  willow 
bark,  Peruvian  bark,  oak  bark,  galls,  or 

o  3  any 
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any  other  aftringent  vegetable.  But 
what  I  generally  employ  is  powdered 
borax  rubbed  up  with  honey,  and  held 
in  the  mouth  ;  or  it  may  be  made  into  a 
wafh  by  diflblving  it  in  boiling  water, 
and  afterwards  adding  the  honey.  An 
ounce  of  borax  and  two  ounces  of  honey 
to  a  pint  of  water  is  the  ufual  propor- 
tion. 

It  has  been  common  to  adminifter  ful- 
phur  to  check  a  falivation  ;  but  this  idea 
has  originated  in  theory  more  than  from 
pradlice.  Though  fulphur  combined  with 
mercury  lefTens.  its  aQivity,  it  does  not 
follow  that  it  will  have  the  fame  efFe£t 
when  taken  into  the  fyftem.  I  am  .  in- 
clined to  think,  if  it  has  any  effedt  at  all, 
it  is  owing  to  its  purgative  quality,  and 
not  to  its  adion  upon  the  mercury. 

A  variety  of  medicines,  combined  with 
mercury,  have  been  recommended  to 
prevent  its  affeding  the  mouth  ;  but  as 
ifchefe  only  tend  to  leflen  its  adivity,  the 
fame  purpofe  may  be  anfwered  by  dimi- 
nifhing  tbe  dofe.    Where  due  attention 
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is  paid  to  this, .  and  the  patient  is  kppt 
fufficiently  warm,  there  will  feldom  be 
j-eafon  to  fear  his  being  thrown  into  ar> 
exceffive  falivation,  unlefs  his  conftitu- 
tion  is  peculiarly  irritable,  has  been 
broken  down  by  repeated  falivations, 
oris  deeply  aiFedled  with  the  fcurvy. 

When  the  faliva  is  rnixed  with  blood, 
;is  in  the  cafe  related  above,  and  the  dif- 
charge  is  very  copious,  the  patient's 
ftrength  muft  be  fupported  with  red  wnnq 
jind  light  nourifhing  diet ;  and  he  may 
take  frequently  from  twenty  to  thirty 
drops  of  the  oil  of  turpefttine  in  a  glafs  of 
cold  water.  In  difcharges  of  blood  fron> 
any  part  of  the  body  I  have  found  this 
to  be  an  excellent  medicine. 

Mercury  fometimes  occafions  a  dif? 
charge  of  blood  from  the  bowels,  as  vyell 
AS  from  the  mouth.  This  fyjnptom  is 
not  without  danger,  and  ought,  as  foon 
as  polhble,  to  be  removed.  The  patient's 
diet  ought  chiefly  to  confift  of  mild  fiirina- 
ceous  fubftances,  as  flower  boiled  in 
jnilk,  rice  boiled  or  baked,  animal  jellies, 

o  4  and 
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and  fuch  like.  Opium  may  be  given  as 
recommended  above,  with  the  addition 
of  from  five  to  ten  grains  of  gum  kino  to 
every  grain  of  the  opium.  If  the  kino 
is  not  at  hand,  a  tea-fpoonful  of  the  tinc- 
ture of  Catechu  may  be  taken,  in  any 
liquid,  three  or  four  times  a  day,  and  a 
clyfter  of  thin  ftarch,  with  a  tea-fpoonful 
of  laudanum  in  it,  may  be  thrown  up 
every  night  at  bed-time,  or  oftener  if  it 
is  found  neceffary. 

Few  things  tend  more  to  injure  the 
conftitution  under  a  courfe  of  mercury 
than  profufe  fweating.  On  the  old  plan 
of  adminiftering  mercury  it  was  impoffi- 
ble  to  avoid  this.  The  patient  was  fhut 
up  in  a  fmall  apartment;  his  bed  was 
placed  by  the  fide  of  a  large  fire,  and  of- 
ten between  two  fires ;  while  every  me- 
thod was  taken  to  prevent,  even  the 
fmalleft  particle  of  frefli  air  from  having 
accefs  to  him.  Profufe  fweats  will  never 
affedt  the  patient,  if  he  is  kept  in  a  proper 
temperature.  His  apartment  ought  to 
be  large,  and  he  may  go  from  one  room 

tQ 
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to  another,  unlefs  the  weather  be  uncom- 
monly fevere.,  or  his  conftitution  very 
deUcate.  The  moft  likely  way  to  avoid 
taking  cold  is  to  keep  the  body  in  an 
even  temperature,  and  never  fufFer  it  to 
be  too  much  heated.  In  fliort,  the  fafeft 
way  is,  to  avoid  all  extremes. 

Should  the  patient,  however,  be  feized 
with  profufe  fweats,  he  muft  not  only  be 
kept  cool,  but  put  on  a  nourifhing  diet, 
with  a  moderate  allowartce  of  wine,  and 
take  two  tea-fpoonfuls  of  Huxham's 
tindure  of  the  bark  in  a  glafs  of  red  port, 
three  times  a  day.  This  medicine  will 
be  improved,  by  adding  to  every  ounce 
of  the  tindure,  a  dram  of  the  acid  elixir 
of  vitriol. 

Mercury  fometimes,  though  rarely, 
runs  to  the  kidneys.  When  this  hap- 
pens, the  patient  muft  be  kept  warm,  to 
promote  the  perfpiration ;  and  he  may 
take  fuch  aftringent  medicines  as  have 
been  already  recommended  in  exceffive 
difcharges  from  the  bowels  or  mouth. 
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CHAP.  IX. 

GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS.. 


PATIENTS  who  have  been  afflided 
with  the  venereal  difcafe,  although 
they  have  received  a  complete  cure,  are 
apt  to  be  alarmed  at  every  trifling  fymp- 
tom  which  they  think  bears  any  re- 
femblance  to  that  malady.  Under  this  im-^ 
preffion  I  have  known  fome  go  through  a 
complete  courfe  of  mercury  for  a  pimple 
on  the  nofe ;  and  others  ruin  their  confti- 
tutions,  by  fwallowing  drugs,  fold  by  ad- 
vertifing  quacks  as  infallible  remedies  for 
a  difeafe  under  which  they  did  not  labour. 

It  is  the  misfortune  of  hypochondriacs 
to  be  continually  haunted  by  one  difeafe 
or  another.  If  a  perfon  of  this  defcription 
has  the  misfortune  to  get  poxcd,  he  fel- 

dom  lofcs  fight  of  it,  or  leaves  oft'  taking 

mediciue 


GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS. 


medicine  till  his  conftitution  is  deftroyed. 
A  young  man  belonging  to  this  clafs, 
after  a  flight  infeaion,  kept  teafmg  me 
for  above  a  twelvemonth,  from  a  per- 
fuafion  that  his  nofe  was  daily  growing 
thicker.  At  laft  I  refufed  to  fee  him, 
when  he  went  to  a  quack,  who  indulged 
him  in.  his  whim,  till  he  drained  him  of 
his  laft  guinea,  and  then  difmilTed  him 
for  a  fool. 

Women  are  ftill  more  apt  to  be  alarm-, 
ed  in  this  fituation  than  men.  Many  of 
them  believe  that  a  perfon  once  tho- 
roughly infeded,  can  never  be  radically- 
cured.  Under  this  perfuafion  they  im- 
pute every  ach,  pain,  or  pimple,  to  the 
venereal  poifon  lurking  in  the  fyftem, 
and  lead  both  themfelves  and  huiband$ 
moft  miferable  lives.  Humanity  fhould 
induce  medical  men  to  do  every  thing  in 
their  po^ver  to  eradicate  thefe  hurtful 
notions.  But  this  is,  to  my  knowledge, 
not  an  eafy  tafk.  The  lady  whofe  cafe' 
was  mentioned  in  a  former  chapter,  made 
iierfelf  and  hufband  both  fo  unhappy, 
4  notwiih'^ 
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notwithftanding  all  I  could  fay  to  her, 
that  I  advifed  her  at  laft  to  go  to  the  late 
Mr.  John  Hunter,  and  take  his  opinion 
of  her  cafe.  He  told  her  fhe  v^as  per- 
fedly  well.  But  even  this  did  not  fully 
fatisfy  her,  till  flie  brought  forth  at  a 
birth,  two  of  the  mofl  healthy  babes  1 
ever  faw. 

Women,  however,  are  more  apt  to 
liave  relics  of  this  difeafe  lurk  about  them 
than  men.    Their  conftitutions  are  not 
fo  able  to  undergo  a  thorough  courfe  of 
mercury;  neither  have  they  fo  much  re- 
folution  as  men,  to  perfift  in  its  ufe  for  a 
fufficient  length  of  time.    It  is  here  the 
female  patient  generally  miffes  her  cure. 
A  few  days  ago  a  man  brought  his  wife 
to  me  to  fee  if  I  thought  her  peifedly 
cured.    On  aflving  fome  queftions,  1  told 
him  I  had  every  reafon  to  believe  fhe  was 
well  ;   but,  according  to   my  cuftom, 
faid   fhe   had  better  continue  to  take 
medicine  for  a  few  weeks  longer,  that  no 
ground  of  fufpicion  might  remain.  At 
this  fhe  began  to  cry  ;  faid  fhe  had  been 
T  taking 
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taking  mercury  for  above  three  years, 
and  defired  to  know  when  flie  fhould  have 
done  taking  it.  On  inquiry,  I  found 
what  fhe  faid  was  true,  but  that  £he  had 
never  perfifted  in  its  ufe  above  three  or 
four  weeks  at  one  time;  but  as  foon  as 
her  mouth  grew  a  little  fore,  fhe  left  it 
off,  and  when  the  fymptoms  reappeared 
returned  to  its  ufe  again. 

I  told  her  fhe  might  keep  taking  mer- 
cury for  twenty  years  in  that  way,  and 
not  be  cured  :  That  the  only  certain  way 
to  get  cured  was  by  pcrfifting  in  the  ufe  of 
the  fpecific,  not  only  till  all  the  fymptoms 
difappeared,  but  for  feveral  weeks  after. 
It  is  here  the  quack  fails;  and  the  hafty 
cure  turns  out  to  be  no  cure  at  all.  Nor 
are  the  Faculty  themfelves  always  fuffi- 
ciently  aware  of  this  trap.    The  idea  of 
a  quick  cure  is  very  foothing  ;  and  when 
the  patient  fays,  Why  fliould  I  take  me- 
dicine after  I  am  well?  the  phyfician  often 
fuffers  him  to  go  from  under  his  care  too 
foon.    If  the  fraalleft  fpark  is  left,  it  will 
kindle  up  into  a  flame.    Here  it  may  be 

truly 


aoS  GENERAL  0BSERVATI0I«. 

truly  faid, " A  little  leaven  leav£n-v 

ETH  THE  whole  LUMP." 

When  the  patient's  conduct,  or  any 
doubtful  fymptoms,  give  the  leaft  ground 
to  fufped  that  the  poifon  flill  lurks  in  the 
fyftem,  the  beft  plan,  both  for  the  fatif- 
fa6tion  of  the  phyfician  and  the  fafety  of 
the  patient,  is  to  put  him  through  a  com^ 
plete  courfe  of  mercury,  taking  care  at 
the  fame  time  that  his  conftitution  re- 
ceives no  injury.    What  will  greatly  tend 
to  prevent  the  conftitution  from  being 
hurt    by   the    mercury,   and  likewife 
promote  its   beneficial   efFed;s   on  the 
fyftem,  will  be  a  liberal  ufe  of  the  de* 
coc^ion  of  farfaparilia,   or  Lifbon  diet- 
drink. 

The  venereal  difeafe  has,  by  fome, 
been  fuppofcd  to  induce  a  variety  of  other 
complaifits;  while  others  deny  that  this 
ever  happens.  The  truth  is,  that  this, 
like  other  maladies  which  weaken  the 
conftitution,  certainly  predifpofes  it  to 
difeafe.  But  it  doth  not  follow,  that  the 
lues  venerea  will  produce  the  fmall  pox, 

or 
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or  any  other  difeafe  that  originates  from 
a  fpecific  infedion.  The  fmall  pox  or 
meafles  do  not  engender  the  rickets  or 
Ibrofula;  yet  every  praaitioner  knows 
that  the  latter  often  fucceed  to  the  for- 
mer, efpecially  if  they  are  of  the  malig. 
nant,  or  v^rhat  are  called  the  bad  kind. 

When  the  venereal  difeafe  feems  to  in- 
duce other  maladies,  there  is  generally 
reafon  to  fufped  that  there  has  exifted  in 
the  conftitution  a  predifpofitioh  to  fuch 
diforder,  and  that  the  venereal  taint,  by^ 
Mreakening  the  conftitution,  might  adl  as 
apredifpofmg  caufe,  in  exciting  the  other 
malady.  Every  one  knows  that  people 
afflidted  with  the  fcrofula  are  more  liable 
to  difeafes  of  the  lungs  than  thofe  who 
have  no  tendency  that  way ;  and  that  if 
fymptoms  of  a  confumption  appear  in 
iuch  perfons,  they  feldom  recover 

Mr.  Bell,  of  Edinburgh,  mentions  a 
number  of  cafes,  and  fays  he  is  in  poffef- 
fion  of  many  more,  where  the  fymptoms 
were  occafioned  by  the  venereal  poifon 
lurkmgm  the  fyftem,  though  the  difeafe 

^iffumed 
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aflumed  an  appearance  very  different  from 
that  of  the  fyphiUs.  In  all  the  cafes  how- 
ever which  he  mentions,  fymptoms  of  a 
fufpicious  nature,  fooner  or  later,  feem  to 
have  made  their  appearance,  as  blotches 
.on  the  fkin,  obftinate  fores,  or  ill-condi- 
tioned ulcers,  fweUing  of  the  joints,  tu- 
mours, with  a  fluduation  of  matter  in 
-them,  &c.  When  fuch  fymptoms  as 
thefe  appear,  and  no  adequate  caufe  can 
be  affigned  for  them,  there  is  certainly 
ground  to  fufpedl  a  lurking  lues  ve- 
nerea. 

In  cafes  where  no  fufpicious  fymptoms 
appear,  but  which  do  not  yield  to  the 
ufual  methods  of  treatment,  the  ftridteft 
inquiry  ought  to  be  made  concerning  the 
patient's  former  manner  of  life  ;  and  if  it 
is  found  that  he  has  ever  been  unfortu- 
nate in  the  venereal  line,  and  has  re- 
ceived, what  is  called  an  expeditious 
cure,  there  will  be  reafon  to  fufpeft  a 
lurking  lues  as  the  caufe  of  his  diforder, 
and  the  cure  muft  be  conduced  accord- 
ingly- 
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It  feems  to  be  a  queftion,  whether  or 
no  a  rpecific  poilbn  introduced  into  the 
fyftem  can  produce  any  other  difeafe^  ex- 
cept that  from  which  the  poifon  is  taken. 
It  is  not  my  intention  to  go  inf5  difficult 
difquifitions  on  obfcure  fubjedts;  but  I  am 
incUned  to  think  that  a  fpecific  poifon 
may  induce  morbid  affedions  very  differ- 
ent, in  their  appearance,  from  the  difeafe 
which  gave  rife  to  them.  I  have  more 
than  once  feen  affe6tions  of  the  fkin  follow 
the  inoculation  of  the  fmall  pox,  which 
no  one,  unacquainted  Vvitlh  the  circurn- 
ftaheesj  would  have  fuppofed  to  have  any 
eenfiexiori  with  that  difeafe. 

Any  one  converfant  in  the  bufinefs  of 
inoculation,  mufl:  know  that  an  eryfipela- 
tous  inflamm  ation  often  fucceed^;  to  that 
operation,  and  goes  regularly  off  before  the 
fmall  pox  make  their  appearance.  Nay, 
J  have  known  the  meafles  make  their  ap- 
jiearance  about  the  time  when  the  fmall 
pox  were  ekpedted,  go  through  their 
eourfe,  and  the  fitiall  pox  feem  to  wait 
till  they  had  done  fo,  and'  then  appear. 

p  I  do 
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I  do  not  fay  the  matter  of  the  fmall  poX 
a(Stually  produced  the  meafles,  but  it 
would  feem  to  have  predifpofed  the  body 
to  that  difeafe. 

It  is  well  known  that  nurfes  who  at- 
tend patients  in  the  fmall  pox  are  often 
much  difordered  by  it,  efpecially  if  they 
Heep  in  the  fame  bed  with  them.  I 
have  once  or  twice  feen  a  putrid  fever 
which  feemed  to  me  to  have  been  occa- 
fioned  by  the  nurfes  lying  night  and  day, 
for  three  weeks,  in  bed  with  children, 
who  died  of  a  very  bad  kind  of  fmall 
pox.  This  condud  alfo  hurts  the  patient. 

A  medical  man  of  my  acquaintance,  in 
taking  matter  to  inoculate  a  number  of 
children  for  the  fmall  pox,  happened  to 
cut  his  finger  with  a  lancet  covered  with 
the  matter.  He  wrapped  it  up,  and 
thought  no  more  of  it,  till  about  eight  or 
nine  days  after,  when  he  began  to  feel  an 
unufual  fenfation,  or  rather  an  irritation, 
about  his  heart,  which  he  could  not  ac- 
count for.  Some  degree  of  ficknefs  and 
naufea  enfued,  and  he  was  feized  with  a 

fainting 
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fainting  fit.    On  recovering  from  this  he 

had  fome  warm  drink,  and  was  put  to 

bed.    Next  morning  a  rafh  appeared  all 

over  him,  that  had  fome  refemblance  to 

the  meaflesj   but  he  thinks  it  kept  out 

rather  longer  than  the  meafles  ufually  do. 

Though  one  would  not  venture  to 

alTert  that  this  rafh  was  occafioned  by  the 

pocky  matter  abforbed  from  the  wound, 

yet  fo  many  circumftances  concurred  to 

make  the  gentleman  think  fo,  that,  to 

this  day,  he  cannot  be  perfuaded  to  the 

contrary.    This  gentleman  had  the  fmall 

pox  in  the  natural  way^  when  young, 

but  has  no  recolledion  of  having  had  the 
meafles. 

Whether  or  aot  a  fpecific  poifon  taken 
into  the  fyftem,  at  a  time  when  it  is  not 
difpofed  to  take  on  the  difeafe,  will 
produce  another,  or  induce,  any  morbid 
affedion  whatever  ?  are  queftions  that 
we  ihall  leave  to  the  difcuffion  of  future 
phyfiologifts. 

Mr.  Bell  is  of  opinion,  that  where  the 
poifon  of  the  fyphilis  exifts  in  the  fyftem, 

P  2  but 
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but  not  in  fufficient  force  to  fhow  itfdf 
by  tKe  ufual  and  more  obvious  fymptotrts 
of  the  difeafe,  it  may,  notwithftanding, 
ih  various  inftances  be  capable  of  exciting 
a  great  deal  of  derangement,  and  even 
many  difeafes  v/hich  otherwife  might  not 
take  place,  and  that  it  will  more  efpe- 
cially  be  apt  to  produce  thofe  difeafes  to 
which  the  conftitution  is  predifpofed,  or 
thofe  to  which  the  patient  is  rendered 
liable  by  expofurc  to  particular  occafional 
caufes.  The  difeafes  induced  by  the  ve- 
nereal poifon,  of  which  he  gives  in- 
ftances, are  pthifis,  afthma,  rheumatifm, 
dropfy,  head-ach,  epilepfy,  and  mad- 
nefs. 

Difeafes  fucceeding  to  the  lues  venerea 
are  not  always  occafioned  by  the  poifon 
lurking  in  the  fyftera ;  they  are  fometiraes 
the  effed  of  the  means  ufed  to  expel 
that  poifon.  Medicines  polfeffed  of  fuch 
aftive  powers  as  moft  preparations  of 
mercury  are,  cannot  be  thrown  into  the 
ftomach  in  large  dofes,  for  any  confider- 
able  length  of  time,  without  materially 

affed- 
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afFeding  that  organ  fo  neceffary  to  the 
exiftence  of  every  animal. 

Mercury  will  occafionally  hurt  the 
ftomach  and  bowels,  even  when  it  is  ad- 
rainiftered  with  the  greateft  care  and  at- 
tention, and  it  muft  be  ftill  more  perni- 
<iious  where  thefe  are  negleded.  We 
may  venture  to  affert,  that  not  one  in  a 
hundred  of  thofe  who  take  mercury  have 
It  in  their  power  to  bbferve  a  proper  re- 
gimen. 

All  adiye  ftimulants  frequently  applied 
to  the  organs  of  digeftion  deftroy  theii: 
power ;  hence  the  wine-bibber,  and  ftill 
more  the  dram-drinker,  generally  lofes 
his  appetite,  and  falls  the  early  vidim  of 
indigeftion.     Few  ftimulants  are  more 
adive  than  many  of  the  preparations  of 
mercury ;  indeed,  fome  of  them  are  fo 
acrid  as'  to  be  juftly  ranked  among  poi- 
fons.    Such  edge-tools  as  thefe  can  fel- 
dom  be  long  ufed  with  impunity.  I  have 
known  few  people  who  had  taken  ^rreat 
quantities  of  mercury  free  from  com- 
plaints of  the  ftomach  or  bowels. 

P3  The 
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The  lungs,  as  well  as  the  ftomach,  are 
often  hurt  by  means  of  mercury.  The 
number  of  young  men  who  die  every 
year  in  London  of  confumptions,  brought 
on  by  the  improper  ufe  of  mercury,  is 
a  fufficient  proof  of  the  baneful  eifefts 
of  that  mineral  on  the  lungs.    But  it  is 
not  the  dired  efFed  of  mercury  on  the 
lungs  that  does  the  mifchief ;  it  is  owing 
to  the  uncertainty  of  our  climate,  and  to 
the  neceffity  many  patients  are  under  of 
expofmg  themfelves  to  all  weathers,  even 
when  the  body  is  fully  charged  with 
mercury. 

The  effeds  of  mercury  on  the  nervous 
fyftem  are  more  dired  ;   I  have  often 
feen  paralytic  affedions  brought  on  by 
the  imprudent  ufe  of  mercury,  by  which, 
even  young  men,  have  been  rendered  lame 
and  miferable  for  life.    But  the  flow  and 
lefs  perceptible  effeds  of  mercury  are 
more  frequent  and  likewife  more  hurtful ; 
by  them  the  beft  conftitution  maybe  un- 
dermined, and  the  moft  robuft  man  re- 
duced to  an  abfolute  invalid,  fliivering  ^t 

a  breeze, 
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a  breeze,  and  dragging  out  a  wretched 
exiftence  under  a  load  of  nervous  ma- 
ladies, for  which  medicine  knows  no 
cure. 

To  obviate  the  ill  effeds  of  mercury 
on  the  ftoraach  and  bowels,  it  will  be 
proper  always  to  ufe  the  milder  prepara- 
tions, where  they  will  fucceed,  in  pre- 
•  ference  to  the  more  acrid  and  ftimulating. 
Where  the  more  adtive  preparations  are 
found  necelTary,  they  ought  to  be  admi- 
niftered  in  fmall  dofes  ;  and  when  they 
excite  fever,  or  occafion  great  pain  in  the 
firft  paffages,  they  fhould  be  difcontinued 
for  fome  time,  and  their  ufe  refumed  af- 
ter thefe  affeaions  are  removed. 

Few  things  are  better  calculated  to 
prevent  mercury  from  hurting  the  fto- 
mach  and  bowels,  than  the  proper  ufe  of 
Peruvian  bark  :  It  may  either  be  taken 
in  fubftance,  tindure,  or  infufion,  and 
ought  to  be  alternated  with  the  mercury 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  prevent  that  mi- 
neral from  tearing  thofe  tender  and  deli- 
cate organs  to  pieces.  The  way  in  which 

P  4  I  com- 
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I  coji-'Vinonly  give  it,  is  in  the  ^Q(e  of  two 
tea-fpoonfuls  of  the  compound  tindurc 
in  a  glafs  of  the  Tupbridge  or  Pyrmonf 
water,  three  or  four  times  a  day  ;  or 
^ti  may  be  taken  in  common  water  or 
wine. 

For  affedtions  of  the  nerves  occafioned 
by  mercury,  we  would  recommend,  be- 
fides  tpnic  medicines,  the  cold  bath,  pror 
■vided  there  is  no  particular  weaknefs  of 
the  breaft  or  bowels  to  forbid  its  ufe. 
Whenever  cold  bathing  is  recommended. 
It  is  always  to  be  underftood  that  we  give 
the  preference  to  fait  water,  where  it  can 
be  obtained.  Indeed  in  all  cafes  of  ner- 
vous debility,  where  the  patient  is  able 
to  bear  the  fliock,  fea  bathing  is  the  beft 
medicine  with  which  we  are  yet  ac- 
quainted. 

Though  it  muft  be  acknowledged  that 
mercury  frequently  hurts  the  conftitu- 
tion,  yet  it  is  often  blamed  where  it  is 
not  in  fault.  People  who  have  had  oc- 
cafion  to  take  mercury,  are  apt  to  impute 
all  the  aches  and  pains  they  feel  after- 
wards. 
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-wards,  to  this  medicine  lying  in  the  body: 
I  remember  fince  the  fame  prejudice 
prevailed  with  refped  to  bark,  and  be;^ 
lieve  them  both  to  be  equally  unfounded. 
Some,  indeed,  are  weak  enough  to  ima- 
gine that  the  mercury  lies  in  the  bones, 
and  never  leaves  them  while  the  patient 
lives.  This  opinion  the  late  Mr.  Johu 
Hunter  has  taken  fome  pains  to  refute : 
He  fays,  the  mercury  never  enters  the 
bones  ;  and  uo  man  ever  had  more  op-» 
portunities  of  inyeftigating  that  matter 
than  himfelf. 

That  mercury  muft  either  kill  or  cure, 
is  another  vulgar  error  which  does  con- 
fiderable  mifchief.  Men  are  afraid  to 
take  a  medicine  that  may  terminate  their 
exiftence,  and  chufe  rather  to  endure  a 
lingering  difeafe,  than  rifk  a  fudden  death. 
By  this  groundlefs  prejudice  many  have 
been  deterred  from  taking  mercury  when 
it  was  the  only  medicine  that  could  Ije 
of  any  fervice  to  them.  This  prejudice, 
however,  dies  apace— Moft  people  now 

know 
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know  that  mercury,  when  properly  ad- 
miniftered,  is  both  a  fafe  and  an  effica- 
cious medicine. 

Many  affeQ:  to  decry  the  powers  of 
mercury  while  they  are  making  fortunes 
by  ufmg  it.  This  is  a  fhameful  pradice 
and  a  dangerous  one  ;  mercury  fhould 
never  be  concealed  from  the  patient. 
This  condudl,  which  even  phyficians  too 
often  affe£t,  has  fometimes  ferious  con- 
fequences.  I  have  known  it  more  than 
once  prove  fatal.  A  medicine  which, 
to  be  ufed  with  fafety,  requires  a  parti- 
cular regimen,  fhould  never  be  concealed  ; 
and  the  praCtitioner  who  does  fo,  what- 
ever his  motives  may  be,  muft  excufe  me 
for  faying,  that  he  fports  with  his  pa- 
tient's life. 

'  Though  fome  inconveniences  may  at- 
tend the  adminiftration  of  mercury,  yet 
I  know  no  medicine  of  equal  value. 
It  is  ufeful  in  a  great  variety  of  dif- 
orders  befides  the  lues  venerea  ;  and 
here  every  Tiro  knows,  that  nothing  can 

be 
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be  done  without  it.  From  the  infant 
of  a  week  old  to  the  veteran  of  four- 
fcore,  it  may  be  given  with  fafety  and 
advantage  ;  nor  do  I  conceive  how  any 
man,  at  this  day,  could  pradife  phyfic 
if  he  were  deprived  of  its  ufe. 
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OF  IMPOTENCE,    OCCASIONED  BT 
THE  VENEREAL  DISEASE,  &c. 


THERE  is  no  idea  more  deprefling 
to  the  human  mind  than  that  of 
not  being  able  to  propagate  the  fpecies. 
I  have  known  men  adually  criminate 
themfelves  rather  than  lie  under  the  im- 
putation of  impotence,  and  fome  will 
even  rifk  the  peace  of  ■  their  families  to 
prove  that  the  fault  is  not  on  their  fide  ; 
yet  numbers  hazard  the  lofs  of  virility 
for  a  moment's  gratification,  with  an  ob- 
jed  whom  they  neither  love  nor  efteem. 

Were  the  moft  avowed  libertine  to 
contemplate  the  vidims  of  illicit  love,  as 
they  are  often  feen  by  the  Faculty,  he 
would  ftand  appalled  at  the  view,  and 
flu-ink   from  the   tranfient  enjoyment, 

which 
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which  too  often  entails  debility  aiid 
loathfome  difeafe  on  its  votaries,  atid  diC- 
qualifies  them  for  ever  from  exercifing 
the  fundions  of  manhood. 

That  impotence  may  proceed  from  de- 
bility there  can  be  little  doubt,  and  that 
this  is  often  induced  by  excefs  of  venery, 
few  will  be  difpofed  to  deny  ;  but,  as  far 
as  my  obfervation  goes,  debility  is  more 
frequently  the  effed;  of  another  vice  in- 
cident to  youth,  which,  while  it  is  lefs 
natural,  proves  more  deftruQiive  in  its 
confequence  than  even  excefs  of  venery. 
Men  feldom  go  far  wrong  while  they  fol- 
low nature,  but  every  deviation  from  her 
laws  is  pregnant  with  danger. 

That  the  generative  powers  may  be  in- 
jured by  obftinate  gleets,  or  what  is  called 
feminal  weaknefs,  is  highly  probable;  but 
I  have  known  men  who,  fdr  more  thati 
twenty  years,  had  laboured  under  this 
malady,  yet  had  large  families  of  feeming- 
ly  healthychildren.  This,  however,  holds 
out  no  encouragement  to  others ;  what 
will  not  impair  the  generative  faculties  of 

One 
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one  man  may  totally  deftroy  tKofe  of 
another,  and  even  tend  to  cut  fhort  his 
life. 

Not  only  the  powers,  but  even  the 
parts  of  generation,  are  frequently  de- 
ftroyed  by  the .  venereal  difeafe.  When 
this  misfortune  happens,  they  cannot  be 
reftored  by  medicine.  In  curing  the  ve- 
nereal diforder  mercury  will  do  wonders, 
but  it  cannot  reftore  a  loft  part :  Such  lofs, 
indeed,  would  feldom  happen,  if  this 
medicine  were  properly  applied  in  due 
time. 

In  moft  of  the  cafes  that  have  come 
under  my  eye,  where  the  powers  of  pro- 
creation had  been  deftroyed  by  difeafe, 
there  had  either  been  total  negled  or 
very  improper  treatment.  Some  years 
ago  a  feafaring-man  called  on  me,  on  his 
return  from  a  long  voyage,  to  afk  my 
opinion  of  his  cafe.  He  had  few  fymp- 
tomsof  the  venereal  difeafe,  and  thefe  were 
eafily  cured ;  but  his  penis  and  fcrotum 
formed  only  one  mafs,  and  had  coalefced 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  appear  to  me  to 
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be  Infeparable.  I  advifed  him  to  confult 
Mr.  Pott  and  fome  other  able  furgeons  ; 
which  he  did;  and  their  opinion  was,  that 
nothing  could  be  done. 

The  ftory  he  told  me  was,  that  when 
he  left  England  he  had  a  running,  for 
which  he  had  taken  fome  medicine,  and 
had  carried  as  much  out  with  him  as 
was  thought  neceffary  for  his  cure.  What 
ufe  he  made  of  it  I  do  not  knOw ;  but 
underftood  that  during  his  voyage  to 
North  America  he    encountered  much 
hard  weather,  and  was  expofed  to  great 
cold  and  fatigue ;  that  on  his  return  to 
Europe,  he  landed  in  Spain,  where  he 
was  advifed  to  apply  to  a  furgeon  for 
ibme  obftruaions  in  the  urinary  paf- 
fages.  This  furgeon,  inftead  of  having  re- 
courfe  to  the  ufe  of  bougies  and  other 
mild  methods  for  removing  the  obftruc- 
tion,  laid  open  the  urethra,  and  then  left 
the  frefh  wound  and  fcrotum  to  grow 
together. 

The  only  comment  I  fhall  make  upon 
this  cafe  is,  to  point  out  the  danger  of 

going 


m  OP  IMPOTENCE,  &<f. 

going  to  fea  with  the  venereal  difeafe  iin- 
cured.  Had  this  gentleman  ftaid  at  home, 
or  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  fall  into  fkilful 
hands  abroad,  in  all  probability  he  would 
not  have  been  deprived  of  his  powers  of 
procreation  :  What  he  did,  however,  is 
done  every  day,  and,  we  have  reafon  to 
fear,  too  often  with  fimilar  confequences. 
Surgeons  are  often  too  free  with  the 
knife;  it  fhould  never  be  ufed  but  in 
cafes  of  abfolute  neceffity,  and  then  only 
by  fkilful  hands.    I  have  often  heard  of 
the  penis  being  amputated,  but  never  met 
with  a  cafe  where  this  operation,  or  that 
mentioned  above,  was  neceffary. 

I  have  indeed  known  the  penis  very 
nearly  deftroyed  by  erofion ;  but  when 
the  fores  were  kept  thoroughly  clean,  and 
'  the  mercury  thrown  in  in  fufficient  quan- 
tities, the  erofion  of  the  penis  was  flopped, 
and  what  remained,  though  fometimes 
not  above  an  inch,  became  perfedly  found, 
and,  for  any  thing  I  know,  remained  fo 
during  the  patient's  life. 
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Inftances  of  impotejice  occur  where 
the  perfon  never  was  aiHided  with  the 
venereal  difeafe,  and  where  it  Ts  very 
difficult  to  aflign  any  caufe  for  the  decay 
of  thofe  parts  deftined  for  the  propagation 
of  the  fpecies.  •  The  late  Mr  .  John  Flunter  - 
mentions  feveral  cafes  where  the  tefcicles 
had  gradually  wafted  away,  without  any 
apparent  caufe.  This  generally  began 
in  one  of  the  tefticles,  and  after  that 
was  deftroyed,  it  feized  the  other,  which 
melted  away  in  the  fame  manner,  withr, 
out  affedting  the  health  of  the  patient.,  oi* 
admitting  of  any  relief  from  medicine. 

The  fame  author  mentions  the  cal^  of 
a  very  young  gentleman.,  one  of  whofe 
tefticles  wafted  entirely  away  after  a 
Gonorrhaea,  which  was  attended  both 
with  a  fwelled  tefticle  and.  bubo.  This 
evidently  proceeded  fron>  the  yenpre^l 
affedtion^ 

The  i^igeiiious  author  mentioned  above, 
gives  feveral  examples  of  impotence  from 
aftedlons  of  the  mind  i  and  it  muft  bp 
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acknowledged,  that  the  mind  has  much 
to  do  in  this  bufinefs.    Fear,  fhame, 
anxiety,  diflike  of  the  objed,  and  many 
other  afFedtions  of  the  mind,  will  take 
away  the  venereal  appetite,  and  produce 
a  temporary  impotence.     I  was  once 
confulted  in  a  cafe  of  fuppofed  impo- 
tence, by  a  healthy-looking  gentleman, 
who,  to  fulfil  the  dying  requeft  of  his 
brother,  married  his  widow.    I  had  fuf- 
ficient  reafon  to  believe  that  this  gren- 
tleman's  impotency,  as  he  was  pleafed 
to  call  it,  did  not  proceed  from  want  of 
power,  but  want  of  love  to  the  objedl. 
As  the  cafe  was  delicate,  all  I  could  do 
was  to  advife  him  to  perfiO:  in  his  endea- 
vours to  make  the  lady  ,  happy,  and  to 
alTure  him,  that  I  had  no  doubt  but  time 
would  accompliih  his  wifhes. 

ImpQtence  arifing  from  natural  defects, 
or  the  deflruction  of  the  parts  bydifealc, 
fcldom  admits  of  any  affiftance  from  me- 
dicine. When  it  proceeds  from  debility, 
PCCtifloucd  by  exccffive  evacuations,  the 

uff 
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fi(c  of  tonics,  as  the  Peruvian  bark  and 
Heel  are  indicated,  and  they  may  be  ad- 
miniftered  in  various  forms  with  advan- 
tage. The  chalybeate  waters,  as  thofe 
of  Tunbridge,  Pyrmont*,  &c.  will  like- 
wife  prove  beneficial ;  but  what  we  would 
chiefly  recommend  is  the  cold  bath, 
efpecially  bathing  in  fait  water. 

When  the  fyflem  is  exceffively  irrita- 
ble, and  the  conftitution  is  wafted  by  in- 
voluntary emifsions,  during  the  night,  I 
would  recommend  opium;  from  half 
a  grain  to  a  whole  grain  may  be  taken  at 
bed  time.  If  this  has  not  the  defired 
efFe(5t,  the  dofe  may  be  increafed  to  a 
grain  and  a  half,  or  two  grains.  Its  ufe 
ought  to  be  accompanied  with  tonics, 
and  corroborating  medicines. 

For  the '  cure  of  unnatural  pollutions, 
I  always  recommend  matrimony.  This, 
with  regular  living,  and  the  ufe  of  the 
cold  bath,  feldom  proves  unfuccefsful. 
But  when  I  recommend  matrimony,  I 
would  advife  every  man  to  marry  the 
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woman  he  loves.  When  this  is  not  the 
cafe,  fatiety  and  difguft  will  fncceed,  and 
-the  unhappyhufband,  in  the  vigour  of  life, 
may,  by  miftake,  impute  his  want  of 
ai^t)ur  for  the  connubial  enjoy rnents  tQ 
impotcnc^^ 


t  «29  i 


A  Summary  View  of  the  most  iynpoHdnt 
Dodtrines  contained  in  the  pi-ecedino- 
Pages. 

I.  Few  things  would  have  a  more  direa 
tendency  to  render  the  venereal  difeafe  lefs 
frequent  than  a  ftriaiy  moral  education. 

II.  It  would  be  of  great  importance,  not 
only  in  the  prevention  of  this,  but  of  many 
other  difeafes,  to  impreis  the  young  mind 
with  a  due  fenfc  of  the  value  of  health. 

nr.  Though  a  good  conftitutlon  ought  to 
be  the  firft  objeft  in  the  education  of  youth, 
it  is  generally  made  the  laft,  and  Is  often 
totally  difregarded. 

IV.  A  young  man  fhould  be  taught  that 
all  his  profpefts  in  life  depend  upon  health, 
and  that  every  view  of  happinefs  vanilhes 
with  the  lofs  of  this  valuable  treafure. 

V.  The  importance  of  cleanlinefs  ought 
likewife  to  be  ftrongly  imprefled  on  the 
young  mind.  This,  though  not  ranked 
among  the  cardinal  virtues,  is  nearly  allied 
to  them. 

VI.  Nor  ought  lefs  attention  to  be  paid 
to  fobriety.    Men  are  mofl:  apt  to  go  aflray, 
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when  lead  able  to  condud  themfelves,  fo  as 
to  avoid  danger. 

VII.  A  vegetable  diet,  an  open  body, 
and  the  free  ufe  of  diluting  liquors,  will 
often  carry  off  a  gonorrhoea  without  the  ufe 
of  medicine. 

VIII.  Where  the  above  regimen  does  not 
fucceed,  recourfe  may  be  had  to  aftringent 
injedlions,  taking  care,  during  their  ufe,  to-' 
keep  down  the  inflammatory  fyraptoms  by 
cooling  purges  and  diluting  diet. 

IX.  Obftrudlons  of  the  urinary  paffages 
are  generally  relieved  by  the  ufe  of  bougees. 
If  properly  made,  they  may  be  appKed  by 
any  perfon  of  common  underftanding. 

X.  A  buboe  will  generally  be  reUeved  by 
emollient  fomentations,  foft  poultices,  and 
bleeding  wkh  leeches. 

XI.  A  fwelled  tefticle  requires  nearly  the 
fame  method  of  treatment,  unlefs  where  the 
intention  is  to  difcufs  both,  in  which  cafe  re- 
pellents ought  to  be  ufed. 

XIL  A  gleet  ufually  yields  to  aftringent 
bjeftions,  tonic  medicines,  and  the  cold 
bath.  When  thefe  do  not  fucceed,  recourfe 
muft  be  had  to  ftimulating  injeftions,  fuch  as 
are  recomnieaded  in  the  Appendix. 

XIII. 
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XIII.  A  chordee  requires  diluents  and  the 
ufe  of  opium. 

XIV.  Warts  and  excreflences  require  the 
application  of  mild  cauftics  and  cfcarotics,  as 
the  powder  of  Savin,  &c. 

XV.  .  The,  pox  is  generally  introduced  by 
means  of  a  chancre,  which,  if  properly  treat- 
ed, will  feldom  infe£l  the  fyftem. 

XVI.  The  only  method  to  prevent  a  chan- 
cre from  communicating  the  poifon  to  the 
fyftem,  is  the  timely  and  proper  ufe  of  mercury. 

XVII.  Chancres  ought  never  to  be  haftily 
dried  up,'  but  rather  kept  open,  till  the  poifon 
is  extinguiflied  by  mercury. 

XVIII.  The  moutfi  fhould  be  made  fore 
•with  mercury,  and  kept  fo  for  fome  time  ; 
but  it  never  ought  to  be  given  in  fuch  quan- 
tities as  to  excite  a  violent  falivation. 

XIX.  A  chancre,  concealed  under  the 
prepuce,  is  often  produ£tive  of  much  mif- 
chief.  When  it  cannot  be  kept  clean,  it 
ought  to  be  laid  open. 

XX.  A  chancre,  when  laid  open,  will  of- 
ten heal  in  a  few  days  without  the  ufe  of  mer- 
cury, though  it  would  not  before  under  its 
ufe. 

0^4  XXI. 
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•XXL  The  glans,  if  poffible,  flioulcl  be 
uncovered  every  day,  and  the  chancres 
wafhed  with  milk  and  water  a  little' 
warm. 

XXII.  Expofure  to  cold,  and  improper 
regimen,  under  a  mecurial  courfe,  tend 
greatly  to  retard  the  cure,  and  often  endan- 
ger the  patient's  life. 

XXIII.  As  the  fuppciration  of  buboes  does 
Hot  feem  to  accelerate  the  cure  of  the  vene- 
real difeafe,  it  is  proper  always  to  difcufs- 
them  when  it  can  be  done. 

-  XXIV.  Venereal  ulcers  and  blotches  can- 
not be  cured  without  mercury,  which  muft 
be  applied  according  to  the  urgency  of  the 
fymptoms. 

XXV.  When  venereal  fores  grow  worfe 
under  the  ufe  of  mercury  *,  it  mufl  be  difcon- 

tinued 

*  A  case  at  present  under  my  care  shews  the  propriety 
of  this  1  ule  in  the  strongest  point  of  light.  A  young 
gentleman,  in  a  provincial  city,  had  been  seventeen  weeks 
under  a  CoiTrse  of  mercUry  for  chancres  on  the  glans  and 
prepuce.  He  was  reduced  so  low  that  his  life  was  dc- 
«paircd  of;  and  he  was  thought  unable  to  bear  a  jour- 
ney to  town.  He  was,  liowever,  brought  up  by  short 
sUgea,  and  1  was  GOHsulted.    My  advise  was  to  leave  off 
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linued,  and  the  patient  put  on  a  courfe  of 
bark  and  reftorative  diet. 

XXVT.  When  the  venereal  virus  faftens  on 
the  bones,  and  produces  nodes,  &c.,  it  may 
ftill  be  removed  by  perfifting,  for  a  fufficient 
length  of  time,  in  the  ufe  of  fome  afliive 
preparation  of  mercury. 

XXVII.  When  the  venereal  difeafe  affefls 
the  organs  of  fenfe,  as  the  eyes,  ears,  &c. 
it  cannot  be  removed  without  the  ufe  of 
mercury. 

XXVIII.  When  children  are  born  with 
fymptoms  of  the  venei-eal  difeafe  upon  them, 
they  may  be  cured  by  the  proper  application 
of  mercury,  both  to  the  infant  and  nurfe. 

XXIX.  Difeafes  which  refemble  the  lues 
venerea,  as  the  fivvins  or  fibbins.  Sec,  may 
be  cured  by  mercury  applied  in  the  fanie 
manner  as  for  the  lues. 

the  use  of  mercury,  to  take  a  tea-spxjonfull  of  the  com- 
pound tincture  of  Peruvian  bark  four  times  a  day,  to 
drink  daily  a  wine  bottle  of  the  Lisbon  diet-drink,  to 
take  nourishing  diet,  and  to  drink  a  few  glasses  of  gene- 
rous wine  every  day.  The  consequence  is,  that  in  less 
than  six  weeks  his  appetite,  health,  and  spirits  are 
restored,  and  his  «ores,  which  have  only  baen  kept  clean, 
are  nearly  all  healed. 
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XXX.  Opium  is  of  great  fervice  in  appeaf- 
ing  many  of  the  mofl  urgent  fymptoms  of 
lues  venerea,  as  well  as  in  maldng  mercilry 
fit  more  eafily  on  the  ftomach. 

XXXI.  When  a  nurfe  gives  the  difeafe  to 
an  infant,  or  the  infant  to  the  nurfe,  both 
may  be  cured  by  the  proper  application  of 
mercury. 

XXXIL  Perfons  about  to  be  married, 
ought  to  be  very  circumfped:  with  regard 
to  their  fituation,  otherwife  they  may  tranf- 
mit  this  baneful  difeafe  to  their  progeny. 

XXXIir.  Women  labouring  under  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe,  are  very  liable  to  have  abor- 
tions, to  prevent  which  mercury  is  the  proper 
medicine. 

XXXIV.  In  conftitutions  deeply  affedled 
U'Lth  the  fcutvy,  mercury  ought  to  be  admi- 
nifliered  with  the  greateft  caution.  Where 
that  is  not  attended  to,  fome  very  untoward 
fymptoms  may  enfue. 

XXXV.  In  fcrofulous  habits  the  lues 
always  proves  obftinate,  and  requires  more 
mercury  than  in  conftitutions  free  from  that 
taint. 

•  XXXVI.  Mercury  may  be  given  for  any 
length  of  time  without  curing  the  lues,  if  it 
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is  not  given  in  fuch  a  way  as  thoroughly  to 
impregnate  the  fyftem. 

XXXVII.  .Complaints  fucceeding  to  the 
venereal  difeafe  are  not  always  owing  to  that^ 
malady,  but  to  the  means  ufed  to  expell  it. 

XXXVIII.  That  mercury  lies  in  the  bones, 

is  denied  by  Mr.  John  Hunter,  and  Is,  I  be- 
lieve, a  vulgar  error. 

XXXIX.  That  mercury  hurts  the  fto- 
mach  and  bowels,  when  improperly  ufed,  is, 
I  am  afraid,  often  too  true. 

XL.  When  impotency  is  the  effed  of 
the  lues  venerea,  it  is  generally  owing,  either 
to  the  ignorance  of  the  praQitioner,  or  the 
irregularity  of  the  patient. 

XLI.  The  greateft  circumfpe<5lion  is  ne- 
ceflary  In  the  choice  of  a  wet-nurfe  in,  and 
near,  great  towns. 

XLII.  There  is  reafon  to  believe  that  com- 
plaints of  the  womb,  which  pafs  for  cancers, 

are  often  venereal. 

XLIII.  A  woman  may  have  her  health  ru- 
ined by  giving  fuck  to  an  infant  born  of  dif- 
fipated  parents. 

XLIV.  The  fibbens,  as  well  as  the  lues, 
may  be  communicated  to  the  foetus. 
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^HE  different  forms  and  preparations  of 
medicine,  referred  to  in  the  preceding 
pages,  are  here  brought  together,  fo  as  to 
appear  in  a  narrower  point  of  view.  Several 
others,  not  mentioned,  are  alfo  added,  that 
the  patient  may  have  an  opportunity  of  fe- 
lefting  fuch  as  he  thinks  beft  fuited  to  his 
cafe.  Some  prefcriptions,  inferted  in  the  body 
of  the  book,  are  again  brought  forward  here, 
either  that  they  may  appear  at  more  length, 
or  be  inferted  under  the  refpedive  heads  to 
which  they  belong,  as  Injedions,  Decoc-r 
tions,  &c. 

Phyficians  ftill  perfifting  in  the  praftice  of 
writing  their  prefcriptions  in  Latin,  affords  a 
flrong  proof  of  the  difficulty  with  which  old 
puftoms  are  left  off.  Thofe  who  write  books 
in  plain  Englifh,  flill  give  their  prefcriptions 
in  an  unknown  tongue  j  as  if  a  fcrap  of  Latin 
could  operate  like  a  talifman,  or  have  the 
power  of  a  charm.  This  condu6t  is  not  only 
ridiculous,  it  is  dangerous,  The  perfons 
employed  in  making  up  rnedical  prefcriptions, 
are,  generally  fpeaking,  very  idle,  and  very 
ignorant.  By  this  I  do  not  mean  to  throw 
finy  reflection  on  apothecaries.    I  fee  no  rea- 
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fon  why  an  apothecary  may  not  be  as  learned 
a  man  as  a  phyfician  ;  but  I  know  this,  that 
a  man  may  go  to  his  fliop  a  hundred  times 
before  he  finds  him  there.  The  apothecary 
generally  a6ts  as  a  phyfician,  and  leaves  the 
ftiop  to  the  care  of  his  boy. 

Did  patients  know  who  compofe  the 
draughts  they  fwallow,  they  would  take 
them  with  fear  and  trembling.  I  feldom 
give  a  medicine  without  feeing  it  made  up, 
tnd  never  to  a  venereal  patient;  becaufe  I 
know  that  here  the  cure  depends  folely  on 
the  quality  of  the  medicine,  and  not  on  the 
patient's  imagination.  Were  phyficians  in 
general  to  follow  this  plan,  their  art  would 
prove  more  beneficial  to  mankind.  The 
doaor  would  not  be  the  tool  of  the  apothe- 
cary, nor  the  patient  the  dupe  of  both. 
While  the  apothecary  can  recommend  the 
phyfician,  the  infamous  trade  of  cramming 
patients  with  drugs  will  be  carried  on,  to 
the  difgrace  of  medicine,  and  the  deftruclion 

.  of  mankind, 


INWTIONS  FOR  THE  CURE  OF 
GONORRHCEA. 

I.  Take  of  vitriolated  zinc,  commonly 
called  white  vitriol,  half  a  dram  :  DiiVolvtf 
ii  in  a  pint  of  water. 


APFENDIX. 

In  the  early  flage  of  a  gonorrhoea,  we 
know  of  no  better  injetlion  than  this.  If 
iifed  fufficiently  often,  not  lefs  than  five  or 
fix  times  a  day,  it  will  generally  remove  the 
difeafe  very  fpeedily.  It  is  not,  however,  fo 
proper,  in  the  more  advanced  periods  of  the 
complaint.  A  flight  degree  of  pain  ought  n 
to  follow  its  life ;  but  if  it  produces  much, 
it  Ihould  be  diluted  with  water.  Five  or  fix 
drops  of  Goulard's  extrad,  added  to  a  tea- 
cupful  of  this  folution,  renders  it  more  feda- 
tive,  and  confequently  a  better  medicine, 
where  there  is  great  irritation,  or  the  parts 
are  inflamed. 

II.  Take  fugar  of  lead,  half  a  dram: 
T)iffolve  in  half  a  pint  of  water. 

III.  Take  extradt  of  lead,  thirty  drops  : 
Mix  with  half  a  pint  of  water. 

When  there  is  great  pain  and  irritation,  it 
is  fometimes  necelTary  to  ufe  opiate  injedlions. 

IV.  Diffolve  a  dram  of  purified  opium  in 
half  a  pint  of  water  :  Or,  add  to  the  fame 
quantity  of  water,  half  an  ounce  of  the 
tindlure  of  opium. 

When  the  diicharge  appears  to  be  conti- 
nued from  relaxation,  or  flaccidity  of  the 
veffels,  the  following  injection  will  be  found 
yfeful  c 

V.  Take  balfam  of  capivi,  half  an  ounce  : 
Rub  with  the  yolk  of  an  egg,  and,  by  de- 
grees, add  half  a  pint  of  rofe  water. 

A  flimulant  injedion,   for  difchargcs  of 
long  continuance,  and  gleets  : 

YI. 
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VI.  Take  muriated  mercury,  commonly 
called  corrofive  fublimate,  one  grain:  Dil-; 
folve  in  half  a  pint  of  rofe  water. 

The  powers  of  this  medicine  may  be 
heightened  or  diminifhe^,  by  leflening  or  in- 
creafing  the  quantity  of  water  in  which  it  is 
tlilfolved.  But  the  above  proportion  is  as 
ftrong  as  mod  patients  are  able  to  bear. 

VII.  Take  of  acetated  copper,  or  verde- 
greafe,  two  drams  :  Diffolve  in  volatile  alkali, 
one  ounce. 

This  is-  an  excellent  form  of  injedion  ; 
but  fome  care  is  requifite  in  the  application  of 
it.  From  twelve  to  twenty  drops  may  be  put 
into  half  a  pint  of  water. 

Where  internal  aflringents  are  required, 
the  following  will  be  found  ufeful : 

yill.  Tin6lure  of  Catechu,  or  compound 
tindure  of  the  Peruvian  bark  :  Of  either  of 
thefe,  a  tea-fpoonful  may  be  taken  in  a  glafs 
of  wine,  three  or  four  times  a  day.  Should 
the  patient  prefer  pills,  I  know  of  none  better 
than  thofe  made  of  equal  parts  of  prepared 
iron,  and  extrafl  of  bark,  with  a  fufEcient 
quantity  of  oil  of  carrui.  One  may  be  taken 
three  or  four  times  a  day. 

When  it  is  necelTary  to  keep  the  body  open 
and  cool,  which  is  always  the  cafe  in  a 
virulent  gonorrhoea,  eipecially  during  the  ufe 
cf  injeftions,  I  would  recommend  the  elec- 
iuary  mentioned  in  the  Domeftic  Medicine, 
f,ut  what  I  chiefly  ufe  now,  with  that  inten- 
sion, Is  the  following  powder  : 
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IX.  Take  powdered -  gum  arable,  and 
cream  of  tartar,  each  an  ounce  and  a  half; 
jalap,  _  in  powder,  two  drams  :  Mix  them', 
and  give  a  tea-fpoonful  in  any  liquid,  as  often 
as  is  found  necelfary  to  keep  the  body  gently 
open. 

-  When  the  pain  and  irritation  in  pafling 
water  is  very  great,  the  patient  will  find  re- 
lief from  drinking  plentifully  of  linfeed  tea. 
It  may  be  infufed  with  liquorice  root,  and  ' 
drank  a  little  warm. 

A  very  common  and  troublefome  fymptom 
of  the  gonorrhoea,  is  a  chordee.  This  the 
following  pill  commonly  relieves,  probably 
by  taking  off  the  general  tendency  to  fpafm  : 

X.  Take  powdered  opium,  one  grain  • 
powdered  antimony,  four  grains  ;  crumbs  of 
bread,  as  much  as  will  make  them  into  a 
pill :  To  be  taken  at  bed-time. 


MEDICINES  USED  IN  THE  CURE  OF 
THE  LUES  VENEREA. 

Mercury,  the  only  fpecific  *  hitherto  dif- 
covered  for  the  cure  of  this  difeafe,  is  ad- 

*  We  every  day  hear  that  the  h,cs  venerea  has 
been  cured  by  medicines  that  did  not  contain  a  sinde 
grain  of  mercury.  There  is  reason,  however,  to  suspect 
that  these  cures  are,  like  those  of  the  bite  of  a  mad  doir, 
only  performed  where  the  infection  had  never  been  com- 
municated. Among  the  medicines  puffed  off,  at  pre- 
sent, tor  curing  the  lues  venerea,  is  Velno's  Vegetable 
i>yrup  ■  I  have  seen  sufficient  proofs  of  the  inefficacy  of 
this  medicine,  to  be  able  to  declare,  that  it  will  not  cure 
the  lues  venerea. 

H  ininiftcred 


i[i>ivilft6redv  both.)  f xtlErrally  and  inter  naJly. 
Tlig,;forp>jqr,^\vhjG"lij'i!§  ibyiar-  .the-fafett  antf 
t^-J^  beft>  ;!Vflhenj..At;;  Cl5iii'  be  ^dminif|:ered  wiili. 
9ciit\'e9kn(;yip  ic}G,3|fi,fts!  in:  ritike  '  application  ''a^n  ■ 
^ei;fpeG.i(]grj%.i9i{n^'.ftf roinlinieiit  toiibme  ptirt^|^ 
of  the  lurface  of"  the  body;  or  in  fosm-<5>i  - 
Vapour,  rp  iiii^^5.;whQle.'Qf  :ilr.iirt:-;oi!u:b.  .  r'FbV'in- 
te,Vjnal.  ufi|ip.7;Vfifii(?l!yfioC  Jar^parations  havebefeflf 
^ev;ifed,;,c^'f  y^I^V^^^^'^'^^^  of  ■;liiiie.mdfl:  approvQd 
iiyi  be.  jijer^J^-^feanfl^         b-iluini      y:;£ri  3l 
'  '  Xi.   Of  the  Itrong  mcfreuriali'  mntmefi*^ 
fwm  half'^a.4'riiWi)tPi&!dram,  >  may  be  rubbed 
evfry  eyeniiTig;,0n:)tjie;  in6ej-:.fide;  of  the  leg  €>]? 
'^ijiiigh.  for  jha,i.f:&i^  hciur,  or  till  it  is  abforbedi 
Xb;  fnSiAps  naiUfftb^.  continued  till  tiie  mouth 
be^ om es:,  ,fQre,.r<^|^d '  e \4eji'  lor  .fome ^ time  after 
the  i'y!pptora?!irj5if;'*;tih'e!  dir<^rrier  'have  difepf 
peared.j:,ii;Ve:p'4i(t'  itito-  v.vhich.  tlae:  tnetpcuty 
is  rubbed,  ,f!n^il4 .-be  AvaHied;. with  ioap:  and 
water,' and  'carefully  dried,  each  time,  before 
the  friaion  IsTDmrrrcn'eecr. 

jai.  l^h^ei^^el^gMice  is  an  objeft,  'an  oint- 
ment with^ut'-eoleur,  may  :be  Made,  by  rub- 
bing two.  dra^is  of  the  white  prcQipitate,  or 
-of 'cdldihtil, '  .with  an  ouiice-of  ;{jog's  lard,  and 
Tliing  it'dfr'th'e  fbrrner  .  ■ 

■  Y^he.ii.  mercury  .is,  taken  .isiternally,'  if  is 
'mfoailY  given  in  form  of  piil  •  The  beft  way 
feem«  to'  bc^  tb  take  thfe  wliole  quantity,  lor 
the  day^'liit^'bcd^tiin^i  itrtH^n  paiibs  along 
\vith  thi^'fpod^aiijl  fsems  to  diliurb  the  bowels 
lefs'thaa:wlien  tiiW^at  diiftrerrt  timts  thraugh 


the  da^*" 


The 
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The- common  mercunal  pill  of  both  the: 
London  and  Edinburgh:  difpenfatories  are 
made  ^o£ -the''  crude  mercury^i  or  qurckfilver, 
comminuted  or  rubbed  ;iup.  with  various  rn- 
gredients,:  as  conferv^:;o£  .rofes,  i&c.  .and 
given  from  three  to  -four  or  five  ordinary  fized 
pills  in  the  courfeof  tjie  day.  Some  prac- 
titionqrs' prefer  th^e  pills-to  every  other  pre- 
paration 'of  mercury;  but  what  I  more  fre- 
quently ufe,  are  pills  made  of  one  or  other 
of  the  following  preparations  of  mercury,  and 
«Orre£ted  with  opium'  as  circumftances  may 
require.  "  -^"li,  ■■^ 

XIIL  Take  of  calomel,  properly  prepared, 
one  dram  ;  conferve  of  hips,  or  rofes,  a  fuf- 
licient  quantity  :  Make  into  forty  pills.  Two 
or  three  may  be  taken  at  bed-time. .  Should 
they  gripe,  ten  grains  of  opium  maybe  added 
to  the  mafs  when  prepared.  -wi\oi 
^  XrV.  Take  ofi'Jmild  muriated  mfercury, 
one  dram  ;  aromatic  confeftion,  or  confeCi- 
tion  of  opium,  a  fufficient  quantity 'to' form 
a  mafs  of  proper  confiflence  for  pills  :  To 
be  divided  as  above,  and  taken/in  the  fdra? 
manner.  There  is^not  any  preparation  of 
mercury,  that  I  have  tried,  feems  to:  polfefs 
more  adlive  antivencreal  powers,; xir  to  dif- 
•ttfrb  "the  conftitution  lefs  than  tjhis.  ^    '      '  ^ 

XVi  Take  of  Cjalcined  mercury,,  half  a 
dram  ;  powdered  opium,  ten  grains ;  ■  extrad 
of  liquorice,  a  fufficient  quantity  :  Divide 
;into  tv^enty-fbur  pills.  Take  one  at  bed-time. 
-Few  conftitutions  .wild  bear  more  than  twov 

R  2  This 
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This  was  the  favourite  preparation  of  the  late 
celebrated  John  Hunter. 

The  following  compofition,  which  is  well 
known  by  the  name  of  Plummer's  Pill,  is 
reckoned  peculiarly  ufeful  in  venereal  affec- 
tions of  the  fkin,  as  well  as  cutaneous  com- 
plaints arifing  from  other  caufes. 
.  XVI.  Take  of  calomel,  and  the  golden 
fulphur  of  antimony,  each  one  dram  ;  extrad 
of  liquorice,  enough  to  form  a  mafs  for  pills : 
Divide  into  forty-eight  pills.  Two  may  be 
taken  at  night,  and  one  next  morning,  in- 
creafing  the  dofe  according  to  circumftances. 

When  the  more  adive  preparations  of 
mercury  are  deemed  neceffary,  the  corrofive 
fublimate  may  be  ufed  in  the  following 
manner  : 

XVII.  Take  of  muriated  mercury,  orxor- 
rofive  fublimate,  ten  grains  :  DiiTolve  in  a 
pint  of  proof  fpirits.  Of  this  folution,  two  or 
three  table-fpoonfuls  may  be  taken  daily.  It 
ought  never  to  be  given  on  an  empty  flomach. 

Some  adminifter  the  fublimate  in  form  of 
pill;  but  as  it  is  apt  to  hurt  the  bowels, 
when  taken  in  this  way,  I  always  give  it  in 
folution. 

As  deco£tions  of  various  kinds  have 
been  fuppofed  to  affifl:  in  the  cure  of  lues 
venerea,  or,  at  leaft,  to  prevent  the  mercury 
from  hurting  the  llomach  and  bowels,  fome 
of  the  moll  approved  forms  are  fubjoined  : 

XVIII.  Take  of  farfapariUa,  bruifed,  three 
ounces  j  infufe  by  the  fire,  in  three  pints  of 

water,  / 
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water,  for  twelve  hours  ;  then  gently  boil 
away  to  about  one  half :  A  little  lliced 
liquorice-root  may  be  added,  juft  before  the 
boiling  is  finifhed. 

This  fimple  decodion  feems  to  a£t  chiefly 
by  affording  a  mild  nourifhment.  Even  in 
that  point  of  view  it  is  of  great  ufe  during 
a  mercurial  courfe.  The  whole  quantity  here 
mentioned  may  be  ufed  in  the  courfe  of  a 
day,  and  it  fhould  be  prepared  frefh  daily. 

The  decoftion  of  guaiacum  may  be  made 
as  follows  : 

XIX.  Take  of  guaiacum  rafpings,  fix 
ounces ;  fhavings  of  falfafras,  four  ounces  : 
Boil  in  fix  quarts  of  water  to  four,  adding, 
towards  the  end,  an  ounce  of  fliced  liquorice- 
toot. 

Two  pints  of  this  decodlion  may  be  ufed 
daily.  By  fome,  guaiacum  is  fuppofed  to 
aflift  greatly  in  the  cure  of  lues  venerea. 
The  fuperior  effeds  of  mercury,  however, 
have,  in  a  great  meafure,  caufed  it  to  be  laid 
afide.  In  fome  peculiar  conftitutions,  indeed, 
it  feems  to  afTift  the  powers  of  mercury. 

The  decodion  of  mezereon  may  be  made 
as  follows  : 

XX.  Take  bark  of  mezereon-root,  one 
ounce  :  Boil  it  in  three  quarts  of  water  to 
two,  adding,  towards  the  end,  a  little 
liquorice. 

This  is  a  warm  Simulating  medicine,  of 
which  from  a  pint  to  a  quart  may  be  taken 


:  ■  For  ^ifma'kinig:J!the;  lifbdn  -jdl^t-  )dridk  there 
are  ihany  ■  forhis  ;  ifha  mod  KDcaiinion  is.  as 
under:  JjoLbfi  3d  v/;rn 'joot 'j-.irc 

XXI.  Take  of  farfaparillal,'  ': ' 

■  "V^hite.  and  ^.rred:  ifaiiMersi,  o  each  :  .  three 
cmnces  I    .    r.-u'Wiuoii  L':li:i  n  ^uiij ioii;;  ,  ' 

■  Liquorice,  vaj^d'itmezeiKeoiii^roQltj  ?:cf>c{each 
half  an!  ■■ounce'^!u;i  .v  ;  ;.'  !.'       r./r-»  in;-;:;:,  ;.. 

i-:  Wood  of  rhodiurri,  and  faffafras,.  each  one 
ouR'c'e ; 

•-bCfiide  antinuoay..*,  two  ounces  : 

Mix  and  infufe  the  whole  in  four  quarts  of 
boiling  water,  for ''fwehty-four  ;  hours ;  then 
boil  'to  half'tbe'''t[«antity',  -arid'  Itram.  Of 
this,  from  halF'a'  pm't  to  ^-a-  qliart  n'lay  be 
iried  diiilyi'  ioo^iiuoMiiM 

Wh^n  the  mouth  is  much  afteded,-and 
very  -piiinful,  ^ft^oial  •^'h'foleiie'^falivaition,  the 
fcillHwing  'u'afli  rfiay-b'6-ufed  wlth  advantage  : 
•  '  XXll.  Take -yf 'borax,  piie  ounce:  Dif- 
folye  it  in  -  a.  j>iht*''of'^bpilHig  wafe^r,  and  add 
two  .ollrit'es  of-'-hioHef '-'^ 
'  The  mouth-  iii}\f  Ise-frequefi^y  wafljed- with 
this  it  little  warrii.' '  '  '  "'l".  ' 

'  'I^c^  rernoi-'e -thoie  waiiis  which  fom'etimes 
remain  after  gonorrhoea, .  I  have  |genefally 
found  one  of  the'ffe^ioAVing- fucdee^':  -  '  - 

■  V  ixrn.  Take  of  bbri^^five  -fubHmat^i'  and 
cinide  'fal ^  armohib'c,  '4ach' -^laltV'iiri^-bunce  : 
Diffolv.e  in  four  gunces*of  water. 

i  *!Xhe  antiii\0Jiy  ought  to  be  m^jle  into  what  is  called 
a'Noclulc,  ortiiicl  iri'-a  Kag,  oflicTWiee  thtJ  decdctlon  will 
be  of  a  disprax'abic  colour,        look  dirty. 

'i       ^  The 


^^^hfi  jjsaiiti.JjQfbQFteci^aBtsQa^  touted  w^iih 
tbi^v-'r  •:;  ob -jrlJ  Ho  luoq  /.hfViu':  ]i  •^  .■.l 
vU.^XL'^-  rp6waeired;:ifavinv;  twa 

^rams  ;  red  precipitate,  and  corrofiv^i  fnbli-. 
mate,  cs^vmch-  -mf^.  (hsmi  .     (^■hvJ  . ~A VA  '.^ 
•ip  4iljlk}:ie  ::0^iAbis':ipo!wdeh"  m^f  ybe.:dp|iKed 
frequently  tQrlibsr waste .1  hi '/  !;;::irn  ,^v'f  ' 
...lUV  drefs'lyqueiieil  fores,  fohie. of  tKe  fol- 

i(i)^viiig;may.  becwfei^  »i; 

•r>  fTiS;^i\^>  i  T jk-e;  1  ofr^Mlicon  i  lointment,  two 
p:i^qce?r,j  rred\'picficipii'atB,  Cwo/dramsi;  ;  Mix 

l  Tak-er,©f  ■barfilicon  ;  ointment,  two 

QUngeS,  ;:.pQwderefl!y(<?i'digreafe'iy  one  fcruple  ; 
Mix  them. 

XXVII.  Ointment  of  muriated  mercury, 
commonly  called  wiguentum  citrinujii^  mixed 
with  three  or  four  times  its  weight  of  hog's 
lard,  generally  anfwers  this  purpofe  very 
well. 


OF  PREVENTIVES. 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  the 
fafefl:  preventive,  and  the  molt  to  be  de- 
pended on,  is  a  folution  of  foap  properly 

ufed.  '  J  1,  1  •  J 

Spirits  are  preferred  by  fome,  and  all  kinds 

of  fpirits  anfwer  equally  well. 

The  following  forms  have  been  thought 
ufeful  as  preventive  lotions  : 

XXVI II.  Take  of  cor ro five  fublimate,  one 
dram  :  Mix  gradually,  by  rubbing  in  a  mor- 
tar. 
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tar,  with  two  pints  of  frefli-made  Hm,|wat\-' 
Let  it  fubfide,  and  pour  off  the  clear  liquor, 
for  ufe.  Keep  it  in  a  bottle  carefulV 
flopped. 

XXIX.  Frefh-prepared  lime  water. 

XXX.  A  few  drops  of  cauftic  alkali,  or 
soap  lies,  mixed  with  common  water. 

This  fhould  always  be  applied  to  the 
tongue  before  it  is  ufed,  to  determine  its 
ftrength,  which  is  known  by  its  removing 
the  moifture,  without  occafioning  pain.  This 
form  is  the  moft  convenient,  as  a  quantity, 
fufficient  to  ferve  for  a  confiderable  time' 
may  be  carried  in  the  pocket,  and  ufed  occa^ 
fionallv. 
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